
Class Notes
Class: XII Topic:  State of Infrastruture during pre-

independence era:Subject:  Economics

There was some infrastructural development during the British in the area of 

transport and communication. The main motive was not to provide basic amenities to 

the Indian people but for their colonial interest.

Roads 

Roads constructed in India prior to the advent of the British rule were not suitable

for modern transport. Most of the villages lacked connectivity by pucca roads.

Roads were built  by the British : 

 To facilitate mobilization of the British army  

 To ease out the movement of raw materials from the countryside to the nearest 

          railway station or port to send them to England or other lucrative foreign destinations.

Still there always remained an acute shortage of all weather  roads to reach out to rural 

areas during the rainy season. 

Such  roads :

 Spelt misery during monsoons as they became muddy  and difficult to traverse.

 People mostly living in these areas suffered grievously during natural calamities and 

famines. 

 The movement of passengers and freights was  also very inefficient and slow.

    Railways

The introduction of a railway system in 1950 completely revamped the infrastructure. It is

considered as a bright side to the colonial rule if it had one.

It affected the structure of the Indian Economy in two ways :

 It helped in breaking the geographical and cultural barriers in India. People could

           now undertake long-distance travel easily.

 This led to commercialization of agriculture, profits from which  never reached

Indian people. This accelerated the exploitation of indian resources. It  

adversely affected the self-sufficiency of the village economies in India.

Inland waterways and sea lanes :



Water transport was not very popular except in some parts of North India 

where rivers were navigable.  British took some measures for developing the

inland trade and sea lanes But most of the canals became uneconomical and eventually 

. inoperational as in the case of the Coast Canal on the Orissa coast. Though the canal was

built at a huge cost to the government exchequer, yet, it failed to compete with the railways,

which soon traversed the region running parallel to the canal, and had to be ultimately 

abandoned.

Communication: 

 Post and telegraphs were developed for the purpose of  maintaining law and order.

 The expensive system of the electric telegraph in India was developed to

enhance administrative efficiency.

The postal service was an essential facility for the general public. However, it remained

inadequate due to lack of development.

Some positive side-effects of the British rule in India

A. Provision of post and telegraph services &.transportfacilities largely in terms of 
railways.
B. Development of ports.

C.British Govt. left a base of a strong and efficient administrative set up.

D. Political and economic unification of the country.

E. Evolution of banking and monetary system

Conclusion : By the time India won its independence, the impact of the two-century 

long British colonial rule was already showing on all aspects of the Indian economy

 Agricultural sector was already saddled with surplus labour and extremely low productivity

 Industrial sector was crying for modernisation, diversification, capacity building 
and increased public investment.

 Foreign trade was oriented to feed the Industrial Revolution in Britain.

 Infrastructure facilities, including the famed railway network, needed upgradation, expansion 
and public orientation.

 Prevalence of rampant poverty and unemployment required welfare orientation of public 
economic policy
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