
   Class Notes 

Class: IX 
 

Topic: The French revolution 

Subject: History 
 

 

Unit: 2    The out Break of the revolution 
 

a. In the old regime in France king and Estates General both taking decisions to impose taxes 
                                                                         

b. On 05/05/1789, Louis XVI called an Assembly of Estates General to pass proposals for new taxes. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                      

c. The assembly was held at Versailles. 
                                                                 

d. First and second Estates sent 300 members each. 
                                                                                         

e. Third estates sent 600 members. 
                                                 

f. Previously in Estates general voting was conducted according to the principle that each  

               Estate had one vote.                  
 

g. Members of the Third estate demanded that each member would have one vote. 
                                                                                                                                                                     

h. The king rejected the proposal. 
                                          

i. Third Estate walked out of the Assembly in protest.                                                                                        
                                                                  

j. They viewed themselves as spokesmen for the whole French Nation.   
                                                                                   

k. On 20/06/1789 they assembled in the hall of an indoor tennis court 

                                                             
                                                                                       

l. They declared themselves National Assembly                                                                            
                                                       

m. They drafted a Constitution for France. 

 

        The national Assembly framed by the people of the           
third  Estate 

a. The Estates general was a political body to which the three Estates sent their representatives.  

b. Voting in the Estates General in the past had been conducted according to the principle  

               that Estate  had one vote. 

c. Members of the third estate demanded that each member would have one vote.  

d. But the king rejected the proposal  



e. The representatives of the third Estate viewed themselves as spokesmen for the 

               Whole French nation.  

f. They declared themselves as a National Assembly and drafted a Constitution for the France. 

 

                          Turmoil  in  France 
a. Due to severe winter there was bad harvest 

 

b. The price of bread rose 
 

c. Bakers exploited the situation and hoarded supplies 
                          

d. Crowds spent long hours in queues at bakery 
 

e. Group of angry women stormed into the shops 
                                 

f. At the same time king ordered the troops to move into paris 
                                            

g. On 14/07/1789 crowd destroyed bastille 

 

               Storming of the Bastille 
 

On the morning of 14/07/1789 the city of Paris was in a state of alarm. 

a. The king had commanded troops to move into the city. 

b. Rumours spread that he would soon order the army to open fire upon the citizens. 

c. 7,000 men and women gathered in front of the town hall and decided to form people’s militia. 

d. They broke into a number of government buildings in search of arms. 

e. A group of several hundred people marched towards the eastern part of the city and stormed  

               The fortress. 

f. The commander of the Bastille was killed and the prisoners released. 

g. The fortress was demolished. 

 

Unit 2.1 France becomes a constitutional monarchy 
 

a. The National Assembly completed the draft of the Constitution in1791. 

b. These powers instead of being concentrated in the hands of one person,  were now  

                 Separated and assigned to different institutions – the legislature, executive, and judiciary. 

c. It was the duty of the state to protect each citizen’s natural rights. 

 


