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   Class Notes 

Class: XII Topic: CH-6 BHAKTI-SUFI TRADITIONS: CHANGES IN 
RELIGIOUS BELIEFS AND DEVOTIONAL TEXT (C. EIGHT 
TO EIGHTEENTH CENTURY. 

Subject: HISTORY 
 

 

Q.1.Explain the variety of sources use by the historians to reconstruct histories of religious traditions. 

Ans: Historians draw on a variety of sources to reconstruct histories of religious traditions. Some of these  

sources are as follows: 

i) Sculpture, architecture and stories about religious teachers, compositions attributed to women  

                      and men engaged in search of understanding the nature of the Divine. 

ii) Histories can understand these sculpture and architecture only if they have the knowledge about  

                       the ideas, beliefs and practices of those people who created used these sculpture and buildings. 

iii) Another important source is textual traditions. This includes a wide variety of literature which was 

 written in different languages and styles.  

iv) These texts range from the simple, direct language of the Vachanas of Basavanna to the ornate 

 Persian of the farman of the Mughal emperors. 

v) To understand these texts, historians require different skills. Not only did they need to familiar  

 with several languages but also had to be aware about the subtle variations in study that  

 characterise each genre. 

Q. 2 Write the names of four Peeths established by Adi Snakracharya.  

Ans: i) Jyotish Peeth: Badrinath, Utter Pradesh. 

ii) Govardhan Peeth: Puri, Orissa. 

Iii) Sharda Peeth: Dwarika, Gujarat. 

iv) Shringeri Peeth: Mysore, Karnataka 

Q. 3. Discuss the similarities in Sufi and Bhakti traditions. 

Ans: The emergence places of sufi and bhakti movements were different but the ideologies of both these  

movements had many similarities. They can be discussed as follows: 

1. Humanism: Both the movements considered and individual as the main subjects. They advised all  

human beings to live in peace and harmony. 

2. Monotheism: Both the movements believed in one God. The Sufis stated that God is one and we are  

all his children. The saints of Bhakti movement also sang hymns in praise of God. 

3. Love for Mankind: The saints of Sufi and Bhakti movement advised all their followers to love human  



 

‘Content Developed/Prepared Absolutely From Home’ 
 

beings. Love for human beings leads to love for God. 

4. Praise for Guru: Both Sufi saints and Bhaktas have eulogised Guru in their hymns. The only difference  

               is that Sufis term their Guru as Pir. 

5. Tolerance: The Sufi saints and Bhaktas advised all the Hindus and the Muslins to be tolerant. They  

should live unitedly. 

6. Similarity between Sufis or Bhaktas and Mystics: There was great similarity between Sufis or Bhaktas  

              and mystics regarding nature, God soul and other things. 
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Q.3.  On an outline map of India, plot three major shrines and three places associated with temples (one each  

      of a form of Vishnu, Shiva and the goddess). 

Answer 

Kabir Mirabai Guru Nanak 

Poet Saint 

Verses 

compiled 

Described the 

ultimate reality as 

Allah, Khuda, Pir 

Terms from 

Vedantic 

traditions 

Conflicting ideas 

in poems 

Poems in several 

languages and 

dialects 

 

Kabir 

Bijak 

Kabir 

Granthavali 

Alakh (unseen) 

Nirakar (formless) 

Brahma

n 

Atman 

Rajput 

Princess  

Defined her 

husband 

Recognized 

Krishna as 

her love 

Lived as 

wandering 

singer 

Composed 

songs 

Raidas –her 

preceptor 

Advocated 

Nirguna 

Bhakti 

Rejected 

sacrifices, 

ritual baths, 

image 

worship 

Proposed 

simple way 

to connect to 

God 

His hymns 

called 

shabad 

Set rules for 

congregation

al worship 

(sangat) 
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