
‘Content Developed/Prepared Absolutely From Home’ 

   Class Notes 

Class: XII 
 

Topic: CH: 7. AN IMPERIAL, CAPITAL: 
VIJAYANAGARA (c. Fourteenth to Sixteenth 
Century) Subject: HISTORY 

 

 

Short Answers Type Questions: 

Q.1.Highlight any four aspects observed by the Portuguese traveller Barbosa on the Urban core of 
the Vijayanagara empire.  

Ans: The 16th century Portuguese traveller Barbosa highlighted his personal observation on the 
urban core of the Vijayanagara empire. These were explained in the following ways: 

1. Barbosa described the houses of ordinary people, though these have not survived. 
2. The houses of common men were thatched, well built and arranged according to the 

occupation. These were arranged in long streets with many open places. 
3. Field survey indicated that the entire area had numerous shrines and small temples, which 

was a proof of a variety of cults, supported by different communities. 
4. Wells, rainwater tanks and temple tanks might have served as sources of water to the 

common men of the town. 

 
Q.2.Highlight the aspects observed by Domingo Paes on the Mahanavami Dibba of the 
Vijayanagara   empire.  
 

Ans: Domingo Paes called the Mahanavami Dibba of the Vijayanagara empire as The House of 
Victory’.  

1. These buildings had two platforms, one above the other.  
2. These were beautifully sculpted. On the upper platform, the king had a room made of 

cloth, where the idol had a shrine. It is the highest point in the city and is a massive 
platform. The other in the middle was placed a dais (a low platform for a throne) on which 
stood a throne of state. 

3. He suggested that for the people it showed the victory of good over evil. Both these 
‘audience hall’ and the ‘Mahanavami Dibba’ comprised of the valour, justice and the 
suzerainty of the king over all other. 
 

4. The calling of the house as the house of victory was due to the fact that it was situated at 
the site highest of all in the kingdoms. 

5. It was constructed so as to keep up the memory of the victory of the kingdom in war over 
other kingdoms and empires. 

 
Q.3. ‘The Mahanavami Dibba in the Royal centre of Vijayanagara has been assigned name on the 
basis of its form of building as well as functions.’ Elaborate. 
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Ans:  The Mahanavami Dibba in the Royal centre of Vijayanagara has been assigned its name on 
the basis of the following: 

1. Mahanavami Dibba, located on one of the highest points in the city, is a massive platform rising 
from a base of about 11,000 sq ft to a height of 40 ft. The base of the platform is covered with 
relief carvings. 

2. Rituals associated with the structure probably coincided with Mahanavami (the great 9th day of 
the Hindu festival) known as Dussehra in Northern India, Durga Puja in Bengal and Navaratri in 
Peninsular India. The Vijayanagara rulers showed their prestige, power and suzerainty on this 
occasion. 

3. The ceremonies performed here included worship of the image, worship of the state horse and 
sacrifice of buffaloes and other animals. Dances, wrestling matches and grand processions of 
caparisoned horses, elephants, chariots and soldiers took place here. Thus, the great structure 
was used for some grand ceremonies. 

 
Q.4. ‘The rulers of Vijayanagara innovated and developed new traditions in the Virupaksha 
temple’. Elaborate.  
 

Ans: Virupaksha temple was built over centuries. Inscription suggested that the earliest shrine of 
the Virupaksha temple dated to the 9th-10th centuries. 

1. Later, it was substantially enlarged with the establishment of the Vijayanagara empire. It 
was believed that the site of Vijayanagara was inspired by the existence of the shrines of 
Virupaksha and Pampadevi. Royal portrait sculpture was displayed in temple. The king’s 
visit to temples were treated as important state occasions on which he was accompanied 
by the important nayakas of the empire 

2. The hall in front of the main shrine with delicately carved pillars was built by Krishnadeva 
Raya to mark his accession. Virupaksha, the guardian deity of the kingdom, was recognized 
as a form of Shiva and Vijayanagara kings claimed to rule on behalf of the God Virupaksha. 
Krishnadeva Raya constructed the Eastern gopuram. 

3. The halls of the temple were used for a variety of purposes like programmes of music, 
dance, drama and marriages of deities. Special images of deities different from central 
shrines were used in these occasions. In this way, the rulers introduced new traditions in 
the Virupaksha temple. 

 
Q5. ‘Vijayanagara was characterized by a distinct building style’. Support this statement with the 
sacred architectural examples of Vijayanagara.  
                                                                      or 
Describe briefly about the buildings that survive and tell us about the way, spaces were organised 
and used in Vijayanagara.  
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Ans: Vijayanagara empire was founded by two brothers, Harihara and Bukka in 1336. The 
Vijayanagara kings competed with contemporary Sultans of the Deccan and Gajapati rulers of 
Orissa. Interaction with these states led to the sharing of ideas, especially in the field of 
architecture. 
The building style of Vijayanagara is discussed below: 

 The great ruler of Vijayanagara, Krishnadeva Raya, developed the kingdom by establishing 
some fine temples and adding impressive gopurams to many important South Indian 
temples. He also founded a suburban township, Nagalapuram, named after his mother. 

 

 Foreign travellers were greatly impressed by the fortification of the capital. The fort was 
entered through well-guarded gates, which linked the city to the major roads. The 
architecture of the gateways was influenced by the Turkish architecture. Some of the most 
important roads extended from temple gateways and were lined by bazaars. 

 

 The styles of Raya gopurams or royal gateways were the symbols of the power of kings. 
Royal palaces had two types of platforms, viz. the audience hall and the Mahanavami Dibba. 
The ceremonies performed in Mahanavami Dibba included worship of the image, worship of 
state horse, sacrifices of buffaloes and other animals, dances, wrestling match, royal 
procession, etc. 

 

 Other distinctive features include mandapas or pavilions, long pillared corridors, etc. The 
Lotus Mahal and Hazara Rama temple had spectacular architecture. In this way, Vijayanagara 
developed a distinctive architectural style. 

 
Q.6.Explain briefly any five striking features about the location of Vijayanagara.  
 
Ans: The most striking feature about the location of Vijayanagara is the natural water resources 
which played an important role regarding the property of the empire. These features were as 
follows: 

 Vijayanagara was located in the natural basin formed by the river Tungabhadra, which flows 
in the North-Easterly direction. 

 The surrounding landscape was characterized by stunning granite hills that seem to form a 
girdle around the city. 

 Many embankments were built along those streams to create reservoirs of different sizes. 
Since Vijayanagara was one of the most arid zones of the Peninsula, perfect arrangements 
were made to store rainwater to be used in the city. 

 Kamalapuram tank was the best example of a tank built in early years of the 15th century. 
Water from this tank was used not only for irrigating fields but was also conducted through a 
channel to the ‘royal centre’. 
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 According to the historians, the Hiriya canal was one of the most prominent waterworks. 
This canal drew water from a dam built across the river Tungabhadra and irrigated the 
cultivated fields that separated the ‘sacred centre’ from the ‘urban core’. 

 
Long Answers Type Questions: 

Q.7.Explain why Abdur Razzak, a Persian Ambassador was greatly impressed by the fortification of 
Vijayanagara empire during the 15th century.  
                                                                                 
Ans: Abdur Razzak was an ambassador sent by the ruler of Persia to Calicut in the 15 th century. 
He was greatly impressed by the fortification of the Vijayanagara empire. The aspects observed by 
him are: 

1. Abdur Razzaq mentioned seven lines of forts. 
2. The fortification encircled not only the city but also its agricultural hinterlands and forests. 

Razzak noted that “between the first, second and the third walls there are cultivated fields, 
gardens and houses”. 

3. The outermost wall linked the hills surrounding the city. 
4. The massive masonry construction was slightly tapered. No mortar or cementing agent 

was used anywhere in the construction. The stone blocks were wedge, shaped, which held 
them in place. The inner portion of the wall was of i.e. earth packed with rubble. Square or 
rectangular bastions projected outwards. 

5. The fort was entered through well-guarded gates which linked the city to the major roads. 
Gateways were distinctive architectural features that often defined the structures to which 
they regulated access. 

6. The arch on the gateway leading into the fortified settlement as well as the dome over the 
gate is regarded as typical features of the architecture introduced by the Turkish Sultans. 
Art historians refer to this style as Indo-Islamic, as it grew continually through interaction 
with local building practices in different regions. 

 
Map Based Question: 

On the given political outline map of India, locate and label the following with appropriate 
symbols. 

1. The area where Krishnadeva Raya ruled.  
2. Mysore, Thanjavur.  
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