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4 Aravidu 1570-1650 c.e. 

  
S.A. (3-Marks) 

Q.1.Describe the main features of the temples in Vijayanagara Empire. 

Ans.1. Architects were influenced by the Indo-Islamic architectural styles. 

2. Huge structure of temple. 

3. Gopuram and Mandapas. 

4. Temples were the symbol of Kings Power and resource. 

5. Building of story upon story above the "garbhagriha" called Vimana. 

6. Architecture was 'Dravida Style' but it had its own distinct features. 

7. Temples have a Kalyanamandapa, used to music, dance, drama etc. 

Q.2. How was the water requirements of Vijayanagara met? 

Ans. 1.Water requirements of Vijayanagara were met by the river Tungabhadra. 

2. Tanks were made to overcome this problem. 

3. Kamalapuram tank was used for irrigation and needs of the royal centres. 

4. Hiriya canal was the most prominent water works. 

Q.3 Examine how the Amara-Nayakas system was political innovation of the Vijayanagara Empire.  

Ans:  The Amara-Nayakas system was political innovation of the Vijayanagara Empire. 

1. This system had many features similar to the Iqta system of the Delhi Sultanate. 

2. Amara-Nayakas were military commanders who exercise power in the empire. 

3. They were given territories to govern by the raya. 

4. They collected taxes from the people in the area under their control. 

5. They were supposed to maintain a stipulate contingent of horses and elephants and provide them  

to the rulers of Vijayanagara at the time of any war. 

6. They also sent annual tribute to the king and personally appeared in the royal court with gifts to  
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               show their loyalty. 

Q.4. Why were the agricultural tracts incorporated within the fortified area of Vijayanagara? 

Ans: 1. Very often the purpose of military attacks during medieval times was to starve the defenders so  

          That they submit to the enemy forces. 

         2. Most of the times these attacks lasted for several months and sometimes even for years. 

         3. If the enemies attacked at the time of reaping harvest, they would burn the crops of the farmers so  

            as to starve the population. 

         4. So to give protection to their subjects and minimize the situation of starvation or famine in the city,  

          the rulers prepared themselves and built large granaries and incorporated the agricultural tracts  

           within the fortified area. 

Q.5. Which dynasty did Krishnadeva Raya belong to? Mention his expansion and consolidation policies. 

Ans: Krishnadeva Raya belonged to the Tuluva Dynasty. He ruled from 1509-1529. Under the rule of  

Krishnadeva, the Vijayanagara kingdom constantly remained in a state of military attentiveness. His rule is  

characterized by expansion and consolidation. He adopted the following expansion and consolidation  

policies: 

1. In 1512 he acquired the Raichur doab, i.e., the land between the Tungabhadra and Krishna rivers. 
 
2. In 1524 he subdued the rulers of Orissa. 

3. In 1520 the Sultan of Bijapur was severely defeated. 

4. He also founded a suburban township near Vijayanagara called Nagalapuram after his mother. 

Q.6. Examine the outcome of the battle of Rakshasi-Tangadi (Talikota). 

Ans: The battle at Talikota was fought between the combined forces of Bijapur, Ahmadnagar and Golconda  

And Vijayanagara Kingdom in 1565 AD near the villages of Rakshasi and Tangadi. The Vijayanagara army  

was led by Rama Raya, the chief minister of Vijayanagara. The Vijayanagara Empire suffered a defeated in  

this battle. Outcome of this battle were: 

1. The armies of the sultan looted and destroyed everything in the city of Vijayanagara. 

2. Within a few years the city was totally abandoned. 

3. This battle ended the prominence of Vijayanagara Empire in south India and gradually led to its  

destruction. 

Q. 7. Why were the water resources of the Vijayanagara empire developed? Give reasons. 

Vijayanagara empire was one of the most arid zones of the Peninsula, much importance was provided to  

water resources in the selection of capital. 

People of Vijayanagara obtained water in the following ways: 
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1. The water requirements of Vijayanagara were met by the natural basin formed by the river Tungabhadra. 

This river flows in a North-Easterly direction. It is surrounded by the stunning granite hills. These hills seem 

to form a girdle around the city. It is from these rocky outcrops that many streams flow down to the river. 

2. In order to meet the water requirements of the city, embankments were built along these streams to 

create reservoirs of different sizes. One most important of such tanks was built during the early years of the 

15 th century. It is now known as the Kamalapuram tank. The nearby fields were irrigated from the water of 

this tank. In order to meet the water requirements of the ‘Royal centre’, its water was also conducted 

through a channel to that place. 

3. Most of the water requirements of Vijayanagara were met with the  water of Hiriya canal, one of the 

most prominent water works. It was perhaps built by kings of the Sangama dynasty. It drew water . from a 

dam across the Tungabhadra. The cultivated valley separate the ‘sacred centre’ from the ‘urban core’. This 

was irrigated by the water from this canal. 

Thus, the rulers of Vijayanagara displayed a special interest in the preservation of the water resources.  

They made a number of important efforts in order to meet the water requirements of common men. 

Q.8.Why was Vitthala temple of the Vijayanagara unique? 

Ans: The Vitthala temple is the another shrine located at Vijayanagara empire. The uniqueness of this 

temple can be understood through the following points: 

1. The Vitthala temple is well-known ‘for its exceptional architecture and unmatched craftsmanship.  

2. The iconic temple has amazing stone structures such as musical pillars. It has 56 musical pillars. The  

             cluster of musical pillars was carved out of huge single pieces of resonant stone. 

3. A characteristic feature of this temple complexes is the chariot streets that extended from  

            gopuram in a straight line. 

4. These streets were paved with stone slabs and lined with pillared pavilions in which merchants set  

           up their shops. 

5. This temple has several halls and a unique shrine designed as a chariot. 

6. The principle deity of this temple was Vitthala, a form of Vishnu, which is generally worshipped in 

              Maharashtra. 

Q.9. Why did the imperial power of Vijayanagara decline after the death of Krishnadeva Raya? 

Ans: There are various reasons for the decline of Vijayanagara empire e.g. 

1. Strain began to show within the imperial structure after the death of Krishnadeva Raya in 1529. 

2. His successors were not much capable to stand up against the rebellious nayakas or military chief s  

         which were posing threat to Vijayanagara. 
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3. By 1542, control at the centre shifted to another ruling lineage, that of the Aravidu, which remained  

        in power till the end of the 17th century. 

4. During this period, the military ambitions of the rulers of Vijayanagara as well as those of the  

Deccan sultanates resulted in shifting alignments. 

5. Eventually, this led to an alliance of the sultanates against Vijayanagara. 

          Finally, in 1565, the combined armies of Bijapur, Ahmadnagar and Golconda defeated the army  

         of the Chief Minister of Vijayanagara, Rama Raya at Rakshari-Rangadi (Talikota). 

 


