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ONE MARK QUESTIONS: 

Question 1. 
Define ‘Bipolarity’. (Delhi 2015) 
Answer: 
Bipolarity can be defined as a system of world order in which the majority of global 
economic, military and cultural influence is held between two states. 
 
Question 2. 
Which one of the following statements about the Berlin war is false? (Delhi 2016) 
(i) It symbolised the division between the capitalist and the communist world. 
(ii) It was built immediately after the Second World War. 
(iii) It was broken by the people on 9 November 1989. 
(iv) It marked the unification of the two parts of Germany. 
Answer: 
(iv) It marked the unification of the two parts of Germany. 
 
Question 3. 
Highlight any one major distinction between the Soviet economy and the capitalist 
economy. (All India 2015) 
Answer: 
The Soviet system was based on the principles of equality and the planned economy 
controlled by the state. 
Whereas in the capitalist economy, private ownership is dominant. Land and 
productive assets are owned and controlled by the capitalist. 
 
Question 4. 
Mention the name of the Eastern alliance led by the Soviet Union. (Delhi 2008) 
Answer: 
Warsaw Pact was the name of the Eastern alliance led by the Soviet Union 
Question 5. 
Which one of the following was NOT given primacy by the makers of the Soviet 
system? (AH India 2016) 
(i) Abolition of private property. 
(ii) A society based on the principle of equality. 
(iii) No opposition party to be allowed. 
(iv) No state control over the economy. 
Answer: 
(iv) No state control over the economy 



Question 6. 
On which ideology was the Soviet political system based? (All India 2008) 
Answer: 
The Soviet political system was based on the ideology of socialism and communism. 
Question 7. 
How was the US benefitted by the Soviet disintegration? (AH Indio 2015) 
Answer: 
The US benefitted by the Soviet disintegration due to the economic crisis of the USSR. 
The Soviet Union used much of its resources in maintaining a nuclear and military 
arsenal and the development of its satellite states in Eastern Europe and within the 
Soviet system. 
 

Question 8. 
What is the new name of the former USSR? (All Indio 2011) 
Answer: 
The new name of the former USSR is ‘Russia’. 
 
Question 9. 
The transition from an authoritarian socialist system to democratic capitalism was 
influenced by the IMF and the World Bank. What was this transition known as? (All 
India 2010) 
Answer: 
The transition was called ‘Shock Therapy’. 
Question 10. 
As a result of ‘Shock Therapy’, to which economic system, each state of the Soviet 
bloc was gradual to be absorbed? (Delhi 2008) 
Answer: 
As a result of ‘Shock Therapy’ each state of the Soviet bloc was gradual to be absorbed 
in the capitalist system. 
Question 11. 
Highlight any one consequence of ‘Shock Therapy’. (All India 2015) 
Answer: 
The Shock Therapy ruined the economy and people of the entire region. The large 
state-controlled industrial complex almost collapsed as about 90 per cent of its 
industries were put for sale. 
Question 12. 
Highlight any one feature of the multi-polar world as visualized by both Russia and 
India. (All India 2017) 
Answer: 
A multi-polar world is characterised by the co-existence of multiple power centres in 
the international system, 
E.g., USA, Russia, China, Japan, etc 



Question 13. 
Which two republics of the USSR have had violent secessionist movements at the 
time of its disintegration? (Delhi 2010) 
Answer: 
Chechnya and Dagestan were the two republics of the USSR which have violent 
secessionist movements at the time of its disintegration. 
Question 14. 
For how many years did the Civil War continue in Tajikistan? When did it come to an 
end? (Delhi 2012: All India 2010) 
Answer: 
The Civil War in Tajikistan continued for 10 years. It came to an end in 2001 
TWO MARKS QUESTIONS: 

Question 1. 
What is meant of ‘Shock Therapy’? (All India 2014,2009; Delhi 2013) 
Answer: 
The dissolution of the USSR was correlated with the downfall of communism in the 
countries which were members of the socialist bloc. These post-Soviet countries 
underwent a process of transition from an authoritarian socialist system to a 
democratic capitalist system. The model of transition came to be called ‘Shock 
Therapy’. It was facilitated by the World Bank and IMF, the Bretton Woods 
institutions. 
Question 2. 
Mention any two characteristics of the Soviet economy during the Cold War days. 
(All Indio 2012) 
Answer: 
Two characteristics of the Soviet economy during the cold war days were as follows: 
 
It had a complex communication network, vast energy resources including oil, iron and 
steel. 
It had a domestic consumer industry that produced everything from pins to cars. 
 
Question 3. 
Why is it said that the collapse of the Berlin Wall signified the collapse of the bipolar 
world? (HOTS: Delhi; 2011.2009) 
Answer: 
The Berlin Wall was the hallmark of the Cold War. It symbolised the division between 
the capitalist and the communist world; a bipolar world. But, after the disintegration 
of the Soviet Union, people on 9th November 1989 broke the wall marking it as a 
symbol of unification of the East and West Germany into a single country with Berlin 
as its capital. The fall of the Berlin Wall was then followed by a line of events which 
marked the end of the Cold War and more importantly collapse of the bipolar world. 
To be contd. 


