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Class XII 
Paper II: Politics in India Since Independence 

Unit-9: Challenges of Nation Building 
Sub-Unit: ‘Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel and National Integration’ 

The first deputy Prime Minister and Home Minister of India, Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, 
emerged as a major leader of the freedom movement after the Kheda Satyagraha (1918) 
and the Bardoli Satyagraha (1928). 
At the time of independence, the problem of integration of princely states was a big 
challenge for the national unity and integrity of India. Under such difficult times, 
Sardar Patel undertook the daunting tasks of uniting all 565 princely states of India. 
Known as an ‘Iron Man’ of India, Patel's approach to the question of the merger of 
princely states into independent India was very clear. He was not in favour of any 
compromise with the territorial integrity of India. By his political experience, 
diplomatic prowess and foresightedness, out of India's 565 princely states many had 
already given their consent to merge with India even before achieving the 
independence. 
Sardar Patel faced key challenges of integration from three states, viz., Hyderabad, 
Junagarh and Kashmir. It was under his leadership that Indian forces compelled 
Hyderabad and Junagarh to merge with India. Keeping well-versed with Pakistan’s 
intentions from Jinnah’s divisive ‘Two Nation Theory’, Sardar Patel's opinion on 
Kashmir was different from other leaders. Like Hyderabad, he also wanted Kashmir’s 
integration with India through military operations. But due to political decisions of 
some prominent leaders, Sardar could not succeed in integrating Kashmir fully with 
India which later turned into a major historical blunder for the country. However, 
Sardar will always remain as an astounding leader who combined in himself the 
features of a true ‘Nationalist’, ‘Catalyst’ and ‘Realist’ – popularly characterised as 
NCR in Indian political history. 

 

Unit-2: Planned Development 
Sub-Unit: ‘NITI Aayog’ 

After independence, a Planning Commission based on socialist model was formed for 
the planned development of India. But in the era of globalization, especially in the 21st 
century, it was becoming ineffective and irrelevant, particularly in terms of coping with 
the pressing challenges of development. Hence, during his Independence Day speech 
on 15 August 2014, Prime Minister Narendra Modi talked about the abolition of the 
Planning Commission. NITI Aayog was constituted in place of Planning Commission 
on 1 January 2015 with the objective of providing the necessary and technical advice to 



the Union Government regarding policy making at the Central and State levels.  
The Prime Minister of India is the ex-officio Chairman of NITI Aayog and he appoints 
the Vice Chairperson of NITI Aayog. The first Vice Chairperson of NITI Aayog was 
Arvind Panagariya. Dr Rajiv Kumar is the current Vice Chairperson of NITI Aayog.  
To harmonize the interests of national security and economic policy and to prepare 
strategic and long-term framework of policy and program, NITI Aayog acts as a think 
tank of the Union Government. By adopting a ‘Bottom-Up Approach’, the NITI Aayog 
acts in the spirit of cooperative federalism as it ensures equal participation of all states 
in the country.  

Unit-3: India’s Foreign Policy( India’s External Relations) 
Sub-Unit: ‘India-Israel Relations’ 

Nearly 45 years after independence, due to various reasons, India's foreign 
policy in the Middle East region, now called West Asian region, and India's 
relations with West Asian countries were mainly concentrated with Islamic 
countries. During this period India's attitude towards Israel, the only non-
Islamic nation in the region, remained unexplored notwithstanding the two 
nations gaining independence from the British colonial rule in 1947 and 
1948 respectively.  
Though historical and cultural ties between India and Israel have gone back 
from times immemorial, diplomatic relations formally developed between 
the two after the opening of Israeli embassy in India in 1992.  
But even after the establishment of formal diplomatic relations, the relations 
between the two countries started gaining firmness only after the formation 
of the BJP-led NDA Governments in 1996 and 1998 onwards. Relations 
between the two democratic nations further intensified with the visits of the 
Two Heads of Government: Prime Minister Narendra Modi to Israel in 2017 
and Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu to India in 2018. The two nations 
have started cooperation in various fields like cultural exchange, security 
and defence, counterterrorism, space research, water and energy and 
agricultural development.  
 

Sub-Unit: ‘India’s Nuclear Program’ (Updates) 
India's nuclear policy has always been peace-oriented, whose clear 
impression is reflected in the policy of No First Use. But in view of 
contemporary regional security challenges, the present government led 
by Prime Minister Narendra Modi has made it clear that the policy of 
no first use can be reviewed and changed in consonance with India's 
regional and national security. In addition, India is committed to 
ensuring its membership in the Nuclear Suppliers Group (NSG) and 
opposing partisan and unjust nuclear treaties like CTBT and NPT. 
 


