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   Class Notes 

Class: XI Topic: CH: 6- The Three Orders 
Subject: HISTORY 

 

Textbook Questions: 

Q. 1. Describe two features of early feudal society in France. 
Ans: Two features of early feudal society: 

1. Early feudal society in France was based on the relationship of lord and peasants. The 
peasants had to offer labour in the service of their lords. 

2. The lord enjoyed special status. His order was supreme. Nobody could deny his order. 

Q.2. How did long-term changes in population levels affect economy and society in Europe? 
Ans:  Long-term changes in population levels affected the economy and society: 

1. This change brought about a new change in agricultural production. Production reached at its 
peak. Good quality of goods was also produced. It increased the life expectancy rate. 

2. A number of towns came into being. They also became the center of trade and commerce. 
Society became more advanced and civilized. 

Q.3. Why did knights become a distinct group and when did they decline? 
Ans: There were frequent localized wars in Europe during 9th century. 

1. Soldiers were not enough. Good cavalry was the need of hour. It led to the growing 
importance of a new section of people, i.e. the knights. They were linked to the lords.  

2. The lord gave the knight a piece of land that was called fief. Land of the fief was cultivated by 
peasants. In lieu of that, the knight paid his lord a regular fee and also promised to fight for 
him in war. In this way, they became a distinct group.  

3. The fall of feudalism was one of the main reasons of the decline of knights during 15th 
century. 

Q. 4.What was the function of medieval monasteries? 
Ans: The functions of medieval monasteries are as follows: 

1. It inspired the people to lead a simple life. 
2. It also inspired the people to serve the sick and the needy. 
3. It also inspired the people to donate for a noble cause. 

Very Short Answer Type Questions 

Q. 5. The clergy was considered to be the most important in medieval European social order. What 
were the reasons? 
Ans. There are a few reasons of this: 

1. Clergy enjoyed special status. 
2. The clergy had complete control over the social orders of the society. 



 
‘Content Developed/Prepared Absolutely From Home’ 

3. Nobody could disobey their orders. 

Q.6.What do you understand by Labour Rent? 
Ans: In the estate of the lords, the serfs had to work along with his family members for at least 3 or 
more days. Income generated from this labour is known as Labour Rent. 

Q.7.The monks living in St. Benedict monastery followed some rules. Enumerate two of them. 
Ans: Monks living in St. Benedict monastery followed the following rules. 

1. The monks obeyed the order of the chief of the monastery. They were not allowed to 
speak freely. 

2. They had to spend most of their time in meditation. 

Short Answer Type Questions 

Q. 8. Compare the conditions of life for a French serf and a Roman slave. 
Ans: French Serfs: They cultivated land that mainly belonged to the lord. Most of the produce from 
these lands was given to the lord. 

1. They also had to work that belonged exclusively to the land and were given no wages. 
2. They could not leave the estate without the prior permission of their master/lord and 

could not marry their child according to their wishes. 
3. The lord could decide their fate. As a whole their life was full of misery. 

Roman Slaves: Slavery was in a practice in Roman society. The Roman led a life full of misery. They 
were forced to work for several hours. They were forced to produce more children, so that when 
they grew up, they could also make slaves. 

 
Q.9. Describe the life of Christian monks in a monastery during the medieval period of Europe. 
Ans: The men who led the life of self-denial and self-control were called monks.  

1. The monks lived in monastery and led the simple life.  
2. They had to take a vow not to acquire any kind of worldly possession.  
3. They were not allowed to marry and had to take a vow to obey the chief of monastery.  
4. Their only mission in life was to pray and preach and to spread moral teachings among the 

common people. 
Q.10. What do you understand by manor? Describe in brief. 
Ans: The noble enjoyed a special status in the society.  

1. He had a complete control over his property.  
2. He was the lord of all the people settled on his land.  
3. He occupied vast tracts of land which had its own dwellings, private fields, and pastures.  
4. His house was called manor. Peasants cultivated his private lands.  
5. Whenever required in battle they were also expected to act as foot soldiers 

Q.11. Discuss the categories of cultivators under feudalism during the medieval age in Europe. 
Ans: There were two categories of cultivators in the feudal system, during the age in Europe. They 
were free peasants and serfs. 

1. Free Peasants: They held their farms as tenants of the lord. This category of peasants did not 
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work for their lords. 
2. Serfs: Serfs were the lowest category of peasants. They were just like slaves of their masters. 

They had not only to work on the fields of their lords and gave them a part of their produce but 
also to perform such petty jobs as building or repairing their houses, roads, etc. They received 
no wages. They were not allowed to leave the state without the permission of their lord. 

 
Q.12. What is the political importance of the feudal system? 
Ans: Political importance of the feudal system: 

1. Nobles provided protection to their people. 
2. They also maintained peace and harmony in their regions. 
3. The feeling of mutual understanding and co-operation among the people was also created. 
4. Through manorial system, the feudal lords provided economic provision. 

Q.13. How did plague affect trade and cities? 
Ans: 

1. With the expansion of trade in the 13th and 14th centuries, ships carrying goods from distant 
countries had started arriving in European ports. Rats came along with ships carrying away 
the infection of bubonic plague. After the outbreak of plague, cities became the hardest hit. 
In enclosed communities like monasteries, when one individual contracted the plague none 
survived. 

2. The plague took its worst toll among infants, the young and the elderly. 
3. As the horrible impact of plague the population of Europe, 73 millions in 1300, stood reduced 

to 45 millions in 1400. 
4. Depopulation caused the shortage of labour. Imbalance was created between agriculturalists 

and manufacturers. 

Q.14. Describe the merits and demerits of feudal system. 
Ans: 
Merits of the feudal system: 

• Common people were provided security of life and property. 
• Law and order was maintained in their territories. 

Demerits of the feudal system: 

• There were mutual conflicts among feudal lords to expand their own states. That is why peace 
and order in the society got disturbed. 

• The feudal system proved to be an obstacle in the growth of political unity. 

Q.15. How did plague affect trade and cities? 
Ans: 

1. With the expansion of trade in the 13th and 14th centuries, ships carrying goods from distant 
countries had started arriving in European ports. Rats came along with ships carrying away 
the infection of bubonic plague. 
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2. After the outbreak of plague, cities became the hardest hit. In enclosed communities like 
monasteries, when one individual contracted the plague none survived. 

3. The plague took its worst toll among infants, the young and the elderly. 
4. As the horrible impact of plague the population of Europe, 73 millions in 1300, stood reduced 

to 45 millions in 1400. 
5. Depopulation caused the shortage of labour. Imbalance was created between agriculturalists 

and manufacturers. 

 
Q.16. Enumerate the two merits and demerits of medieval monasteries in Europe. 
Ans: 
Merits of the medieval monasteries: 

• Medieval monasteries were the only centers of learning during the medieval period. 
• The monks who resided in the monasteries initially led to a very pious life and also served the 

people. 

Demerits of the medieval monasteries: 

• Soon the monasteries began to acquire land and amass wealth. Within no time, they became a 
seat of exploitation rather than of service. 

• The monks led a pious life in the beginning but with passage of time, they led a scandalous life. 

Q.17. Discuss the impact of environment on European agriculture. 
Ans:  

1. The entire Europe was covered with huge and dense forests between fifth to tenth centuries. 
It was but natural that there was less land available for agriculture.  

2. The conditions of peasants were miserable. 
3. Now they started to take refuge in the forest.  
4. There was cold climatic condition in entire Europe.  
5. The yield of the crops reduced to a large extent. But in 11th century, climatic conditions of 

Europe changed. It entered into a warm phase.  
6. Average temperatures increased. It had a huge impact on agriculture. There was longer 

growing seasons for the agriculturists.  
7. Fertility of the soil also increased and hence, the production naturally increased. 

Q.18. How was European society divided under the feudal system? Explain. Write in brief the 
reasons of their development. 
Ans: European society under feudal system was divided into the following heads: 
(i) Feudal class 
(ii) The peasants 
(iii) New class 

• Feudal class: The king occupied the highest rank. He gave land to a number of lords. These lords 
distributed their land to the Barons. King’s vassals were the Dukes and Earls. They showed their 
loyalty to the king. During war period, the king was free to take military help from their vassals. 
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• The peasants: They formed the largest group in the society. They were put into the category of 
lowest class. They were divided into a number of classes. 

• New class: It was the emergence of middle class. Reasons of their development: With the 
invention of trade and industries the rise of middle class emerged in the cities. 

 


