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Topic-1 NEHRU’s Foreign Policy 

World Post the World War II 
 Reconstruction of the world 
 Countries of Asia, Africa were gaining independence 
 Faced the challenge of welfare and democracy. 
 India developed an aim to respect sovereignty and 

Maintain security in a peaceful manner- reflected  
In Directive Principles of State Policy. 

India’s Foreign policy of Non-Alignment 
After  second world war, many countries supported the foreign policies of stronger countries which were 
extending them financial and technical help and this led to the division of world into – the Western camp 
headed by USA and Eastern camp under the dominance of USSR. 
India decided not to join any camp and under the leadership of Nehru, NAM was started. 
NAM led to reduction of global tension being caused by cold war. Pakistan joined US bloc. 
There had been a subtle tension between US and India as India pursued NAM and India’s closeness with USSR. 
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 Nehru organized Bandung Conference which brought the newly independent countries closer. Other 
factors responsible were: Asian Relations meet, Support for decolonization process and Indonesia’s 
freedom struggle. 

Question Answers: 
Q1. Which two objectives Nehru wished to achieve through the strategy of non-alignment? 
Ans. i) To preserve the hard earned sovereignty. 
        ii) To protect territorial integrity. 
        iii) To promote rapid economic development. 
Q2. During Nehru era, why did some political parties and groups in our country believe that India should be           
more friendly with the bloc led by the US? 
Ans. some political parties and groups in our country believe that India should be more friendly with the bloc 
led by the US because: 

 The US bloc claimed to be pro-democracy. 
 Some political parties like Bharatiya Jan Sangh were opposed to communism, so they wanted India to 

join US bloc. 
Q3. In which way did the policy of Non-Alignment serve India’s interests? 
Ans. NAM allowed to take decisions and stances that served its own interests rather than interest of 
superpowers. 
It also helped India to balance one superpower against the other. If pressurized by one, could turn to it 
towards the other. 
 
Q4. Highlight the contribution made by Pt. Nehru to the foreign policy of India. 
Ans. i) Non-Aligned Movement 
ii) Use of Nuclear Policy for peaceful purposes. 
Iii )Opposition to racism, colonialism. 
iv) Support for Panchsheel 
Q5. Mention any four Directive Principles of State Policy for the promotion of international peace and 
security. 
Ans. The State shall endeavor to: 

 Promote international peace and security. 
 Maintain just and honourable relations between nations. 
 Foster respect for international law and treaty obligations. 
 Encourage settlement of international disputes by arbitrations. 

Q6. Assess the main contribution of the NAM to the newly independent countries. 
Ans. Contribution of NAM: 

 Provided a third option of not joining the cold war politics. 
 Newly independent countries were able to take international decisions and stances that served their 

interests. 
 They were able to balance both the superpowers. 
 They were able to preserve their sovereignty and independence. 

Q7. Do you agree with the statement that the foreign policy of independent India has pursued the dream of a 
peaceful world? 
Ans. Yes, I agree with the statement. 

 India pursued this dream by remaining non aligned, attempting to soften cold war rivalries and 
contributing human resources on UN peace building missions. 

 India maintained distance by not joining two power blocs. India tried to maintain a balance between 
the two blocs. However sometimes this balance was not perfect. Eg- When UK attacked Egypt over 
the Suez canal issue, India led the protest against this act of Neo colonialism. 

 Nehru always supported the freedom movement of African and Asian countries. He organized Asian 
Relations Conference held in New Delhi in 1947 

 Use of Nuclear Policy for peaceful purposes. 
 India always spoke against racism and colonialism. 

 


