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Q. How did Johann Gottfried Herder believed to develop nationalist feelings among the Germans ? 3 

                                       Johann Gottfried Herder-Germany 

 Romanticist German philosopher Johann Gottfried Herder (1744-1803) claimed that true German 
culture was to be discovered among the common people – das volk.  

 It was through folk songs, folk poetry and folk dances that the true spirit of the nation (volksgeist) was 
popularised.  

 So collecting and recording these forms of folk culture was essential to the project of nation-building.  
 

 

Q. How did Karol Karpunski believed to develop nationalist feelings among the Germans ?  3 

He celebrated the national struggle through his operas and music, turning folk dances like the polonaise and 
mazurka into nationalist symbols. 

 Poland, which had been partitioned at the end of the eighteenth century by the 
   Great Powers – Russia, Prussia and Austria.  

 Even though Poland no longer existed as an independent territory, national feelings were kept alive 
through music and language.  

 

Q. Give examples of how language play an important role  in developing nationalist sentiments. 3 
 

 After Russian occupation, the Polish language was forced out of schools and the Russian language was 
imposed everywhere. 

 Following this, many members of the clergy in Poland began to use language as a weapon of national 
resistance. 

 Polish was used for Church gatherings and all religious instruction. 
 As a result, a large number of priests and bishops were put in jail or sent to Siberia by the Russian 

authorities as punishment for their refusal to preach in Russian.  
 The use of Polish came to be seen as a symbol of the struggle against Russian dominance.  

 

 

Q. Why 1830s were years of great economic hardship in Europe? (Any five points ) 5 

 1.  The first half of the nineteenth century saw an enormous increase in population all over Europe. 
  2. In most countries there were more seekers of jobs than employment.  
 3. Population from rural areas migrated to the cities to live in overcrowded slums.  
 4. Small producers in towns were often faced with stiff competition from imports of cheap machine-

made goods from England, where industrialisation was more advanced than on the continent.  
 5. This was especially so in textile production, which was carried out mainly in homes or small 

workshops and was only partly mechanised.  
 6. In those regions of Europe where the aristocracy still enjoyed power, peasants struggled under the 

burden of feudal dues and obligations.  
 7. The rise of food prices or a year of bad harvest led to widespread pauperism in town and country.  

 

 



Q. Describe the episode of Frankfurt Parliament. 5 

In Germany members were middle-class professionals, businessmen and Prosperous on 18 May 1848, elected 
831mrepresentatives marched in a festive procession to take their places in the Frankfurt parliament 
convened in the Church of St Paul. They drafted constitution for a German nation to be headed by a monarchy 
subject to a parliament.  

 
 When the deputies offered the crown on these terms to Friedrich Wilhelm IV, King of Prussia, he 

rejected it and joined other monarchs to oppose the elected assembly.  
 While the opposition of the aristocracy and military became stronger, the social basis of parliament 

eroded. 
 The parliament was dominated by the middle classes who resisted the demands of workers and 

artisans and consequently lost their support. 
 In the end troops were called in and the assembly was forced to disband. 
 Thus the effort to unify the German states through the Frankfurt parliament failed. 

 

Q. How was the process of Unification of Germany concluded? 5 

1. This liberal initiative to nation-building was, however, repressed by the combined forces of the 
monarchy and the military, supported by the large landowners (called Junkers) of Prussia. 

2. Prussia took on the leadership of the movement for national unification. Its chief minister. 
3. Bismarck, was the architect of this process carried out with the help of the Prussian army and 

bureaucracy.  
    

4. He followed the policy of BLOOD AND IRON in which he entered into negotiation with FRANCE to 
fight against AUSTRIA. France agreed so as to gain territories as per negotiations and  avenge her 
enemy AUSTRIA, which was cleverly mastered  by Bismarck to win FRANCE to his side in the war. 

   
5. Subsequently three wars over a period of seven years – with Austria, Denmark and France – 

ended in Prussian victory and completed the process of unification. 
In January 1871, the Prussian king, William I , was proclaimed German Emperor in a ceremony held at 
Versailles. 
  ** IMP……The new state placed a strong emphasis on modernising the currency, banking, legal 
   and judicial systems in Germany.  

 

 

Q. Describe the process of the Unification of Italy. 5 

Introduction--The failure of revolutionary uprisings both in 1831 and 1848 meant that the mantle 
now fell on Sardinia-Piedmont under its ruler King Vic tor Emmanuel II to unify the Italian states 
through war.  

 1. In the eyes of the ruling elites of this region, a unified Italy offered them the possibility of economic 
development and political dominance. 

 2. Chief Minister Cavour who led the movement to unify the regions of Italy was neither a 
revolutionary nor a democrat. 

 3. Through a tactful diplomatic alliance with France engineered by Cavour, Sardinia-Piedmon 
succeeded in defeating the Austrian forces in 1859.  

 4. Apart from regular troops, a large number of armed volunteers under the leadership of Giuseppe 
Garibaldi joined the fray.  

 5. In 1860, they marched into South Italy and the Kingdom of the Two Sicilies and succeeded in 
winning the support of the local peasants in order to drive out the Spanish rulers.  

In 1861 Victor Emmanuel II was proclaimed king of united Italy.  
 It was only in 1870 when, during the war with Prussia, France withdrew its troops from Rome that the 

Papal States were finally joined to Italy.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


