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   Class Notes 

Class: XI Topic:  UNIT-I- EARLY SOCIETIES. 
CH.1. FROM THE BEGINNING OF TIME 

Subject: HISTORY 

 

Modes of Communication: Art (For reading only) 

1. Hundreds of paintings of animals done between 30,000 and 12, 000 years ago have been discovered  

in the caves of France and Spain. These include depictions of bison, horses, ibex, deer, mammoths,  

rhinos, lions, bears, panthers, hyenas and owls. 

2. Several explanations have been offered. One is that because of the importance of hunting, the 

paintings of animals were associated with rituals and magic 

3. The act of painting could have been a ritual to ensure a successful hunt such as a big animal was hunt  

by an individual etc. 

4. Another explanation offered is that these caves were possibly meeting places for small groups of the  

people or locations for group activities. These groups could share hunting techniques and knowledge, 

while paintings and engravings served as the media for passing information from one generation to 

next. 

5. The above account of early societies has been based on archaeological evidence. Clearly, there is  

much that we still do not know. 

Hunter-Gatherer Societies From the Present to the Past(For reading only) 

1. As our knowledge of present-day hunter-gatherers increased through studies by anthropologists. 
 
 Anthropology is a discipline that studies human culture and evolutionary aspects of human biology of  

the past. 

2. Whether the information about living hunters and gatherers could be used to understand past  

hunter-gatherer societies. One group of scholars suggests that data from present-day hunter-gatherer  

societies can be used to understand the past societies. 

3. Ethnography is the study of contemporary ethnic groups. It includes an examination of their modes of  

livelihood, technology, gender roles, rituals, political institutions and social customs 

4. On the other side another group of scholars who feel that ethnographic data cannot be used for  

              understanding past societies as the two are totally different. For instance, present-day hunter-  

              gatherer societies pursue several other economic activities along with hunting and gathering. 

5. These include engaging in exchange and trade in minor forest produce, or working as paid  

6. labourers in the fields of neighbouring farmers and these societies are totally marginalised in all  
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senses – geographically, politically and socially. 

Developments between 10,000 and 4,500 BCE in early human life(For reading only) 

1. For several million years, humans lived by hunting wild animals and gathering wild plants. Then,  

between 10,000 and 4,500 years ago, people in different parts of the world learnt to domesticate  

certain plants and animals. This led to the development of farming and pastoralism as a way of life.  

The shift from hunting to farming was a major turning point in human history. 

2. With the introduction of agriculture, more people began to stay in one place for even longer periods  

than they had done before. Thus permanent houses began to be built of mud, mud bricks and even  

stone. These are some of the earliest villages known to archaeologists. 

3. Farming and pastoralism led to the introduction of many other changes such as the making of pots in  

which to store grain and other produce, and to cook food. 

4. Besides, new kinds of stone tools came into use. Other new tools such as the wooden plough were  

used in agriculture. Gradually, people became familiar with metals such as copper and tin. 

5. The wheel, important for both pot making and transportation, came into use. About 5,000 years ago,  

even larger concentrations of people began to live together in cities. 

Very Short Answer Type Questions 

Q.1. What is meant by Australopithecus? Why the earliest human are called so? 

Ans: The word Australopithecus is derived from Latin word ‘austral’ means southern and a Greek word ‘ 

pithekos’ which means ‘apes’. Hence, the word means southern apes (Southern Monkey). The earliest human  

is called so because he resembles them. 

Q.2. Write any two evidences that Hominoids have African origin. 

Ans: Evidences which suggest that Hominoids have African origin are: 

1.  A group of African apes is closely related to Hominoids.  

2. Early Hominoids have been found in East Africa dated back to 5.6. 

Q.3. Give two examples where the names of the fossils are derived from. 

Ans: 1. Homo heidelbergensis: The species of Homo heidelbergensis have been discovered from German city  

Heidelberg 

            2. Homo neanderthalensis: Its species have been found in Neander valley, Dusseldorf, a German city. 

Q.4. Write any two evidences that Hominoids have African origin. 

Ans: Evidences which suggest that Hominoids have African origin are: 

 A group of African apes is closely related to Hominoids. 

 Early Hominoids have been found in East Africa dated back to 5.6 mya. 
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Q.5. To which family does Hominids belong to? 

Ans: Hominids belong to Hominidae, family. This family belongs to all forms of human beings existing on 

the earth. 

Q.6.What are ‘Genus’? Name two important genuses of Hominids. 

Ans: Hominids are divided into different branches. They are known as genus. Two different genus of Hominids  

are Australopithecus and Homo. 

Q.7.When did glaciations phase come into being? What were their impacts? 

Ans: 1. The glaciations phase is literally known as Ice Age. It came into being around 2.5 mya. 

2. Impact: Temperature started decreasing. Grassland began to expand at the cost of forests. 

Short Answer Type Questions 

Q.8. Who were Hominoids? When did they come into existence? Write their two unique characteristics. 

Ans:   Hominoids were the subgroup of primates. 

 They came into existence about 24 mya 

Characteristics. 

 They had smaller brain. 

 They were unable to walk erect 

Q.9. What do you know about cave paintings at Altamira? 
Ans: 

1. Altamira is a cave site in Spain. The paintings on the ceiling of the caves were first brought into notice 
of  

 an amateur archaeologist Marcelino sanz de Sautuola and his daughter Maria in November 1879. 

2. Maria suddenly noticed the paintings on ceiling when his father was busy in digging the floor of the  

cave 

3. She brought these paintings to the notice of his father. At first looking of the picture of oxen, he just  

           laughed, but soon he realised that some sort of paste rather than the paint has been used for painting.  

4. Two decades later, his findings were dismissed by European archaeologists on the ground that they  

            did not Appear too good to be very old. 

Holiday Engagement activity 

Short Answer Type Questions: 

1. Describe in brief the distinctive features of Hominids 

2. Discuss the difficulties faced by early men to get their food. 

3. Explain the effects of changing environment around 12,000 years ago. 

4. Write any two features of Homo heidelbergensis and Homo neanderthalensis 
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5. Differentiate the term Hominid and Hominoid. 

6. Define ‘Australopithecus’ and ‘Homoerectus’. 

7. Differentiate ‘Homo heidelbergensis from Homo-neanderthalensis. 

Long Answer Type Questions: 

8. Discuss the ways of obtaining food of early-human. 

9. When how did spoken language develop? 

10. Discuss the extent to which (a) hunting and (b) constructing shelters would have been facilitated by  

the use of language. What other modes of communication have been used for these activities? 

1. MAP WORK 

PLACES RELATED TO EARLY HUMAN SITIES 

A) On an outline map of Africa, Locate and name the following places: 
i) Sudan 
ii) Somalia 
iii) Morocco 
iv) Ethopia 
v) Lake Victoria  
vi) Sudan 
vii) Tanzania 
viii) Kenya 
 

B) On an outline map of Europe locate and name the following places 

i) Boxgrove 
ii) Terra Amata 
iii) Lazaret Cave 
iv) Dolin Vestonice 

Schoningen 
C) Passage based question. (NCERT TEXT BOOK) 

i) Cave-Painting at Altamira (page-22-reference to the Text-book) 

a) Where is Altamira? What is its importance? 

b) Who discovered the cave Paintings of Altamira? 

c) Why did the European archaeologists dismiss his findings for two decades? 

d) What do you mean by archaeology? 

ii) The Hadza (Reference to the page-24 –from Text-book. 

a. Who were Hadzas? Where do they live in? 

b. Why do they depend on the wild foods? How is their livelihood differ from the dry season? 

c. What are the camps? Where the camps are invariably sited? 

 


