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Value and Life skills 

Think of an incident when you sacrificed something for someone else’s happiness. How did you feel? 

(The following answer is an example. Try to write your own experience taking hints from it) 

Ans: It was my birthday, the most coveted moment of my life when I used to get whatever I wished.  

That was my 13th birthday and I was looking forward to getting an encyclopedia on marine life as a gift.  

Usually my desires always got fulfilled, but that birthday things seemed to be different. My parents were a bit  

tensed regarding some financial issues. I, being the youngest member of the family, was kept totally aloof  

from those matters. I could sense that something was wrong. I got a comic book as a gift and though I was a  

bit  disappointed, I didn’t show any sign of it to anyone. I went to my room and at night when our dinner was  

over, I brought out my piggybank in which I had saved almost two years of pocket money. I went to my  

parents and asked them to take it if it could come into ant use. They were in tears and asked me how come I  

had become so sensible and matured. They promised me to buy what I wanted. But I assured them that I only 

need their love and support rather than any gift. 

 

CHARACTER SKETCH  

                                                                 MARGARET/MEG MARCH 

       Meg was the eldest of the March sisters and one of the major characters of the story “Planning a  

Surprise”  written by Louisa May Alcott. She was responsible and kind. She felt her father’s absence keenly. 

She was very pretty with all the beautiful features, but she admitted that she thought too much of her looks. 

She longed for luxury and tried to act richer than her family was. She tried to mother her younger sisters. 

 However, as the eldest daughter of the family, she is well aware of the realities and the financial 

situation of her family. She helped her mother and always tried to give good advice to others. When Marmee 

was reading the letter sent by their father, Meg realized quite well about the little shortcomings she had and 

promised others to be a better daughter and sister by helping in household chores. Meg was also a good 

actor as complimented by Jo during their rehearsal of the play that they were about to perform during the  

Christmas eve. 

 

JO MARCH 



      Jo was one of the major characters of the story “Planning a Surprise” written by Louisa May Alcott. She 

was of fifteen years of age and was very less feminine. She was frank and down to earth, but had a quick  

temper. She used to act impulsively and thought herself to be the ‘man’ of the house since their father left 

to join as a chaplain in the Army church. She struggled with her long limbs in her adolescent period just like 

a colt. Her emotions were honest and intense. She was again a very creative girl, who used to write plays.  

She was complimented by Beth as a ‘regular Shakespeare’. She was always ready to help her sisters and was 

also responsible and kind. When the reading of Mrs. March’s letter was over, she was in tears and hid herself 

behind Marmee’s chair. She also realized that she needed to change her tomboyish gestures and must  

become calm and composed, so that her father could call her ‘a little woman’. 

 

 

                                                                             ELIZABETH/BETH MARCH 

                      Elizabeth or Beth was of thirteen years and an important character of the story “Planning a 

Surprise”. She was calm and shy in nature. She was devoted to her parents, committed to her household 

chores. Her primary purpose was to bring out the best in her sisters’ characters. Her father used to call her 

‘Little Miss Tranquility’ as she remained happy in her own world, hardly mingling with people outside the  

family. She was the first one who proposed to buy a new pair of slippers for their mother as they were 

worn out. Every now and then Beth praised her sisters for their unique qualities. She was emotional and 

kind. She used to play the piano in a wonderful way as described at the end of the story. 

 

                                                                                             AMY MARCH 

                           Amy was the youngest of the March sisters in the story, “Planning a Surprise”. She thought 

herself to be a very important person and always remained conscious about womanly manners. We found 

Amy to be a little self-centered as she used to think primarily of her own benefits even when she did  

something good for others. She was the one out of all the sisters who thought of buying something for 

their mother, that would allow her to buy herself a gift too. Even, when Jo was talking about her willingness 

to go to the Army as a drummer so that she can stay with their father, Amy showed her unwillingness to 

go out of her comfort zone. We cannot deny the fact that she was the youngest of all and that is why she 

might be a little immature to express her feelings. At the end of the reading of their father’s letter, however, 

she realized that she was selfish and would definitely check herself before her father arrived. 

 

 

LEARNING OUTCOME 



After the completion of the lesson, the students will be able to : 

 Understand both factual and conceptual answers. 

 Analyze the various characters of the story. 

 Answer questions related to various incidents in the story. 

 Enrich their knowledge about love, affection and bonding in relationships. 

 

 

 

 

CONTENT PREPARED ABSOLUTELY AT HOME BY SBP 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


