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GOVERNMENT 
 Group of people 

 Governs a community or unit 

 Administers public policy 

 Exercises executive, political and sovereign power through customs, 
institutions and laws within a state. 

 

Functions of Government 
 Runs postal and railway services  

 Maintains peaceful relation with other nations 

 Maintains Law and order 

 Minimize inequality 

 Reduce Market failure 

 Provide public goods 

 Raise taxes 

 Provide assistance in emergency situation 

 

Levels of government 
1.Union Government 

2.State government 

3.Local Government   
a) Municipality         
b) Panchayat 

Types of Government 
Democracy : People give power to government -govt. explain actions to people 

Monarchy : King/Queen/ small group makes decision- they don’t explain or defined 
their action 
Aristrocracy: Noble birth holding hereditary titles and offices   

Dictatorship: Absolute authority 
 



 

India – Democratic Government 
 People have power to elect their leaders 

 People rule themselves by participating 

 Representative democracies: people don’t participate directly – election 
process- representatives meet and make decisions 

 Universal adult franchise: All adults in country are allowed to vote 

 

NCERT solution Chapter 3 What is Government?  

 

Q1: What do you understand by the word ‘government’? List five ways in which you think the 
government effects your daily life. 

Ans: ‘Government’ can be defined as a group of people that governs a community or unit. It takes 
decisions and makes and enforces laws for the citizens of the country. 

Five ways in which the government affects one’s daily life as follows: 
i. Supplying water and electricity 
ii. Building, maintaining and repairing roads 
iii. Providing a good public transport system 
iv. Fixing and reducing the prices of essential commodities 
v. Ensuring the proper functioning of its various administrations 

 

 

Q2: Why do you think the government needs to make rules for everyone in the form of laws? 

Ans: The Government needs laws to maintain peace and order in society. Law established justice. It 
is mend to achieve constitutional ideas i.e. equality and right against discrimination. Law makes it 
compulsory for the people to obey it. 

 

Q3. Name two essential features of a democratic government. 

Ans: Essential features of a democratic government:  
1. People have the right to elect their own government through elections. 
2. Government is accountable to its people. 
3. Universal Adult Franchise. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Note: The above document is prepared at home. 

 


