
   Class Notes 
Class:  XI 
 

Topic Indian Constitution At Work 
     Ch-2 Fundamental Rights and Duties 
The content is developed absolutely at home Subject: POLITICAL SCIENCE 

 
  ONLY FOR READING AND UNDERSTANDING. YOU CAN WRITE IF YOU WANT 

In this chapter, we shall study the Fundamental Rights contained in the Indian 
Constitution. Part three of the Constitution of India lists the Fundamental 
Rights and also mentions the limits on these rights. In the past fifty years, the 
scope of rights has changed and in some respects, expanded. After studying this 
chapter, you would know 
 
± what are the various Fundamental Rights listed in the Constitution of India; 
± how these rights are protected; 
± what role the judiciary has played in protecting and interpreting these rights; 
and 
± what is the difference between the Fundamental Rights and the Directive 

Principles of State Policy. 
 

 
Fundamental Rights are different from other rights available to us. While ordinary 
legal rights are protected and enforced by ordinary law. Fundamental Rights are 
protected and guaranteed by the constitution of the country. Ordinary rights may be 
changed by the legislature by ordinary process of law making, but a fundamental right 
may only be changed by amending the Constitution itself. 
 
                                                               judiciary has the powers and responsibility to 
protect the fundamental rights from violations by actions of the government. 
Executive as well as legislative actions can be declared illegal by the judiciary if these 
violate the fundamental rights or restrict them in an unreasonable manner. However, 
fundamental rights are not absolute or unlimited rights. Government can put 
reasonable restrictions on the exercise of our fundamental rights.                     
FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS IN THE INDIAN CONSTITUTION 
 
                                                 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Right to Equality 

 

Equality before law 

– equal protection of laws 

Prohibition of discrimination on grounds of 
religion, race, caste, sex or place of birth 

– equal access to shops, hotels, wells, 

Right to Freedom 

 

 Protection of Right to 

– freedom of speech and 
expression; 

– assemble peacefully; 

– form associations/unions; 

– move freely throughout the 
territory 

of India; 

– reside and settle in any part of 
India; Cultural and Educational 

Rights  

a)Protection of language, 
culture of Minorities  



 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                   IMPORTANT ARTICLES RELATED 
TO FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS:     
     
Article 16 (4): Nothing in this article shall   
prevent the State from making any 
provision for the reservation of 
appointments or posts in favour of any 
backward class of citizens which, in the 
opinion of the State, is not adequately 
represented in the services under the 
State. 
 
Article 21: Protection of life and personal 
liberty—No person shall be deprived of his 
life or personal liberty except according 
to procedure established by law 

 
IMPORTANCE OF THIS ARTICLE on Right to Equality: 
Have you read the Preamble to our Constitution? 
How does it describe equality? You will find that the 
Preamble mentions two things about equality: equality of 
status and equality of opportunity. Equality of opportunity 
means that all sections of the society enjoy equal 
opportunities. Article 16(4) of the constitution explicitly 
clarifies that a policy like reservation will not be seen as a 
violation of right to equality. 
 

IMPORTANCE OF THIS ARTICLE on Right to Freedom 
That means no one can be arrested without being told 
the grounds for such an arrest. If arrested, the person 
has the right to defend himself by a lawyer of his choice. 
Also, it is mandatory for the police to take that person to 
the nearest magistrate within 24 hours. The magistrate, 
who is not part of the police, will decide whether the arrest 
is justified or not. 
 ( RIGHTS OF AN ACCUSED/ARRESTED PERSON- YOU 
HAVE STUDIED THIS IN CLASS VIII) 
 

Preventive detention- Exceptions to Rights of an 
accused 
Ordinarily, a person would be arrested after he or she has reportedly 
committed some offence. However there are exceptions to this. 
Sometimes a person can be arrested simply out of an apprehension 
that he or she is likely to engage in unlawful activity and imprisoned 
for some time without following the above mentioned procedure. 
This 
is known as preventive detention. 

 
 An effective tool in the 

hands of government to 
deal with anti-social 
elements. 

 Can be misused by 
government to target 
innocent person. 

 
To be contd…….. 

Right to Constitutional 
Remedies 

Right to move the courts to issue 

directions/orders/writs for enforcement 

of rights 
Right against Exploitation 

Prohibition of traffic in human beings 

and forced labour. 

Prohibition of employment of children 

in hazardous jobs 

Right to Freedom of  
Religion 

 

Freedom of conscience and free 

profession, practice and 
propagation of 

religion. 

Freedom to manage religious 
affairs 


