
   Class Notes 

Class: IX 
 

Topic: what is Democracy ? 
Why Democracy ? 

Subject: Democratic 
politics 
 

 

Objective Type Questions 

Q1 what do we mean by a democratic decision ? 

a) Decision taken by a parliament 

b) Decision taken by an executive  

c) Decision taken by head of a state 

d) Decision taken by discussions and consultations 

Answer d 

Q2 In context of an ideal democracy , “True democracy will come to this country only 

When no one goes………………… 

a) Unemployed 

b) Landless 

c) hungry to bed 

d) none of the above 

Answer c 

Q3 Which one of the following is considered as an accountable form of government ? 

a) Autocratic government 

b) Dictator government 

c) Democratic  government 

d) Military government 

Answer c 

Q4 Since its independence in…………….. Mexico holds elections after every six years to  

elects its president. 

a) 1930 

b) 1928 



c) 1935 

d) 1947 

Answer a 

Q5 The most common form of Democracy is 

a) Proportional Democracy 

b) Representative Democracy 

c) Liberal Democracy 

d) Direct Democracy 

Answer b 

Q6  After which regular intervals, elections are held in China for electing the country’s 

  Parliament  ? 

a) 6 years 

b) 4 years 

c) 5 years 

d) 7 years 

Answer c 

Q7 Which form of government requires all citizens to take part in politics ? 

a) Monarchy 

b) Dictatorship 

c) One - party government 

d) Democracy 

Answer d 

Q8 Democracy is a form of government  in which the rulers are elected by  

a) Rich people 

b) Royal families 

c) The king 

d) The people 

Answer d 

Q9 The principle of democracy is applicable to  

a) Right of speech only 



b) Political rights only 

c) Any sphere of  life 

d) Right to life only 

Answer c 

Q10 In a Democracy , the final decision- making power is in hand of those who are 

a) Nominated by the government 

b) Elected by the people 

c) Authorised by the president to do so 

d) Authorised by the prime minister to do so 

Answer b 

 

Short Answer Questions 

Q1 Mention three essential features of democracy 

Answer 1) Democracy is a form of government in which the rulers are elected by the  

People 

2) A democracy must be based on a free and fair election, where those currently in  

Power have a fair chance of loosing 

3) In a democracy , each adult citizen must have one vote and each vote must have  

One value 

 

Q2 Democracy is considered the best form of government and is clearly better than 

any other alternative justify 

Answer 1) A democratic government is a more accountable form of government . A  

Democracy requires that the rulers have to attend to the needs of the people 

2) Democracy is based on negotiation and deliberation, which improves the quality  

Of decision-making 

3) It allows us to correct our own mistakes. In democracy , there is always a scope that  

the rulers can change their wrong decisions or the rulers themselves can be changed . 

 

Q3 Explain representative democracy . why is representative democracy the most  



Common  form of  government in modern times? 

Answer 1)  It allows us to elect representatives who have knowledge about specific  

Subjects of interest  to us and can take decisions accordingly 

2) Representatives and political parties are able to arbitrate between the different  

pressure groups and sections of society 

3) Representative democracy can make better sense of the needs and demands of the 

People and convert them into practical action plans. 

 

Q4 What are the difficulties people face in non – democratic countries ? 

Answer 1) The people have no security of life . example in Chile , thousand of people  

Were killed by military rulers 

2) People are not free to express their opinions . Criticising  the government  or rulers 

In a non-democratic country would lead to severe punishments 

3) No opposition parties or opposition leader is tolerated . 

 

Q5  Even democracy has a fair share of demerits discuss 

Answer 1) In the democratic form of government , leaders keep on changing , which  

Leads to instability. 

2) There is political competition and power play everywhere . This situation does not  

Follow any rules of morality . 

3) A large number of people are illiterate . They do not know what is good for them .  

So, they cannot decide anything properly. 

 

Long Answer Questions 

Q1 Why Pakistan under General Musharraf cannot be called a democracy ?  

Answer 1) General Musharraf conducted a military coup in October 1999, overthrowing  

a democratically elected government. 

2) In 2002 , he held a referendum which, according to Pakistani media , human rights  

Organizations and democracy activists, was based on malpractices and fraud . 

3) Further in August  2002 he issued a legal Framework  order to give him the power to  



Dismiss  the national  and provincial  assemblies 

4) In addition , the work of the civilian cabinet was supervised by a national security  

Council dominated by military officers, none of whom were elected. 

5) Elections were held and the elected representatives have some powers but the final 

Power rests with military officers and General Musharraf himself . 

 

Q2 How did Robert Mugabe’s party ZANU-PF violate the features of a democratically  

elected government ?  

Answer 1) The constitution was changed several times to increase the powers of the  

President and make him less accountable. A law has been made for limiting the right  

To criticize the president . 

2) Opposition party workers are harassed and their meetings are disrupted . 

3) Public protests and demonstrations  against  the government are declared illegal . 

4) Television and radio are controlled by the government  and give only the ruling  

Party’s version . 

5) The government  harasses those journalists who go against it . 

 

Q3  Why is democracy better than any other form of government ?  

Answer 1) A democratic form of  government is better government  because it is more  

Accountable form of government . A democracy requires that the rulers have to attend 

To the needs of the people . 

2) Democracy is based on consultation and discussion . Although it takes time , this  

Process reduces  the chances of rash and irresponsible decisions. Thus, democracy  

Improves the quality of decision making . 

3) Democracy provides a method to deal with differences and conflicts in society . 

In a diverse country like India , democracy keeps our country together . 

4) As democracy is based on the principle of political equality , it enhances the dignity  

Of citizens . 

5) Democracy is better than other form of government because it allows us to correct  

Our own mistakes. In democracy , there is a scope  for public  discussion on these 



Mistakes . 
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