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NOTES: 

Exception 7 – Uncountable nouns like advice, news, media, stationery, 
weather, progress, etc. are singular and take a singular verb. 
Example  

a. The best advice is to do ignore his behavior. 
b. Progress is the activity of today and the assurance of tomorrow. 

 

Exception 8 – A few nouns are always plural even though they don’t end in 
‘s’ and they take a plural verb. 
Example  

a. People have such strange ideas. 
b. The police were baffled.  

 

Exception 9 – A number is followed by a plural verb whereas the number is 
followed by a singular verb. 
Example  

a. A number of people have registered for this subject. 
b. The number of people we need to hire is thirteen. 
 

 

Exception 10 – A collective noun takes a singular verb, when the collection 
is thought of as one whole. It takes a plural verb when the stress is on the 
individuals. 
Example 

a. The cartel of oil supplying countries has submitted its report. 
b. The cartel of oil supplying countries are divided over the issue. 

 

NOW PRACTISE THESE QUESTIONS AND WRITE THEM IN THE COPY. 

Choose the correct form of the verb given in the brackets that agree with 
the subject. 



1. Neither the teacher nor the students _________________ (is/are) to 
be blamed for this act. 

2. Delhi is one of those cities that __________ (is / are) working hard to 
______________ (reduce/reduces) pollution. 

3. A few of the students__________ (are/ is) doing so well that they 
need not ____________ (study/ studies) long hours for exam. 

4. There ____________ (is/ are) several reasons why you should 
______________ (reconsider/ reconsiders) your decision. 

5. The fishing boat that _____________ (has/ have) been tied up at the 
harbour for three days __________ (was/ were) finally on its way this 
morning.  

6. Each of the suspected thieves __________ (was/ were) arrested by 
the police. 

7. The Mayor, together with his two officers, ____________ (was/ were) 
caught accepting bribes. 

8. Neither of my two suitcases _____________ (is/ are) adequate for 
such a long trip. 

9. Some of the vegetables ____________ (has/have) already gone bad. 
10. None of the waitlisted passengers _________________ (was/ were) 

allowed to board the train.   
 

CONTENT PREPARED AT HOME. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


