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ONE MARKS QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

1. Women also do outside work like: 
(a) fetching water (b) collecting fuel 

(c)  working in fields (d) all of the above 
                Ans : (d) all of the above 

2. Which is not a threat to Indian democracy? 
(a) Low gender ratio (b)  Caste system 

(c) Communalism (d) None of these 

Ans : (a) Low gender ratio 

 

3. Choose the correct option about matriarchal society. 
(a) Educated society 

(b) Male dominated society 

(c) Female dominated society 

(d) Equal gender society 

Ans : (c) Female dominated society 

 

4. Gender means differentiation between male and female based on: 
(a) sex (b) society 

(c)  religion (d) none of the  above 

Ans : (a) sex 

 

5. “Religion can never be separated from politics” is said by 
(a) BR Ambedkar (b) GK Gokhale 

(c)  Mahatma Gandhi (d) Swami Vivekananda 
Ans : (c) Mahatma Gandhi 

6. Family law deals with 
(a) marriage (b) divorce 

(c)  adoption (d) inheritance 
Ans : (d) inheritance 

7. Communal politics is based on the idea of 
a. caste is the basis of social community 

(a) religion and caste are the basis of social community 

(b) religion is the basis of social community 

(c) None of the above 

Ans : (c) religion is the basis of social community 

 

8. The women’s movement is called: 
(a) Women’s movement (b) Female Agitation 

(c)  Feminist Movement (d) none of the  above 



Ans : (c) Feminist Movement 

9. Who among the following fought against caste inequalities? 
(a) Periyar Ramaswami Naiker 

(b) BR Ambedkar 

(c) Jotiba Phule 

(d) All of them 

Ans : (d) All of them 

 

10. A communal mind often leads to quest for ............ of 
one’s own religious community. 

Ans : political dominance 

11. .......... of gender division has helped to improve women’s role in public life. 

Ans : political expression 

12. Define a feminist? 

           Ans-   Feminist: A person who believes in equal rights and opportunities for all human beings. 

 

THREE MARKS QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

1. “Secularisam is not an ideology of some political parties or persons, but it is one of the foundations of 
our country.” Examine the statement.  

a. This idea constitutes one of the foundations of our country. Communalism should not be seen as a 
threat to some people in India. It threatens the very idea of India. 

b. A secular constitution like ours is necessary but not sufficient to combat communalism. Communal 
prejudices and propaganda need to be countered in everyday life and religion-based mobilisation 
needs to be countered in the area of politics. 

c. There is no official religion for the Indian state. The constitution provides to all individuals and 
communities freedom to profess, practice and propagate any religion. 

d. The Constitution prohibits discrimination on ground of religion. 

 

 

2. How does religion influence the political set up in our country? Explain.  

a. The religion in politics is not dangerous as it seems  to us. Ethical values of each religion can play 
a major role in politics. 

b. As a member of any religious community, people should express their political needs.  

c. The political leaders regulate the practice of religion so that there should be no discrimination 
and oppression. If all religions are treated equally then these political acts are correct in any way. 

 

 

3. Describe the three factors which determine the outcome of the politics of social divisions.  

Factors that decide the outcome of the politics of social divisions. 

a. The people’s perception of their identities: When 
this is singular, the accommodation of other identities becomes difficult. 

b. Representation of a community by political leaders: While representing a community, if politicians 
raise demands that are constitutional, then, it is easier to accommodate those demands. 

c. The government’s reaction: If the reasonable demands of a community are suppressed by the 
government, then it leads to social divisions, which in turns threaten the integrity of the country. 

 



4. Suggest any three measures to enhance the participation of women in politics?  

a. Women should be given proper education, so that they are aware of their rights and duties and 
participate actively in all political occasions. 

a. Every woman should be self reliant, so that she enjoys a respectable position in the society and   is 
confident about her meaningful contribution in politics as well. 

b. It should be legally binding to have a fair proportion of woman in the elected bodies. That is why 

1/3 of seats in local government bodies in panchayats and in municipalities are now reserved for 
women. 

 

5. Describe three advantages of the political expression of caste differences. 

Advantages of the political expression of caste differences are: 
a. It gives disadvantaged groups the opportunity to demand a share in power and decision making. 

b. Many political parties take up the issue of ending caste discrimination. 

c. Measures for uplifting the status of the backward castes will be undertaken. 

 

6. Assess the influences of politics on caste system. 

Influence of politics on Caste: 
a. Each caste group tries to become bigger by incorporating within it sub-castes. 

b. Various caste groups are required to enter into a coalition with other caste or communities. 

c. New kinds of caste groups have entered politics like ‘backward’ and ‘forward’ castes. 

d. Politics in caste has allowed many disadvantaged caste groups to demand heir share of power. 

 

7. Define communalism. Explain any three forms of Communalism in the Indian Politics.  

Communalism is a situation when beliefs of one religion are presented as superior to those of other 
religions. When the demands of one religious group are formed in opposition to another and when 
state power is used to establish domination of one religious group over the rest. 

Various forms of communalism in politics : 
a. The most common expression of communalism is in every day beliefs. 

b. A communal mind often leads to a quest for political dominance of one’s own religious community. 

c. Political mobilisation on religious lines is another frequent form of communalism. This involves 
the use of sacred symbols, religious leaders, emotional appeals and plan fear 

 

FIVE  MARKS QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

1. Explain the factors that have led to the weakening of the caste system in India. or 
 

Decline of the caste system in India ANY FIVE) 
1. Efforts of social reformers like Phule, Gandhiji, Ambedkar against caste system have helped to 

promote a tasteless society. 

2. Economic development has reduced the emphasis on caste. 

3. Large scale urbanisation has diminished the awareness of caste, as people rub shoulders in buses, 
trains and offices. 

4. Growth of literacy and education has helped to decrease the belief in caste. 

5. Occupational mobility is possible now and children are not compelled to continue the profession of 



the family or father. 

6. Weakening of the position of landlords in the villages has led to decline of the rigid caste barriers in 
villages. 

7. Constitutional provisions such as Right to Equality of all before law have helped to prevent 
discrimination legally. 

8. Policy of reservation of seats in local self- government bodies and legislatures as well in 
educational institutes have helped to uplift the political, social and economic position of lower 
castes. 

 

2. What are the problems faced by Indian women which affect their social status? Explain any five. 
 

In our country, women still lag much behind men despite some improvements since Independence. 
Women face disadvantage, discrimination and oppression in various ways: 
1. The literacy rate among women is only 54 percent as compared with 76 percent among men. 

2. Similarly, a smaller proportion of girl students go for higher studies. Girls are performing as well 
as boys in school. But they drop out because parents prefer to spend their resources for their boys’ 
education rather than spending equally on their sons and daughters. 

3. The proportion of women among the highly paid and valued jobs is still very small. On an average, 
an Indian woman works one hour more than an average man everyday. 

4. The Equal Remuneration Act provides that equal wages should be paid to equal work. However in 
almost all areas of work, from sports and cinema, to factories and fields, women are paid less than 
men, even when both do exactly the same work. 

5. In many parts of India, parents prefer to have sons and find ways to have the girl child aborted 
before she is born. Such sex- selective abortion led to a decline in child sex ratio. 

6. Woman face harassment, exploitation and violence on the domestic front. 
 

 

3. How can caste take different forms in politics? Explain with example.  

Influence of caste on politics: 
a. While choosing candidates for election, political parties consider the caste composition of the 

voters to win support. 

b. When the government is formed, political parties take care that representative from different 
castes find place in the government. 

c. Political parties make appeal to the caste sentiments to win votes. 

d. Some political parties are known to favour some particular caste. 

e. Universal adult franchise and the principle of one-person one-vote have compelled the 
political leaders to bring caste sentiments into politics to muster support 
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