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   Class Notes 

Class: XI Topic:  UNIT-I- EARLY SOCIETIES. 
CH.1. FROM THE BEGINNING OF TIME 

Subject: HISTORY 

 

Q.1. Discuss the extent to which (a) hunting and (b) constructing shelters would have been facilitated by the  

use of language. What other modes of communication could have been used for these activities? 

ANS: 

a) Use of language helped hunting activities of human beings is numerous ways 

 Now people are in position of organizing and managing hunting expeditions. 

 They are now free to exchange their ideas about different animals in different regions. 

 They could now discuss the nature and behaviour of animals. 

 They could now discuss regarding the type of tools to be use. 

b)  Language helped in constructing shelters for early humans in the following ways: 

 Now people could discuss regarding secure and safe places for the construction of shelters. 

 Now people could gather information about the materials used in the construction of shelter. 

 Information regarding resources in and around their surroundings can be easily obtained. 

 They were now in a position to discuss the means to protect their shelters in severe conditions. 

        Others modes: Signs, symbols, cave paintings, engraving on walls and on the ceilings of caves were the 

        the other modes of communication used for various activities. 

Early Humans: Making Tools ( For reading only). 

1. The use of tools and tool making are not confined to humans. Some chimpanzees use tools that they  

 have made. Certain anatomical and neurological (related to the nervous system) adaptations have led  

to the skilled use of hands and fingers favored tool making by the early humans. 

2. Moreover, the ways in which humans use and make tools often require greater memory and complex  

organizational skills, both of which were present in humans. The earliest evidence for the making and. 

use of stone tools comes from sites in Ethiopia and Kenya. It is likely that the earliest stone tool  

makers were the Homo habilis. 

3. We do not know whether tool making was done by men or women or both. It is possible that stone  

tool makers were both women and men. Women in particular may have made and used tools to  

obtain food for them as well as to sustain their children after weaning. 

4. About 35,000 years ago, improvements in the techniques for killing animals are evident from the  

appearance of new kinds of tools such as spear throwers and the bow and arrow. 
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5. There were other needs such as the trapping of fur-bearing animals (to use the fur for clothing) and  

the invention of sewing needles. The earliest evidence of sewn clothing comes from about 21,000  

years ago. Besides, with the introduction of the punch blade technique to make small chisel-like tools,  

it was now possible to make engravings on bone, antler, ivory or wood. 

Modes of Communication: Language 

1. There are several views on language development. The first user of language was the hominid. The  

hominid language involved gestures or hand movements. 

2. Later they developed another way of communication known as vocal but non-verbal  

communication such as singing or humming. 

3. Homo habilis may have possessed a small number of speech sounds in the initial stage. Gradually,  

these may have developed into language. It has been suggested that the brain of Homo habilis had. 

certain features which would have made it possible for them to speak 

4. Thus, language may have developed as early as 2 MYA. The evolution of the vocal tract was equally  

important. This occurred around 200,000 years ago. It is more specifically associated with modern  

humans. 

5. Another suggestion is that language developed around the same time as art, that is, around 40,000- 

35,000 years ago. The development of spoken language has been seen as closely connected with art,  

since both are media for communication. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. MAP WORK: PLACES RELATED TO EARLY HUMAN SITIES. 

Anthropology is a 

discipline that 

studies human 

culture and 

evolutionary aspects 

of human biology. 

Artefacts are objects 

that are made by human 

beings. The term can 

refer to wide range of 

things -tools, paintings, 

sculpture, engravings. 

 

Foraging 

means to 

search for 

food. 
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A) On an outline map of Africa, Locate and name the following places: 
 
i)Sudan ii) Somalia iii) Morocco iv) Ethopia v) Lake Victoria vi) Sudan vii) Tanzania viii) Kenya   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

B) On an outline map of Europe locate and name the following places. 
 

i).Boxgrove ii).Terra Amata iii). Lazaret Cave iv). Dolin Vestonice v). Schoningen 

 
Map of Europe. 
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