
   Class Notes 

Class: XI Topic: Chapter 2 Writing and City Life 

Subject: HISTORY 

 

Different Names used for the same civilization: 
1.      Mesopotamian civilization - The name Mesopotamia is derived from the Greek  
words mesos, meaning middle, and Potamos, meaning river. Mesopotamia means the  

land between the (Euphrates and the Tigris) rivers.  

2.      Sumerian Civilisation- The first known language of Mesopotamia was Sumerian.  

That is why this civilization is otherwise called as Sumerian Civilisation 

3.      Babylonian Civilisation- After 2000 BCE, when Babylon became an important city  

of this civilization it is called as Babylonian Civilisation. 

4.       Akkadian Civilisation -Around 2400 BCE when Akkadian speakers arrived and  

established their rule in southern part of Mesopotamia it was called as Akkadian  

civilisation. 

5.       Assyrians Civilisation - when Assyrians speakers arrived and established their  

rule in southern part of Mesopotamia it was called as Assyrians civilisation 

Features of Mesopotamian civilisation: 

1.Mesopotamian civilisation is known for its prosperity, city life, voluminous  

literature, its mathematics and astronomy. 

2.Mesopotamia’s writing system and literature spread to the eastern  

Mediterranean, northern Syria, and Turkey. 

1. Where is Mesopotamia? 
Ans. Mesopotamia is in the republic of Iraq. It is situated between two world famous rivers; 
Euphrates and Tigris. The ancient Mesopotamian civilization also flourished in this region. 

2. For which reason Mesopotamian river is well known? 
Ans. It is well known for its development of city life, rich literature, and mathematics 
3. When and where did archaeological work begin in Mesopotamia first of all? 
Ans. First of all, archaeological work began in Mesopotamia in 1840 at the given sites. 

• Uruk 
• Mari 

4. What is the meaning of the word ‘Mesopotamia’? 

Ans. The word ‘Mesopotamia’ is derived from two Greek words ‘Mesos’ and ‘Potamos’. The word 
‘Mesos’ means the middle and ‘Potamas’ means river. Hence, the land lying or situated between 
two rivers (Tigris and Euphrates) is called Mesopotamia 
 
5. What does the Bible depict about flood? 



Ans. According to the Holy book of Christian, i.e. the Bible, the flood was meant to destroy all 
forms of life on the earth. However, God chose a human being Noah to ensure that life must go on 
after the flood. 

6. Where was city life developed first of all in the world? Name the cities also. 
Ans: The city life developed or came into being first of all in the world in Mesopotamia. These 
earliest developed cities were: 

• Ur 
• Uruk 
• Kish. 

7. Who founded Ur and when? 
Ans: Ur was founded by Mesanepada. It was founded in 2670 BCE. This town was a famous part as 
well as a trading town. 

8. List some items which are essential for urban development. 
Ans. Efficient transport network, trade, crafts, services, etc. 

9. What did Mesopotamian tablets contain? When were these tablets written? 
Ans. The Mesopotamian tablets contained only symbols and numbers. These tablets contained the 
signs/symbols of fish, bread, leaves and were written around 3200 BCE. 

 
 
10. What do you know about the script used by Mesopotamia’s? 
Ans. The Mesopotamian script was pictographic. It represented signs, symbols, and pictures to 
depict objects. It was around 2600 BCE when a system of writing known as cuneiform developed. 

11. Which was the earliest language known to Mesopotamia’s? By which language was it 
replaced?  
Ans. The earliest language known to Mesopotamia’s was Sumerian. This was replaced by Akkadian 
language around 2400 BCE. 

12. What is the meaning of Cuneiform? 
Ans. The word ‘Cuneiform’ is derived from two Latin words. These words are ‘Cuneus’ meaning 
‘wedge’ and ‘forma’ meaning ‘Shape’. Thus, the wedge shaped symbols which represent the 
syllable and sound of a word is called cuneiform. 



 

13. Which two things indicate that ‘only a few Mesopotamia’s could read and write’? 
Ans. Two things indicate that only a few’ Mesopotamia’s could read and write are: 

1. 300 signs were available to read and write. It was a very lengthy procedure. 
2. Reading and writing of these signs were very complicated. 

 
 
 

14. Which was the center of main urban institution? 
Ans. Temple was the main center of urban institution where all kinds of things related to daily uses 
of the commoners were carried out. 

15. Which was the famous epic of Sumerian literature? 
Ans. The famous epic of Sumerian literature was ‘Gilgamesh‘. It also occupies a unique place in the 
world of literature. 

16. When and how Gilgamesh was composed? 
Ans. ‘Gilgamesh’ was composed during 2000 BCE in 12 tablets. It was written about Uruk ruler 
Gilgamesh who occupied the throne around 2700 BCE 
 

17. What do you know about the ancient town Ur of Mesopotamia? 
Ans. This city was founded by Mesapnanda about 2670 BCE. It was a well-known commercial 
centre and a port was destroyed by Elemites around 2200 BCE. 

• Ur was re-established under Ur-Nammu in 2100 BCE. 
• It was first excavated by British excavator J.E. Taylor in 1854-55. 
• This city was designed without planning as the excavation depicted. 
• Excavation was carried out on a large scale during 1920’s and 1930’s, under the supervision of 

Sir Leonard Woollsey. 



  18. Which factors suggest that Ur was an unplanned city? 
   Ans. Ur was an unplanned city because excavation here reveals that people used to throw     
domestic garbage in the street. 

• As a result of this, the level of the streets began to increase. Holders had to raise the level 
of their house for proper arrangement of light inside their rooms. 

• It was made possible through doors, rather than windows. 

• Several superstitious beliefs were also prevalent among Ur people regarding their houses 
under consideration. For example, they raised threshold of a house that brought 
prosperity.  

• They believed that the first door that did not open towards another house was good and 
praiseworthy. 

• In case, the door opened outward, it is believed that their strained relations between the 
husband and the wife residing in it. 

19. Discuss the features of town planning of early urban society. 
                                              Or 
Discuss the essential values of Mesopotamian’s town planning. 
 

Ans. Features of town planning of early urban societies: 

• The Mesopotamian cities were designed according to a definite plan. Hammurabi had issued 
a special order to construct cities according to a definite plan. 

• Special attention was paid towards the strength of the building. 
• Baked bricks were used for constructing buildings. 
• Any violation regarding the construction rules were dealt with severely. 
• Most of the buildings, i.e. the houses were of single story. There used to be an open 

courtyard in these houses. Along with this courtyard rooms were constructed. 
• Some people also built basement in their houses to beat heat. 
• There was also well adequate provision for roads in towns. 

20. What do you know about ancient Mesopotamian town Kish? 
Ans.   

• Ancient Mesopotamian town Kish was situated 12 kilometers east of Babylon.  

• This city flourished around 3000 BCE under the ruler Urtung, who invaded Iran and 
subjected it to loot and plunder.  

• This town reached its zenith of prosperity during the period from 2800 to 2300 BCE. It 
continued to flourish till 600 BCE.  

• The first woman ruler of the Kish was Ku-baba, who ascended the throne, in 2450 BCE.  

• The excavation work here was carried out by French archaeologist, between 1912 to 1914 
CE.  

• There Ziggurates, a temple and extensive palaces were excavated here by archaeologists 



21. State the points of similarities and differences between Indus valley and Mesopotamian 
civilization. 
Ans. Similarities: 
Both are river valley civilizations. Indus valley civilization flourished along the bank of river Indus, 
while Mesopotamian civilization flourished along the banks of Tigris and Euphrates. 
Both are known for their excellent town planning. 
Baked bricks were used for construction. 
 

Differences 
Mesopotamian 

Civilization 
Indus valley Civilization 

Regarding town 

planning 

• Lack of town planning 

• Streets were narrow 

• No uniformity was followed while 

constructing houses. 

• Excellent town planning 

• Streets were wider and straight. 

• Uniformity was followed in the 

construction of houses. City was 

divided into a number of blocks. 

Regarding 

drainage 

system 

Drainage system was not efficient. 

Drains were not covered and water 

flowed from it through clay pipes. 

Drainage system was very efficient. It 

was far excellent when compared to 

other contemporary civilizations. 

 

 


