
 

Class 9  Geography -- Chapter 1 
 

INDIA: SIZE AND LOCATION   

 

TOPICS IN THIS CHAPTER 
• India's Location  
•  Its Size  
• India and the World  
• Its neighbours 

LOCATION  • Lies entirely in Northern hemisphere between 
latitudes 8°4' N and 37°6' N and longitudes 68°7' E and 97°25' E. 
 • Divided by Tropic of cancer (23°30' N) in almost two equal parts. 
It passes through 8 states- Gujarat, Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh, 
Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand, West Bengal, Tripura, Mizoram. 



 • In Southeast, Andaman and Nicobar islands lie in Bay of Bengal. 
 • In Southwest, Lakshadweep islands lie in Arabian Sea. 
INDIA AND THE WORLD 
 • Total Area of India is 3.28 million square km which is 2.4 percent 
of the total area of the world 
 • It is seventh largest country in the world in terms of landmass.  
• It has land boundary about 15,200 km and the total length of the 
coast line of the mainland including Andaman and Nicobar and 
Lakshadweep islands is 7,516.6 km. 
 • In the northwest, north and north east of India, young fold 
mountains (Himalaya) bounds it.  
• South of about 22° north latitude, India narrows and finally 
extends towards the Indian Ocean. It also divides it into two seas, 
the Arabian Sea on the west and the Bay of Bengal on its east. 
➢  EXTENT AND STANDARD MERIDIAN 
➢ LATITUDINAL AND LONGITUDINAL EXTENT  The latitudinal and 

longitudinal extent of the mainland is about 30°.   
➢ The time along the Standard Meridian (82°30' E) passing through 

Mirzapur in UP is taken as the Indian Standard Time for whole 
country. It passes through Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, 
Chhattisgarh, Andhra Pradesh and Telengana. 

➢ The time gap between Arunachal Pradesh present in the east 
and Gujarat present in the west is about 2 hours. The latitudinal 
extent influences the duration of day and night, as one moves 
from south to north. 

  INDIA AND THE WORLD  

• India is located in the centre of the World between East and 
the West Asia.  

• The routes across the Indian ocean which connect the 
countries of Europe in the West and the countries of East Asia 
provide a strategic central location to India.  

• The Deccan Peninsula helps India to establish close contact 
with West Asia, Africa and Europe from the western coast and 
with Southeast and East Asia from the eastern coast.  
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• The Ocean which is south of India given name Indian Ocean as 
no other country has a long coastline on the Indian Ocean as 
India has. 

 LARGEST COUNTRIES OF THE WORLD 

➢ The land routes of India are much older than sea route. 
Various passes across mountains in the north have provided 
passages to the ancient travellers as ocean limited such 
interaction for a long time.  

➢  The land routes helped India in the exchange of ideas and 
commodities since ancient times.  

➢  India have propagated the ideas of the Upanishads and the 
Ramayana, the stories of Panchtantra, the Indian numerals 
and the decimal system as well as given spices, muslin and 
other merchandise to different countries.  

➢  Also, the influence of Greek sculpture, and the architectural 
styles of dome and minarets from West Asia can be seen in 
different parts of India. 

ITS NEIGHBOURS  India is comprised of 28 states and 9 union 

territories and shares its land boundary with  → Northwest: 
Pakistan and Afghanistan → North: China, Nepal, Bhutan → East: 
Myanmar and Bangladesh → South: Sri Lanka and Maldives 

• INDIA AND ADJACENT COUNTRIES 

• Sri Lanka is separated from India by a narrow channel of sea 
formed by the Palk Strait and the Gulf of Mannar  

• Maldives is situated to the south of the Lakshadweep Islands.  

• A peninsula is a piece of land that is bordered by water on 
three sides but connected to mainland on one side. 

Additional Questions And Answers 
• 1. How did India’s contact with the rest of the world contribute 

in the exchange of ideas and commodities? Explain. 
Answer:India held an important position in the ancient world. 
It had trade relations with many countries. One of the famous 
land routes was connected to the famous silk route of China. 
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• These routes contributed in the exchange of ideas and 
commodities since ancient times. 

• The ideas of the Upanishads and the Ramayana, the stories of 
Panchatantra, the Indian numerals and the decimal system 
thus could reach many parts of the world.  

• The spices, muslin and other merchandise were taken from 
India to different countries. On the other hand, the influence 
of Greek sculpture, and the architectural styles of dome and 
minarets from West Asia can be seen in different parts of our 
country. 

• India had trade relations with South-East Asian countries like 
Cambodia, Java, Sumatra, Bali, Sri Lanka, Burma and Siam. 

• During the Medieval period, India came in close contact with 
many foreign lands such as the Arabs, the Turks, the Mongols, 
the Chinese and the Europeans. 

• 2. “India has a long coastline which is advantageous”. Explain.  
Answer:India has the longest coastline on the Indian Ocean. 
This long coastline (7,517 km) has given a tremendous boost to 
India’s maritime trade. Almost 90% of India’s international 
trade is carried on through sea. 

• India has this long coastline mainly due to the Deccan 
peninsula extending into the Indian Ocean and dividing it into 
two water bodies, viz., the Arabian Sea and the Bay of Bengal. 

• India’s central location at the head of the Indian Ocean and its 
long coastline have helped in its interaction through the sea. 
The sea routes passing through the ocean provide easy 
connectivity to India with the West and the East. 

• This long coastline on the Arabian Sea and the Bay of Bengal 
has helped India to establish close maritime contacts in the 
following ways: 

• With West Asia, Africa and Europe from the western coast. 
• With East Asia and the South-east Asia from the eastern 

coast. 

 

 



Mapwork 

 
1. The island groups of India lying in the Arabian Sea and the Bay of Bengal. 

2. The countries constituting Indian Subcontinent. 

3. The states through which the Tropic of Cancer passes. 

4. The northernmost latitude in degrees. 

5. The southernmost latitude of the Indian mainland in degrees. 

6. The eastern and the western most longitudes in degrees. 

7. The place situated on the three seas. 

8. The strait separating Sri Lanka and India. 

9. The Union Territories of India. 
 


