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Summary(For understanding only,Not to be written in copy) 

Albert Einstein was born on 14th March in 1879, in the German city of Ulm. Till the age of two and 
half years, he could not speak and when he started speaking, he spoke every word twice. His 
playmates considered him to be boring and his mother thought that he was crazy because of the 
abnormally large size of his head. At school, his head master regarded him as stupid and good for 
nothing. But he proved them all wrong.At the age of 6, at the insistence of his mother, he learned 
to play the violin. He became a gifted violinist. At the age of 15, his family moved to Munich. He did 
not feel comfortable with the strict discipline at the school and left it. On completing his schooling, 
he joined the University at Zurich because the atmosphere there was more liberal and accepted 
new ideas and concepts. He showed more interest in Physics and Mathematics. He met a fellow 
student, Mileva Maric at the University. She was equally intelligent and clever. Later on, they 
married and had 2 sons but unfortunately their marriage did not survive and were divorced in 
1919.After completing his education, Albert worked as a technical expert in the patent office at 
Bern. Here, he worked secretly on his idea on relativity. In 1915, he published his paper on special 
theory of relativity, followed by the world-famous equation E = mc2.In 1915, he published his 
paper on General Theory of Relativity, which gave an absolutely new definition to the concept of 
gravity. This theory made him a famous figure. In 1919, during the solar eclipse, his theory came 
out to be accurate and revolutionized physics. In 1933, he emigrated to the USA as Nazis had 
come to power in Germany. He did not want his finding and research to be used for destruction. In 
1938, when Germany discovered the principle of Nuclear Fission, he was the first person to write 
to the American President about the dangers of the atomic bombs.In 1945, when America dropped 
the Atomic Bombs on Nagasaki and Hiroshima, he was deeply hurt and wrote to the United 
Nations for the formation of a world government to prevent recurrence of such destruction.He 
spent his later days in politics advocating world peace and democracy. He died at the age of 76 in 
the year 1955 
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Question 3: 

Explain what the reasons for the following are 

(i) Einstein leaving the school in Munich for good. 

Answer- Albert Einstein left the school in Munich because he hated the school's strict and controlled 
environment, and often had disagreements with his teachers. 

(ii) Einstein wanting to study in Switzerland rather than in Munich. 

Answer- According to Einstein, Switzerland was more liberal than Munich. Hence, he wanted to 
study in Switzerland. 
(iii) Einstein seeing in Mileva an ally. 

Answer- Einstein found in Mileva an ally because she, like him, disapproved of the “philistines” or 
the people who did not like art, literature or music. 

(iv) What do these tell you about Einstein? 



Answer-These tell that Einstein was a genius and had the capabilities to achieve his targets. 
Moreover, he had his own view of life. He liked freedom too much. 

 

Question 4. 
What did Einstein call his desk drawer at the patent office? Why? 
Answer: 
Einstein called his desk drawer at the patent office the “bureau of theoretical physics”. Einstein was 
actually developing his own ideas in secret and his drawer had all the evidences which could reveal 
the secret. 

 

Question 5. 
Why did Einstein write a letter to Franklin Roosevelt? 
Answer: 
With the emergence of Nazis in Germany, 
Einstein emigrated to the United States. It was the fact that the Nazis had the ability to develop the 
atomic bomb. It could destroy the whole world. So he warned Franklin D. Roosevelt in his letter. 

 

Question 6. 
How did Einstein react to the bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki? 
Answer: 
The atomic bomb devastated the Japanese cities of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. He was deeply shaken 
by the extent of the destruction and wrote a public missive to the United Nations. 

 

Question 7. 
Why does the world remember Einstein as a ‘world citizen’? 

Answer: 
The world remembers Einstein as a ‘world citizen’ because he believed in universal peace. When 
there was the rat race for becoming atomic power, he was worried about the aftermaths of the 
bomb. He was really a world citizen who was concerned with humanity. 

 

Extra short answers questions- 

 

Question 1: 
What is Einstein’s Special Theory of Relativity ?  

Answer: 
According to Einstein’s special theory of relativity, time and distance are not absolute. From this 
followed the world’s most famous formula which describes the relationship between mass and 
energy i.e., E = mc2. 

 

Question 2: 
Why did Einstein’s play mates call him “Brother Boring” ? 

Answer: 
Einstein could not mix up with other children. He did not find their games interesting. He often 
uttered every word twice. He was often teased for his abnormally huge head. And so his friends 
nicknamed him “Brother Boring.” 



 

Long Answer Type Questions (4 marks each) 
(About 80-100 words each) 
 

Question 1: 
Write down the achievements of Albert Einstein. 

Answer: 
Albert Einstein was really a scientific genius. He felt at home in Mathematics but he showed keen 
interest in physics. After graduating from the university in Zurich he started working vigorously. With 
his university education he was working on relativity. After his graduation, he remained jobless. So, 
he gave private lessons. In 1902, he secured a job as a technical expert in the patent office in Bera. 
But he went on developing his own ideas. The world showered honors on him. He was honored with 
Noble prize in 1921. 

 

Question 2: 
Einstein was an unusual child with no indication of his potential greatness. Comment. 

Answer: 
Einstein’s head was larger than the usual head. He was called “Brother Boring” because he never 
mixed up with his classmates. He left school because he was not happy with the strict regimentation. 
He loved mechanical toys and thought his sister to be a toy. The head master thought him to be 
stupid and good for nothing and that he would never succeed in life. He also told Einstein’s father 
that whatever profession he chose would not matter, because “he will never make a success at 
anything”. This proves that Einstein was an unusual child with no indication of his potential 
greatness. 
 

Value Based Question (4 marks) 

Question 1: 
Do you think that in today’s context national boundaries are overcome by global issued ? 
Answer: 
The world is undoubtedly a global village. Any issue cannot be resolved at the national level alone. 
This has been reflected in the case of Albert Einstein. He wrote to the President of the U.S.A. about 
the evils of a nuclear war, requesting him to take some measures. It is definitely the responsibility of 
each one of us to shoulder the responsibility of protecting the world. 
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