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   Class Notes 

Class: 6th  
 

Topic:  Important Notes of History ch-3 In the Earliest 
cities 

Subject: Social Science 
 

 

Note: 
✓ These important notes are only for reading and understanding. 
✓ Draw the flow chart only. 

The Architecture: Houses, Streets, and Drains* 

❖ Made of well baked bricks placed in an interlocking pattern. 

 

Major Buildings: 

❖ The Great Bath: 

➢ Built in the citadel area of Mohenjo-Daro   
➢ Rooms on all sides.  
➢ Made of bricks and coated with plaster and natural tar to make it watertight. 

❖ Fire altars in Kalibangan (present-day Rajasthan) and Lothal (Gujarat) were probably 
built to perform sacrifices. 

Major cities of 
Indus Valley 

Civilization divided 
in two parts

Citadel

- In west

-smaller but higher

-fortified 
structure,important 
buildings

Lower town

-eastern part

-larger but lower

- common people lived 
here
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❖ Big store houses used to store grains were also found in Harrapa, Lothal, and 
Mohenjo-daro. 

Houses: 

❖ One or two storeys.  
❖ Houses had separate kitchen bathing areas  
❖  Rooms built around a courtyard and some also had wells. 

Drains and Streets: 

❖ Drains :  

➢ laid in straight lines 
➢ had gentle slopes for easy flow of water 
➢  were covered  
➢ Had inspection holes for cleaning. 
➢ Major drain pipes were directly connected to each house  
➢ formed a network of smaller drains merging with the larger ones 

❖ Streets:  
➢ Were intersecting each other at 90 degree. 
➢ Houses were built in either sides 

 

Life in the City 

The rulers - planned the construction of new buildings and areas in the cities; 

The scribes – they kept records and helped in preparing seals  

The craftspeople - travelled in search of raw materials and made different things out of 
them. 

New crafts in the city 

❖ Many different things, such as tools, weapons, ornaments, and vessels, were made from 
stone, shells, and metals (mostly copper, bronze, gold, and silver). 

❖ Seals for official documents were made from stone, and pots from clay. 
❖ Spindle whorls (made of terracotta and faience) were used to spin fibers into thread. 
❖ Things were made by specialists, people who were trained to do only one kind of 

work. 
❖ Raw materials- brought from distant places 

➢ Copper from present-day Rajasthan and Oman 
➢ Tin from present-day Afghanistan and Iran 
➢ Gold from present-day Karnataka  
➢ Precious stones from present-day Gujarat, Iran, and Afghanistan. 
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Agriculture 

❖ Farmers lived on the outskirts of cities 

❖ They supplied food to all rulers, scribes and craftspeople. 
❖ Harappan mostly grew wheat, barley, pulses, peas, rice, sesame, linseed, and 

mustard.  
❖ The plough was a new device invented to till the soil and sow the seeds. 
❖ Water was stored and used for irrigation in times of scarcity. 
❖ People also reared cattle such as sheep, goat, and buffalo, gathered fruits like berries, 

and caught fish, antelopes, etc. 

Harappan Towns in Gujarat 

Dholavira 

❖ Located on Khadir Beyt in the Rann of Kutch 
❖  Had fertile land and a good supply of fresh water. 
❖  Divided in three parts -  each part were surrounded by huge stone walls  
❖ Had large open areas for public ceremonies. 
❖ Harappan scripts written using white stone were found in Harappan wood carvings, 

seals etc. 

Lothal 

❖ Located on the bank of a tributary of the Sabarmati River in Gujarat. 
❖ Important centre - easily available local raw materials 
❖ Bead-making workshops were found in Lothal. 

The End of the Harappan Civilisation 

❖ Deforestation may be possible because fuel was required for baking bricks, smelting 
copper ores. 

❖  Grazing by large herds of cattle may destroy the green cover. 

❖  Repeated flood may drown the city. 

❖  Rulers may have lost control over the city. 

❖  Possibly natural calamities like earthquake may destroy Indus valley civilisation. 

❖  Drought may be also a reason for its decline. 
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