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ClASS Notes 

Class: VIII Topic:  The Judiciary 

Subject: SOCIAL SCIENCE 

NCERT TEXTUAL QUESTIONS 
 

EXERCISES- 

1. You read that one of the main function of the judiciary is ‘upholding the law and enforcing 
Fundamental Rights’. Why do you think an independent judiciary is necessary to carry out this 
important function. 

Ans. i) the independent judiciary allows the court to play a central role in securing that there is no misuse of 

power of the Legislature and judiciary. 

 ii) It guarantees that judges are free to decide honestly and impartially without the fear of interference of 

executive and legislature. 

iii) It protects the Fundamental Rights of the citizen because anyone can approach the court if they feel that their 

fundamental rights have been violated.. 

                                                   Hence independent judiciary is necessary to carry out the function of upholding 

the law and enforcing Fundamental Rights. It ensures the citizen that court will take fair judegment. 

2. Re-read the list of Fundamental Rights provided in Chapter1. How do you think the right to 

constitutional Remedies connects to the idea of judicial review? 

Ans.  The Right to Constitutional Remedies means if any one of the fundamental rights being denied to any 

citizen of the country, the individual or party has the right to file a case in the court. 

                                                                       On the other hand, Judiciary has the power to strike down particular 

laws passed by the parliament if they believe that it violates the basic structure of the constitution( including the 

Fundamental rights of the citizens). 

                 That means judiciary has the power to protect the rights of individual against the working of legislature 

or executive. In this way we can say that Right To Constitutional Remedies connects to the idea of judicial 

review. 

3. In the following illustration, fill in each tier with the judgments given by the various courts in the 

Sudha Goel case. Check your response with others in class. 

                                                           
Ans. i) Lower Court( Trail Court):- Laxman, his mother Shakuntala and his brother-in-law Subhash Chandra were  

sentenced to death. 

 ii) High Court:- Laxman, Shakuntala and Subhash Chandra were acquitted. 

iii) Supreme Court :- Laxman and shakuntala were given life imprisonment, while Subhash Chandra was 

acquitted due to lack of sufficient evidence. 

4. Keeping the Sudha Goel case in mind, tick the sentences that are true and correct the ones that are 

false. 

Ans. a) True  

b) False, Because we can’t appeal from a higher court to a  lower court. 

Correct- they went to High court after the Trail court had given decision. 
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c) False,  

Correct:- If they do not like the supreme court verdict, the accused cannot go back to Trail court. 

5. Why do you think the introduction of public Interest litigation(PIL) in the 1980s is a significant step in 

ensuring access to justice for all? 

Ans.  i) Access to court has always been difficult for a vast majority of the poor in India. Legal procedures 

involve a lot of money, time and paper work. 

 ii) PIL allowed any individual or organization to file a PIL in the High Court or Supreme Court on behalf of 

those whose rights were being violated. 

iii) The legal process was simplified and even a letter or telegram addressed to the Supreme Court could be 

treated as a PIL. 
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