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Class:  IX Topic: Rain On The Roof 
 

Subject:  ENGLISH 

 

Summary 

The poem ‘Rain on the Roof’ talks about the poet’s varied reactions to the sound of raindrops 
falling on the roof of his house. He says that the raindrops at night are like tears shed by the sad, 
dark night. He loves to lie in bed and hear rain falling on the roof of his room because it gets back 
sweet memories of the past. He says that the sound of rain drops helps him fall asleep and gives 
him sweet dreams. He has memories of his loving mother who would put them to sleepThinking 
about the poem 

(Page -42) 
Question 1. 
What do the following phrases mean to you? 
 

(i) humid shadows 
ii) starry spheres 
iii) what a bliss 
iv) a thousand dreamy fancies into busy being start 
v) a thousand recollections weave their air-threads into woof 

Answer: 

i) humid shadows: These are the shadows of different things which become wet during the rainy 
season. 

ii) starry spheres: The area where stars appear in a group in the sky 

iii) what a bliss: The poet feels happy when he listens to the rain drops 

iv) a thousand dreamy fancies into busy being start: The poet starts recollecting the past and 
finds himself lost in reveries and dreams in the rainy weather. 

v) a thousand recollections weave their air-threads into woof: The poet recollects hundreds of 
memories in the rainy season. They weave a weft with the help of air-threads. 

 

Question 2. 
What does the poet like to do when it rains? 
Answer: 
When it rains, the poet wants to lie on bed in a cottage and listen to pitter-patter sound of the rain 

 

Question 3. 
What is the single major memory that comes to the poet’s mind? Who are the “darling dreamers” he refers 
to? 
Answer: 
The poet’s mother is the single major memory that comes to his mind. ‘Darling dreamers’ are those ‘kids’ 
who remember their mothers like the poet. 

 

Question 4. 
Is the poet now a child? Is his mother still alive? 
Answer: 
No, the poet is not a child. His mother is no more. But her memories still haunt him. 



 

Additional Questions- 

Short answer type questions 

Question 1. What is a ‘bliss’ for a poet in the poem? 
Answer: 
The poet loves rain because it carries him in old memories. He thinks it is bliss to hear the sound of the 
rain on the roof. He lies in his cozy bed and enjoys the music of nature. It is a bliss for him. 
 

Question 2. 
What shows that the poet loved his mother? 
Answer: 
The poet loved his mother. He remembered her when he lied on his cozy bed to enjoy the sound of rain. It 
appeared to him as if she was fondly looking at him. 
 

Long answer type question 

Question 1. 
How is the rain a bliss for the poet? Describe. 
Answer: 
The poet has developed a deep attachment with the rain. When it rains, he desires to lie on his cozy bed 
and enjoy the falling of rain drops on the roof. There is some specific reasons for it. When he hears the 
pattering of rain drops, the sweet memories of his childhood evaporate in his heart. He becomes nostalgic 
and remembers his mother. The picture of his mother reels over his eyes. He recalls how his mother had 
liking for sweet dreams. Besides, the poet forgets his worries and becomes filled with new hopes and 
aspirations. Hence, the rain is a bliss for the poet 
 

Question 2. 
Describe the various sights and sounds of the falling rain and recollections it brings to the poet. 
Answer: 
Humid showers hover over all the starry sky. The melancholy darkness gently weeps in the form of rain 
drops. The rain creates an echo in his heart. It also brings thousand dreamy fancies alive to his mind. The 
poet listens to the patter caused by the sounds of the raindrops on the roof. At this moment the memory of 
his mother comes alive into his mind. His mother is no more but the memory is still alive. He still feels her 
fondness of looking on him. The memory is still fresh while he is writing this song of rain. He also listens to 
the sound of the rain falling upon the shingles. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Note-This content is prepared at home 
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