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1. Discuss the social and functional difference between urban and rural centers. 

Rural areas Urban areas 

Much smaller in areas with lesser population. 
 
People are directly related with land and more 
than 75% of population engaged in primary 
activity. 
Rural areas depend on urban areas for 
marketing their goods and availing necessary 
services. It is a hinter land of urban areas. 
In rural areas there is less social mobility. People 
share a close social bonding. 
 
 

Much larger in areas with higher density of population 
Majority of the population are engaged in secondary and 
tertiary activities. 
 
Urban areas draw the raw materials from rural areas for 
processing in industries. 
So, it functions as a nodal point. 
In urban areas people share a formal relation and could not 
develop intimacy as a result of constant movement. 

 

2. What factors and conditions influence the rural settlement? Discuss the types of rural found in India. 
There are various factors and conditions responsible for having different types of rural settlements in 
India. These include:  

i) physical features (ii) cultural and ethnic 
factors  

iii) security factors 

nature of terrain, altitude, 
climate and 
availability of water 

social structure, caste and 
religion 
 

defence against thefts and 
robberies 

Rural settlements in India can broadly be put into four types: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nucleated 

The clustered rural settlement is a compact or 
closely built up area of houses. 
 In this type of village, the general living area is 
distinct and separated from the surrounding farms, 
barns and pastures. 
Such settlements are generally found in fertile 
alluvial plains and in the northeastern states. 
It can also be found in Rajasthan, as the community 
live close to the water point to deal with water 
scarcity. 
 

 

Fragmented 

Semi-clustered or fragmented settlements  
result from clustering in a restricted area of dispersed 
settlement. 
In this, one or more sections of the village society choose or 
is forced to live a little away from the main cluster or village.  
The land-owning and dominant community occupies the 
central part of the main village, whereas people of lower 
strata of society and menial workers settle on outer part. 
Such settlement is found in Rajasthan 
 
the outer flanks of the village. 
 

Hamleted 
Sometimes settlement is fragmented into several 
units physically separated from each other 
bearing a common name.  
These units are locally called panna, para, palli, 
nagla, dhani, etc. in various parts of the country.  
This segmentation of a large village is often 
motivated by social and ethnic factors.  
Such villages are found in the middle and lower 
Ganga plain, Chhattisgarh. 

 Isolated 

It appears in the form of isolated huts or hamlets of few huts 
in remote jungles, or on small hills. 
The extreme disperse in settlement is due to the nature of the 
terrain, like high mountains, where habitable areas are 
scattered. 
Natural environment is more prominent for developing 
isolated settlement. 
Meghalaya, Uttarakhand, Himachal 
Pradesh and Kerala have this type of settlements. 
 

 



3. Classify Indian towns on the basis of their evolution. 
 OR, How Indian towns are evolved? 
Or, Discuss the process of evolution of Indian towns. 

• Indian towns evolved during the prehistoric times. During the period of Indus Valley Civilisation, towns like 
Harappa and Mohenzodaro came into existence. 

• During the ancient period, lots many small and big kingdoms grew, and many towns developed as 
administrative centers or as pilgrimage places. Towns that developed in ancient period were generally 
cultural centers.  So, there are many ancient towns still considered as important towns of India. For example, 
Prayag (Allahabad), Pataliputra (Patna), Madurai. 

• During the medieval period, many social and political changes took place. Frequent invasions led to growthof fort 
towns and defence towns. Many new administrative centers were set up. Important cities like Delhi, Hyderabad, 
Jaipur, Lucknow. 

• Modern towns were developed by the Britishers. Hill stations, resorts and ports towns were specially 
developed in modern time. For example, Mumbai (Bombay), Chennai (Madras), and Kolkata. Industrial towns 
like Jamshedpur, also developed in modern time. 

• After independence, a large number of towns have been developed as administrative headquarters, e.g., 
Chandigarh, Bhubaneswar, Gandhinagar, Dispur. 

                Industrial centres, such as Durgapur, Bhilai, Dispur developed. Many satellite towns developed             around 
metropolitan cities, such as Ghaziabad, Rohtak, Gurugram.   

4. What is urban agglomeration? Discuss the process leading to urban agglomeration. 
Cities accommodating population size between one to five million are called metropolitan cities and 
more than five million are mega cities. Majority of metropolitan and mega cities are urban agglomerations. 
This is a process in which a town grows rapidly and merges with near by urban and semi urban centres to cover a large 
area with dense population. 
An urban agglomeration may consist of any one of the following three combinations: 
 (i) a town and its adjoining urban outgrowths, 
 (ii) two or more contiguous towns with or without their outgrowths, and 
 (iii) a city and one or more adjoining towns with their outgrowths  
Delhi, Kolkata, Chennai, Bengaluru and Hyderabad are examples of urban agglomeration. 

 

 

 

 

TEXTUAL QUESTIONS 
(i) What are garrison towns? What is their function? 
 A garrison town is town with a military base. These towns are located in strategically important 
places, where the defence of the country can be safe guard. Such towns have military headquarters. 
Ambala, Jalandhar, Mhow, Babina, Udhampur, etc. are some examples. 

ii) How can one identify an urban agglomeration? 

• A town growing very fast 

• Having population between 1 million to five million. 

• Growth of a town and the adjoining urban areas 

• Two or more towns merging and outgrowing 

• A city and the nearby urban areas out growing 

iv) What are metropolitan cities? How are they different from urban agglomerations? 
 Metropolitan cities are the cities with 1 million to 5 million population. 
Urban Agglomeration may result into a metropolitan city. It’s a process in which towns outgrows and 
merge with other urban areas. 
Metropolitan only about a large city with large population. It may or may not be due to urban 
agglomeration. 



MCQs 

1. Which of the following is not a modern town? 
A. Kolkata     B. Hyderabad       C. Mumbai       D. Chennai 

2. Extreme dispersion of settlement is often caused by 
A. climate      B. Forest       C. Terrain       D. Scarcity of water 

3. In which of the following state you may find isolated settlement? 
A. Chhattisgarh      B. Meghalaya        C. Gujarat         D. Karnataka   

4. Cities accommodating population size between one to five million are called 
A. Class I city      B. Mega cities     C. Metropolitan     D. Urban agglomeration 

 5. Which of the following is the largest megacity of India? 
 A. New Delhi    B. Bengaluru      C. Chennai     D. Greater Mumbai     

6. Identify the incorrect statement 
A. 60% of the population lives in Class I cities 
B. More than one-fifth (21.0%) of urban population lives in the mega cities.  
C. The urbanization of India was fastest during the last two decades. 
D. Around one third of the population live in urban areas. 

7. In Rajasthan, scarcity of water leads to development of…….. Settlement. 
A. Cluster settlement    B. Semi cluster      C. Hamlated     D. Dispersed    

8. Match the column 

i. several units physically separated from each 
other bearing a common name.  

a. Isolated settlement 

ii. few huts in remote jungles, or on small hills. b. Clustered settlement 

iii. closely built up area of houses. c. Hamleted settlement 

iv. clustering in a restricted area of dispersed 
settlement. 

d. Semi cluster settlement 

A. i- c, ii- b, iii- a, iv- d                                 C. i- c, ii- a , iii- b , iv-  d 
B. i- b, ii- a, iii- d, iv- c                                 D. i- d, ii-c, iii-b, iv- d 

9. Which of the following factor is responsible for semi cluster settlement? 
A. Terrain   B. Scarcity of water    C. Defence    D. Social inequality 

10.What type of settlement can be seen in fertile alluvial plains? 
A. Isolated settlement                                     C. Hamleted settlement 
B. Clustered settlement                                   D. Semi cluster settlement 

 


