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Q. Define Political party. 

POLITICAL PARTIES 
 A political party is a group of people who come together to contest elections and hold power in the 

government.  
 They agree on some policies and programmes for the society with a view to promote the collective 

good.  
 Since there can be different views on what is good for all,  parties try to persuade people why their 

policies are better than others.  
 They seek to implement these policies by winning popular support through elections. 

 
 A political party has three components: 
  a. the leaders, 
  b. the active members and 
 c. the followers 

 
 

Q. Define Partisan. 

 
 A person who is strongly committed to a party, group or faction. Partisanship is marked by a tendency 

to take a side and inability to take a balanced view on an issue. 
 

 

Q. Describe any five functions of Political parties. 

 1. Parties contest elections.  
   In most democracies, elections are fought mainly among the candidates put up by political parties.  

 

 2. Parties put forward different policies and  programmes and the voters choose from them.  
Each of us may have different opinions and views on what policies are suitable for the society.  
A party reduces a vast multitude of opinions into a few basic positions which it supports.  
A government is expected to base it policies on the line taken by the RULING PARTY. 
 

 3. Parties play a decisive role in making laws for a country.  
Formally, laws are debated and passed in the legislature.  
But most of the members belong to a party, they go by the direction of the party leadership, 
irrespective of their personal opinions.  

 
 4. Parties form and run governments. 

The big policy decisions are taken by political executive that comes from the political parties. 
Parties recruit leaders, train them and then make them ministers to run the government in the way 
they want. 
 
 



 5. Opposition Party.  
Those parties that lose in the elections play the role of opposition to the parties in power, by voicing 
different views and criticising government for its failures or wrong policies.  
Opposition parties also mobilise opposition to the government.  

 

 

Q. Why modern democracies cannot exist without political parties? OR Why do we need Political Parties? 

 As societies became large and complex, we also needed some agency to gather different views on  
various issues and to present these to the government.  

 We needed some ways, to bring various representatives together so that a responsible government 
could be formed.  

We can understand the necessity of political parties by imagining a situation without parties.  
 1. Every candidate in the elections will be independent.  
 2. So no one will be able to make any promises to the people about any major policy changes.  
 3. The government may be formed, but its utility will remain ever uncertain.  
 4. Elected representatives will be accountable to their constituency for what they do in the locality.  
 5. But no one will be responsible for how the country will be run. 

 
 

Q. Explain the different types of party system ? 

ONE PARTY SYSTEM 
  In some countries, only one party is allowed to control and run the government. 
 These are called one-party systems.  

  
 China, only the Communist Party is allowed to rule. 

 
TWO PARTY SYSTEM 

 When power changes between two main parties. 
 The United States of America and the United Kingdom are examples of two-party system. 

(Zimbabwe,Jamaica, etc.)  
 

MULTI PARTY SYSTEM 
 If several parties compete for power, and more than two parties have a reasonable chance of coming 

to power either on their own strength 
   or in alliance with others, we call it a multiparty system.  

 Thus in India, we have a multiparty system. (Brazil, Denmark, Italy, Pakistan etc. ) 
 
 

Q. MERITS AND DEMERITS OF DIFFERENT  PARTY SYSTEM  
ONE PARTY SYSTEM 

 MERITS- It enhance the government to mobilise every citizen to use his/her talent and energy. 
 DEMERITS- There is no choice of freedom to the citizen. 

TWO PARTY SYSTEM 
 MERITS- It prevents the danger of fragmentation and the government run smoothly. 
 DEMERITS- Less turn out due to less difference in political views. 

MULTI PARTY SYSTEM 
 MERITS- Variety of interest groups enjoy political representation. 
 DEMERITS-  Politically it is not  sound as it leads to instability and fragmentation in the government.  

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 


