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 Definition of Agriculture: 

         The term Agriculture is derived from two Latin words ager or agri meaning soil and cultura or Cultus 

meaning cultivation. Agriculture is an applied science which encompasses all aspects of crop production 

including horticulture, livestock rearing, fisheries, forestry, etc. 

Agriculture is defined as an art, science and business of producing crops and livestock for economic 

purposes. 

As an art: It embraces knowledge of the way to perform the operations of the farm in a skillful manner, but 

does not necessarily include an understanding of the principles underlying the farm practices. 

As a science: Utilizes all technologies developed on scientific principles such as crop breeding, production 

techniques, crop protection, economics etc. to maximize the yield and profit. For example, new crops and 

varieties developed by hybridization, Transgenic crop varieties resistant to pests and diseases, hybrids in 

each crop, high fertilizer responsive varieties, water management, herbicides to control weeds, use of bio-

control agents to combat pest and diseases etc. 

As the business: As long as agriculture is the way of life of the rural population production is ultimately 

bound to consumption. But agriculture as a business aims at maximum net return through the management 

of land labor, water and capital, employing the knowledge of various sciences for production of food, feed, 

fiber and fuel. In recent years, agriculture is commercialized to run as a business through mechanization. 

               Agriculture is defined in the Agriculture act (1947), as including “horticulture, fruit growing, seed 

growing, dairy farming and livestock breeding and keeping, the use of land as grazing land, meadow land, 

osier land, market gardens and nursery grounds, and the use of land for woodlands where that use ancillary 

to the farming of land for Agricultural purposes”. 

Branches of Agriculture  

1. Agronomy   

2. Horticulture   

3. Animal husbandry   

4. Forestry   

5. Fishery science   

6. Agricultural Engineering and   

7. Home science 

1. Agronomy : word drive from two Greek word “Agros” means field and  “Nomos” means to manage.              

“It is defined as an agricultural science deals with principles and practices of crop production and field 

management”. Or “Agronomy is branch of agricultural science, which deals with principles, & practices of 

soil, water & crop management”. 

2. Horticulture : word drive from two Latin word  “Hortus” means garden and “cultura/ Cultus” means 

cultivation.  

                  “Horticulture is a branch of agriculture in which deal fruit crops, vegetable crops, ornamental 

plants, commercial flower, medicinal crops, aromatic crops, spices crops, plantation crops, individual tree, 

shrub, climber and post-harvest management and processing”. 

3. Animal husbandry :word drive from “Animal” and “Husband” words. Animal means livestock and 

husband means one who takes care.  

                “Animal husbandry is the branch of agriculture concerned with animals that are raised for meat, 

fiber, milk, eggs, or other products. It includes day-to-day care, selective breeding, and the raising of 

livestock”. 

4. Forestry: Forestry word drive from French  “Forest” word means wooded country.  

               “ Forestry is defined as the theory and practice of all that constitutes the creation, conservation and 

scientific management of forests and the utilization of their resources (Anon, 1966).  It includes all thinking 



and all actions pertaining to creation and management of forests, including harvesting, marketing and 

utilization of all forest products and services.  It includes not only management of existing forests but also 

the creation of new forests”. 

5. Fishery science: Aquatic and fisheries science is the study of aquatic ecosystems to increase scientific 

understanding and to apply basic ecological principles to their management, thereby sustaining them for 

multiple uses.   

6. Agricultural Engineering :It is the branch of engineering involved with the design of farm machinery, with 

soil management, land development, and mechanization and automation of livestock farming, and with the 

efficient planting, harvesting, storage, and processing of farm commodities.  

7. Home Science: Home Science can be defined as the multidisciplinary field of study that deals with health, 

diet, caring child, textile and garment designing, managing resources and other subjects concerned with a 

home. 

Other Branches 

Apiculture: Apiculture word drive from two Latin words. It is a branch of agriculture in which deal study of 

bee keeping and honey production. 

Sericulture: Sericulture word drive from two Latin words. It is a branch of agriculture in which deal study of 

Silkworm (Bombyx mori) domestication and silk production. 

 Lac Culture: The English word lac synonyms Lakh in Hindi which itself is derivative of Sanskrit word Laksh 

meaning a lakh or hundred thousand. It would appear that Vedic people knew that the lac is obtained from 

numerous insects and must also know the biological and commercial aspects of lac industry. It is also worth 

to mention that a laksh griha would need a lot of lac which could only come from a flourishing lac industry 

in that period . It is a branch of agriculture in which deal study of Lac insect  (Laccifer lacca) domestication 

and lac production. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Note : this content is prepared from home. 

 


