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   Class Notes 

Class: XI Topic: INTRODUCTION TO WORLD HISTORY 

UNIT-I- EARLY SOCIETIES 
Subject: HISTORY 

 

Introduction : (For reading only) 

 IN this section, we will read about two themes relating to early societies.  

 The first is about the beginnings of human existence, from the remote past, millions of years ago. 

 You will learn how humans first emerged in Africa and how archaeologists have studied these early 

phases of history from remains of bones and stone tools. 

 Archaeologists have made attempts to reconstruct the lives of early people – to find out  

           about. the shelters in which they lived, the food they ate by gathering plant produce and  

            hunting animals, and the ways in which they expressed themselves. 

 Other important developments include the use of fire and of language. And, finally, you will  

                see whether the lives of people who live by hunting and gathering today can help us to  

               understand the past. 
 

TIMELINE I 
 

                                                                                   (6 MYA TO 1 BCE) 

           How to Read Timelines: 

              You will find a timeline like this one in every section. Each of these will indicate some of the major 

processes and events in world history. 

MYA  means-Million Years Ago. 

BCE. means -Before Common Era. 

BP means- Before Present. 

As you study the timelines, remember— 

 Processes through which ordinary women and men have shaped history are far more difficult to date  

than events such as a war between kings. 

 Some dates may indicate the beginning of a process, or when it reaches maturation. 

 Historians are constantly revising dates in the light of new evidence, or new ways of assessing old  

data. 

 While we have divided the timelines on a geographical basis as a matter of convenience, actual  

historical developments often transcend these divisions. 

 Also, there is a chronological overlap in historical processes. 



‘Content Developed/Prepared Absolutely From Home’ 
 

 Only some landmarks in human history have been shown here – we have highlighted the processes  

dealt with in the themes that follow, which also have separate timelines. 

 Wherever you see a*, you will also find an illustration related to the date along the column. 

 Blank spaces do not mean that nothing was happening – sometimes these indicate that we do not as  

yet know what was happening. 

 You will be learning more about South Asian history in general and Indian history in particular next  

year. The dates selected for South Asia are only indicative of some of the developments in the  

subcontinent. 

 Note: Read the timelines. 

CH.1. FROM THE BEGINNING OF TIME 

 This chapter traces the beginning of human existence. It was 5.6 million years ago (written as mya)  

              that the first human like creatures appeared on the earth's surface. After this, several forms of  

              humans emerged and then became extinct. 

 Discoveries of human fossils, stone tools and cave paintings help us to understand early human 
history. 

 The evidence for human evolution comes from fossils of species of humans which have become  

extinct. 

 Fossils can be dated either through direct chemical analysis or indirectly by dating the sediments in  

which they are buried. 

 The evidence for human evolution comes from fossils of species of humans which have become  

 extinct. 

Fossils are the remains or impressions of a very old plant, animal or human which have turned into stone.  

These are often embedded in rock, and are thus preserved for millions of years. 

 Once fossils are dated, a sequence of human evolution can be worked out. 
 

 When such discoveries were first made, about 200 years ago, many scholars were often reluctant to  

accept that fossils and other finds including stone tools and paintings were actually connected with 

early forms of humans. 

 This reluctance generally stemmed from their belief in the Old Testament of the Bible, according to  

which human origin was regarded as an act of Creation by God... 

 
 


