
   Class Notes 

Class: IX 
 

Topic: What is Democracy? Why Democracy? 

Subject: Democratic Politics 
 

 

1Q) ARGUMENTS FOR DEMOCRACY (MERITS) (5) 

 a. A democratic government is a better government because it is a more accountable form of government.  
 
b. Democracy improves the quality of decision-making. 
 

c. Democracy provides a method to deal with differences and conflicts. 

d. Democracy enhances the dignity of citizens. 

e. Democracy is better than other forms of government because it allows us to correct its own mistakes. 

 

2Q). A democratic government is a better government because it is a more accountable form of  

   government. Explain the statement taking the help of how India and China responded the famine of  

  1958-1961 which was the worst recorded famine in world history? (3) 
 

Ans. a. China’s famine of 1958-1961 was the worst recorded famine in world history.  
 

b. Nearly three crore people died in this famine. During those days, India’s economic condition was not         

much better than China.  
 
c. Yet India did not have a famine of the kind China had.  
 

d. Economists think that this was a result of different government policies in the two countries.  
 

e. The existence of democracy in India made the Indian government respond to food scarcity in a way 

that the Chinese government did not.  
       

f. If China too had multiparty elections, an opposition party and a press free to criticise the government, 

then so many people may not have died in the famine.  
 

 

3Q.How does Democracy improves the quality of decision-making? (5) 
 

Ans. a. Democracy is based on consultation and discussion.  
 

b. A democratic decision always involves many persons, discussions and meetings.  
 

c. When a number of people put their heads together, they are able to point out possible mistakes in 

any decision.  
 



d. This takes time, but there is a big advantage in taking time over important decisions.  
 

e. This reduces the chances of rash or irresponsible decisions. 
 

                        

4Q) Democracy does provide a method to deal with differences and conflicts. Explain (3) 

Ans. a. In a country like India which has an amazing social diversity. People belong to different regions, speak 

different languages, practise different religions and have different castes.  
 

b. They look at the world very differently and have different preferences.  
 

c. The preferences of one group can clash with those of other groups.  
 

 d. In democracy, no one is a permanent winner. No one is a permanent loser    

e. Different groups can live with one another peacefully. In a diverse country like India, democracy keeps 

our country together. 
 
 

5Q)  How does Democracy enhances the dignity of citizens?( 3) 

Ans. a. Democracy is based on the principle of political equality, on recognising that the poorest and the least 

educated has the same status as the rich and the educated.  
 

b. People are not subjects of a ruler, they are the rulers themselves. 
 
c. Even when they make mistakes, they are responsible for their conduct.  
 

 

6Q) Democracy is better than other forms of government because it allows us to correct its own mistakes. 

Justify the statement. (3) 

Ans. a. There is no guarantee that mistakes cannot be made in democracy, No form  

of government can guarantee that.  
 

b. The advantage in a democracy is that such mistakes cannot be hidden for long.  
 

c. There is a space for public discussion on these mistakes and there is a room for correction 

d. Either the rulers have to change their decisions, or the rulers can be changed.  
 

                        This cannot happen in a non-democratic government. 
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