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Q.9.Read the following passage carefully and answer the questions given below; 

On 16 May, 1875 the district magistrate of Poona wrote to the police commissioner: 

On arrival at Supa on Saturday May 15, learnt of the disturbance. One house of a money lender 

was burnt down; about a dozen were forcibly broken into and completely gutted of their content. 

Account papers, bonds, grains, country cloth were burnt in the street where heaps of ashes are 

still to be seen. The chief constable apprehended 50 persons. Stolen property worth Rs. 2000 

was recovered. The estimated loss is over Rs. 25000. Moneylenders claim is over 1 lakh. 

(I) Where and how did the Deccan riots start? 

Ans. The riot started from Supa, a large village in Poona district. It was market centre where many 
shopkeepers and moneylenders lived. On 12 May, 1875 riots from the surrounding rural areas 
attacked the shopkeepers and demanded their bahikhatas and debt bonds. They burnt the 
Khatas and looted grain shops. 
(II) What steps did the British take to quell the revolt? 

Ans. The British established police station in the village. Reinforcements were rushed to the Deccan, 
95% people were arrested and many were convicted. 
(III) State two reasons why peasants revolted? 

Ans. High revenue demand and rigid system of collection angered the peasants, the moneylenders 
manipulating laws and forging accounts 
Q.10.How did zamindar of Bengal succeed to save their zamindaries during auction? Explain it 

Ans (i) Numerous purchasers came to the auction and estate were sold to highest bidder. Many of 
purchasers turned out to be servants and agent of Rajas who had bought the land on behalf of their 
masters. 
(ii) Over 95% of sale at the auction was fictitious the Rajas state had been publically sold but he 
remained in control of his Zamindari. 
(iii) When a part of state was auctioned zamindars’ men bought property, out bidding other 
purchasers. Subsequently they refused to pay of money, so that state had to be re sold. Once again it 
was bought by Zamindar’s agent, once again the purchase money was not paid, and once again there 
was an auction. At last the state was sold at low price back to zamindars men. 
(iv) When people from outside, the Zamindari bought an Estate at an auction, they could not always 
take possession. Sometimes even the Ryot resisted entry of outsiders. 
(v) Many Rajas transferred some of his zamindaries to his mother. Since company had decreed that 
property of women could not be taken over. 
(vi) By the above methods rajas succeed to save their zamindaries during auction at British time. 
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Q.11. Give the account of Buchanan in detail. Why did East India Company appoint him as 
surveyor? Explain it. 
Ans (i) Buchanan was the employee of East India Company and he marched everywhere with 
draftsmen, surveyors. 
(ii) Buchanan had specific instructions about what he had to look for and what had to record 
according to company need because company wanted to exploit Indian resources. 
(iii) Buchanan was extra ordinary observer. He observed the stones and rocks, different strata and 
layers of soil he searched for minerals, iron, mica granite and saltpetre. 
(iv) Buchanan wrote how the land could be transformed and made more productive. 
(v) What craft could be cultivated, which trees cut down and which ones grown. 
(vi) Buchanan vision and Priorities different from those of the local inhabitants, his assessment of 
what was necessary was set by the commercial concerned of the company. 
(vii) He was inevitably critical of life style of forest dwellers and felt that forest land to be turned into 
agricultural lands. He gave the details of santhal life style. 
(viii) Company wanted to consolidate its power and expanded its commerce by natural resources it 
could control. Hence company appointed Buchanan survey the natural resources of India in 
Rajmahal hills. 
 
Q.12. Who were Santhals? Why did they revolt against British? 

Ans. I. Santhals were the tribal’s residing foothill of Rajmahal. By 1832 a large areas of land was 
demarcated as Damin-I Koh. 
II. The Land to santhal stipulated that at least one – tenth of the area was to cleared and cultivated 
within ten years. 
III. Cultivation expanded, an increased volume of revenue flowed into company’s coffers. 
IV. The Santhals soon founded that the land they had bought under cultivation was slipping away 
from their hands. The state was levying heavy taxes on the land that the santhal cleared. 
V. Moneylender (dikus) were charging them high rate of interest and taking over the land when land 
debt remained unpaid. 
VI. Zamindar were asserting control over Damin area. 
VII. By the 1850s Santhal thought that time had come to rebel against zamindars, moneylender, and 
colonial state. Siddhu Manjhi and Kanhu were revolt leaders of Santhal community. 
VIII. Revolt begin in 1855 and Santhal attacked on British, Dikus, moneylender and killed so 
many Britishers. 
IX. But British crushed the revolt brutally by killing, hanging Santhal leaders and Santhal people. In 
1856 Santhal pargana was created, carving out 5500 sq miles from the districts of Bhagalpur and 
Birbhum. 
 

SOURCE BASED QUESTION 
 

On clearance and settled cultivation 

Passing through one village in the lower Rajmahal hills, Buchanan wrote:  
The view of the country is exceedingly fine, the cultivation, especially the narrow valleys of rice 
winding in all directions, the cleared lands with scattered trees, and the rocky hills are in perfection; 
all that is wanted is some appearance of progress in the area and a vastly extended and improved 
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cultivation, of which the country is highly susceptible. Plantations of Asan and Palas, for Tessar 
(Tassar silk worms) and Lac, should occupy the place of woods to as great an extent as the demand 
will admit; the remainder might be all cleared, and the greater part cultivated, while what is not fit 
for the purpose, might rear Plamira (palmyra) and Mowa (mahua). 
(i) Mention about Buchanan’s opinion of how the land of Rajmahal hills could be made more 
productive. 
Ans- Plantations of Asan and Palas, for Tessar (Tassar silk worms) and Lac; while what 
is not fit for the purpose, might rear Plamira (palmyra) and Mowa (mahua). 
(ii) How were Buchanan’s vision and priorities on development different from the local 
inhabitants? Explain. 
Ans- Buchanan’s assessment of what was necessary was shaped by the commercial 
concerns of the Company and modern Western notions of what constituted progress. He 
was inevitably critical of the lifestyles of forest dwellers and felt that forests had to be 
turned into agricultural lands. 
(iii) Explain how the inhabitants of the Rajmahal hills felt about Buchanan’s ideas of production. 

Ans-The experience of pacification campaigns and memories of brutal repression shaped the 
perception of British infiltration into the Rajmahal area. Every white man appeared to represent a 
power that was destroying their way of life and means of survival, snatching away their control over 
their forests and lands. People were hostile, apprehensive of officials and unwilling to talk to them. 
In many instances they deserted their villages and absconded. 
 

CHAPTER 3 
 

Kinship, Caste And Class Early Societies 
(C. 600 BCE - 600 CE) 

Key concepts in nutshells 

Historians tried to understand the social set up, social practices during these periods. 

Therefore, taken Mahabharata as a case study for better understanding of the concept.  

It covers wide range of social set up. 

Family which is a unit and is part of large networks of people we define as relatives 

System of patriliny - prevalent in north India 

Blood relations example two groups of cousins - the Kauravas & the Pandavas Both belonging to a 

single ruling family, that of the Kurus, a lineage dominating one of the janapadas. 

Under Patriliny, sons could claim the resources (including the throne in case of kings) of their father 

when the latter died. 

Rules of Marriage : Types of marriages - Eight 

e.g. Endogamy - Marriage in own caste or place 

Exogamy - Marriage out of his gotra 
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Polygyny- A system in which husband has more than one wife. 

Polyandry- A system in which wife has many husbands. 

The Gotra of women - prevalent system 

a. After marriage women had to give up fathers gotra and opt that of their husband on marriage 

b. Members of same gotra could not marry 

Importance of mothers - In north son was known by his father's name. In South Satavahana  

rulers were identified through matronymics (names derived from that of the mother) 

Example Satavahana rulers - 

Gautamiputra means son of Gautami (mother) 

Vaisisthiputa means son of Vasisisthi (mother) 

In North norms were laid down by the Brahmanas in Sanskrit texts like Dharmashastra and 

Dharmasutras 

- According to the Sutras only Kshatriyas could be a king - It also talked about occupation and caste. 

Evolving jatis and social mobility - other than prescribed four varnas - i.e. Brahman, Kshatriya, 
Vaishya and Shudra. Other occupation like hunting, work of goldsmith or swarnakara, carpenter etc 
were put into jatis. 
Varna and access to property 

According to the Brahmanical texts kings depicted as wealthiest Priests also 
generally shown as rich - Mahabharata classified under two heads 
 a. Narrative - contains stories 

 b. Didactic -contains prescription about social norms, messages. 

- Manusmriti is considered the most important Dharma Sutra and Dharmashastra. It was compiled 
between 200 BCE and 200 CE. This Laid down rules governing social life. 
- During Mahabharata age gotras were considered very important by higher varna of societies. 

- Social differences prevailed and integration took place within the framework of caste system. 

The original version of Mahabharata is in Sanskrit 

 


