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   Class Notes 

Class: XII Topic: CH-10. COLONIALISM AND COUNTRYSIDE 
EXPLORING OFFICIAL ARCHIVES 

Subject: HISTORY 

 

❖ Bengal and the Zamindars: 

• Colonial rule was first established in Bengal. In Bengal, East India Company tried to reorder  

             the rural society and establish new land rights and new revenue system. 

• There was an auction held at Burdwan (present day Bardhaman) in 1797, which was  

       popularly known as Grand Public Event. 

• Company fixed the revenue and each zamindar was supposed to pay. This fixing of revenue 

     was done under the Permanent Settlement and it become operational from year 1793. 

• The Zamindars who failed to pay the revenue, their estate was auctioned to recover the 

revenue. But sometimes it was found that the purchasers at auction were servants and  

 agents of the zamindar himself, e.g. auction in Burdwan. 

❖ Problems of Unpaid Revenue: 

• The British officials fell that agriculture, trade and the revenue resources of the state 

            could be developed by encouraging investment in agriculture. This could be done by  

    Securing rights of property and permanently fixing the rates of revenue demand. 

• Company felt that when revenue will be fixed, it will provide opportunity to individual 

to invest in agriculture as a means of making profit and company will also be assured of 

      regular flow of revenue. 

• After a prolonged debate amongst company officials, the permanent settlement was made  

      with the rajas and taluqdars of Bengal. 

• Zamindars had several, sometimes even 400 villages under them 

• Zamindars collected rent from the different villages, paid the revenue to the company 

and retained the difference as his income. 

❖ Reasons for the Non-payment by Zamindars: 

• A number of reasons were responsible for non-repayment of revenue by zamindars which 

           include that revenue demands were kept very high. It was imposed at a time when prices of 

           agricultural produce was very low, so peasants found it difficult to pay. 

• Zamindars were also treated by strict laws i.e. the Sunset Law’, which was completely 

      regardless of the harvest. According to this law, zamindars had to pay revenue by sunset of  
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the specified date, otherwise zamindari was liable to be auctioned. 

• Besides these, permanent settlement and company reduced the power of Zamindars. 

       Sometimes ryots and village headman-jotedars deliberately delayed the payments. 

❖ Limitations Imposed on Zamindars by the Company 

• Zamindars were important for the company but it also wanted to control and regulate  

       them, subdue their authority and restrict their autonomy. 

• Thus, the zamindars’ troops were disbanded, customs duties abolished and their 

      ‘cutcheries’ (courts) brought under the supervision of a collector appointed by the  

company. 

• Zamindars lost their power to organise local justice and local police. 

• Over time zamindars were severely restricted and their powers were seized 

❖ The Resistance of the Zamindars: 

            To prevent the weakening of their authority, zamindar took series of steps-like fictitious sale 

or transferring of property to female- member of family, manipulated the auctions, with- 

     helding revenue deliberately, threating or intimidating the people outside their zamindari,  

      if they try to bought an estate. 

❖ The Fifth Report and its Impact on Zamindars: 

• It was the fifth of a series of report on administration and activities of East India Company  

               in India. It was submitted to the British Parliament in 1813 

• British Parliament forced the company to produce regular report on the administration 

of India and appointed committees to enquire into the affairs of the company. It became  

• The basis of intense parliamentary debates on the nature of East India Company’s rule in  

              India. 

• Fifth report has shaped our conception of what happened in rural Bengal during that period  

              and evidence contained in the 5th report are very important. 

Q.1.Examine the policies adopted by the British towards Paharias during 18th century. 

Ans. (1) Firstly British adopted policy of extermination. 

(2) Augustus Cleveland, the collector of Bhagalpur proposed policy of pacification 

 (3) Under policy of pacification Paharia chiefs was to ensure proper conduct of their men. 

(4) Paharia went into mountains and deep forests and continued their war against outsiders 
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Q.2.What was Damin-i-Koh? Why did Santhals resist against Britishers during 18th century. 

Ans. Damin-i-Koh was a large area given by British to Santhals.  

(1) The colonial government had imposed heavy taxes on their land.  

(2) The money lenders were charging high rates of interest and snatching their lands 

(3) The Zamindars asserted control over their land. 

Q.3.How did the Zamindars manage to retain control over their Zamindaris? 

Ans. (1) Benami sales enabled the estate to be sold at a low price back to the Zamindar. 

(2) New Zamindars were attacked by former Zamindars 

(3) The ryots resisted the entry of outsiders. 

(4) Some Zamindaris were declared property of ladies 

Q.4.Why Jotedar were more powerful than Zamindar? 

Ans. (1) The Jotedar had vast area of land. 

(2) He was a local moneylender. 

 (3) He was local trader. 

(4) The Jotedar lived in the village. 

(5) He would not allow Zamindar to perform his duties. 

Q.5.How did American civil war affect the lives of ryots in India? 

Ans. (1) Traders of the Bombay persuaded farmer for growing more cotton. 

(2) Money lenders were ready for long term loans 

(3) Cotton productive area doubled between 1860-1864. 

(4) The government started to collect more land revenue from peasants 

(5) Only rich farmers gained profit. 

Q.6. What are the problems of using official sources in writing about the history of peasants? 
 
Ans. (1) The official sources reflect official concerns and interpretation of events. 

(2) The government was not ready to admit that discontent was because of government action. 
 
(3) Official reports must be verified with evidence gathered from newspapers, unofficial records, 
 
      legal records and oral sources. 

Q.7.In what ways was the livelihood of the Paharias different from that of Santhals? 
 
Ans . (1) The Paharias practiced shifting cultivation and lived on forest production. The Santhals 

practised settled-cultivation. 

(2) The agriculture of the paharias depended on hoe. Santhals practised with plough. 



Content Developed/Prepared Absolutely at home 

(3) Besides agriculture the forest products too were means of livelihood of the Paharias. The 

Santhals gave up life of mobility and had started settled cultivation 

(4) The Paharias were intimately related to the forest because of their occupations. The 

Santhals were settled in a specific region. 

(5) The Paharias regularly raided plains for food, power and tax. The Santhals had friendly 

relations with British, moneylender and traders. 

(6) The Paharias liked to gather forest produce for selling in the market but Santhals did not like 

it. 

Q.8.What explains the anger of the Deccan ryots against the moneylenders? 

Ans. (1) Ryotwari settlement of land revenue was direct revenue settlement of government with  

ryot. 

(2) The peasants were in need of money for many purposes. 

(3) Once they got entangled in the clutches of Sahukar, it became very difficult for them to get 

themselves free from it 

(4) Being unable to return back the loan to the moneylender, they had no choice but to give up 

all their possessions. 

(5) They took land on rent and animals on hire from Sahukar. 

(6) The Sahukars would not give receipts when loans were repaid. 

(7) Fictitious figures were entered in the bonds. 

(8) Peasants’ harvest was procured at low prices. 
 
(9) The government increased the land revenue from 50 to 100 percent. 
 
(10) After American civil war, moneylenders refused to extend advances. 
 
(11) The moneylender started renewing the bond every three years 

 


