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Notes contd….. CONFLICTS BETWEEN INDIA AND PAKISTAN 

Q.7 Describe any three major areas of conflict between India and Pakistan. 
 Issue of Kashmir: Since Independence, India and Pakistan have been involved in a conflict on 

Kashmir. Wars too failed to resolve  territorial issues. The Indian government has blamed Pakistan 
for helping the Kashmir militants with arms, training and money etc. 

 Creation of Bangladesh: Pakistan considers India responsible for the creation of Bangladesh as India 
gave financial and military help to Bangladesh during its freedom struggle. 

 Sharing of River water: India and Pakistan also have had problems over the sharing of river waters. 
Until 1960, they were locked in a fierce argument over the use of the rivers of Indus basin. 

 India’s conflict with Pakistan is also over strategic issues like the control of the Siachen glacier and 
over acquisition of arms. 

 Shimla Accord: After 1971 war, both the countries signed Shimla Agreement, which is violated by 
Pakistan and it hampers the relation between two countries. 

 Operation Vijay was started to free Kargil from Pakistan in 1999. 
 

Q.8 Suggest any two measures to have good relations with Pakistan. 
Ans. Cultural exchanges by prominent personalities. 
         Economic cooperation should be encouraged. 
         Movement of citizens to interact and understand each other. 
 
Q.9 What were the two main consequences of India- Pakistan conflict of 1971 on India? 
Ans. The Pakistani government started supporting jihadists in Afghanistan even after the Soviet left, 
because jihadists were a tool to be used in India. 
After the war, Zulfikar Ali Bhutto authorized the highly secretive and clandestine atomic bomb programme 
as part of its new deterrence policy, to defend itself. 
 

                                          INDIA AND ITS OTHER NEIGHBOURS 
Q.10 “ Nepal and India enjoy a very special relationship that has very few parallels in the world.” Justify the 
statement with any three suitable arguments. 

 The treaty between the two countries allows the citizens of two countries to travel and work in 
each other countries without visa s and passports. 

 Despite this, the two countries had trade dispute in the past. 
 Indian government has shown displeasure against the growing relationship between Nepal and 

China. 
 Indian security agencies see the Maoist and Naxalite movement as growing security threats. 
 Many leaders and citizens in Nepal think that the Indian government interfers in its internal affairs, 

has designs on its river- water and hydroelectricity. 
 

Q.11 Briefly explain two positive and two negative developments in India-Bangladesh relation. 
                                                                             Or 
        Describe any two areas of cooperation and disagreement each between India and Bangladesh. 
Ans. POSITIVE DEVELOPMENTS: 

 Economic relations have improved considerably in the last 10 years. 
 Bangladesh is a part of India’s Look East Policy that wants to link up with South- East Asia via 

Myanmar. 
 The two states have cooperated regularly on disaster management and environmental issues. 



NEGATIVE DEVELOPMENTS: 
 Differences over several issues including the sharing of Ganga and Brahmaputra river waters. 
 Bangladesh’s refusal to allow Indian troops to move through its territory to northeastern India. 
 India is unhappy with Bangladesh on the issue of its support for the anti-Indian Islamic 

fundamentalist groups, on the issue of Bangladeshi immigrants into Indian territory. 
 

Q.12 India’s neighbours often think that the Indian government tries to dominate and interfere in the 
domestic affairs of the smaller countries of the region. Do you agree? 

 Ans. No, we do not agree with the statement. The Indian government does not want to dominate or 
interfere in the domestic affairs of the smaller countries of the region. 

 India believes in the principles of Panchsheel and the Indian government has full respect for the 
sovereignty and dignity of other states. 

 Since independence, India has not interfered in the affairs of any state. 
 However, India does not like political instability in South Asia since it feels that due to this 

instability, outside powers will gain influence in the region. 
 

                                                    PEACE AND COOPERATION 

Q.13 Evaluate the role and limitations of SAARC as a forum for facilitating economic co-operation among 
Asian countries. 
Ans. The role of the SAARC: 

 SAARC is a major regional initiative by the South Asian states to evolve co-operation through 
multilateral means. 

 Unfortunately, because of the persisting political differences, SAARC has not had much success. 
 SAARC members have signed the South Asian Free Trade Agreement(SAFTA), which promised the         

formation of a free trade zone for the whole of South Asia.  
LIMITATIONS; 

 SAFTA can begin a chapter of peace and co-operation, but some of our neighbours fear this a way 
for India to invade their markets and interfere in their politics through commercial ventures. 

 Some people in India think SAFTA is not worth as we have bilateral agreements with Bhutan, Nepal 
and Srilanka. 

 One more limitation is strained relationship between India and Pakistan. 
 

Q.14 How are the external powers influencing bilateral relations in South Asia? Take any one example to 
illustrate your point. 
Ans. No region exists in a vacuum. It is influenced by outside powers and events no matter how much it 
may try to insulate itself from non-regional powers. 
American involvement in South Asia has rapidly increased after the cold war. The US is having good 
relations both with India and Pakistan after the cold war. 
It is helping both the countries economically. Economic reforms and liberal economic policies in both the 
countries have greatly increased the depth of American participation in the region. 
The large South Asian diasporas in the US and the huge size of the population and markets of the region 
also give America an added stake in future of regional security and peace. 
 
Q.15 Why was SAARC established? 
Ans. It is a major regional initiative by the South Asian states to evolve co-operation through multilateral 
means. It is helped to formulate friendly and harmonious trade relations. 
 
Q.16 What does SAFTA stand for? What was its main objective? 
Ans. SAFTA stands for South Asian Free Trade Agreement, which promised the formation ofa free trade 
zone for the whole of South Asia. 
 
SAARC- South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation. 


