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DATE CLASS: XI 

SUBJECT: GEOGRAPHY TOPIC: CH1.  
GEOGRAPHY AS DISCIPLINE 

BRANCHES OF GEOGRAPHY 
1. On the basis of approach to study geography, the branches are 

➢ Systematic approach 
➢ Regional approach 

2. On the basis of aspects emphasised on study, the branches are 
➢ Physical geography  
➢ Human geography 
➢ Bio geography 

In this approach a particular phenomenon, natural or cultural is studied 
world over, taking world as whole.  

It is called general geography. 
This approach was introduced by German Geographer, Alexander Von 
Humboldt 
For example, natural vegetation of the world is studied. In this a person will 
study how natural vegetation varies with latitudes, how it changes with 
climate.  

                      Regional approach 
 In this approach, the world is divided into different regions and geographical 
phenomena are studied taking each region as a unit. 
The phenomena of the region is studied holistically. 

It was introduced by a German Geographer, Karl Ritter. 
For example, The natural vegetation, climate, location, settlement of 
Chhattisgarh is studied. 

                   Physical geography  
In physical geography, natural phenomena are studied. 
 It laid more importance to understand the natural phenomena. 

It takes the help of natural sciences like, chemistry, thermodynamics, 
oceanography. 

The sub branches are  
✓ Geomorphology: study of landforms and their evolution 
✓ Climatology: study of structure of the atmosphere and elements of 

weather and climate 
✓ Pedology: study of soil, its characteristics and formation 

Human geography 
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It studies the cultural features or human made phenomena. Man is the 
central part of human geography. 
It takes help of social science, like political science, history, economics. 

The sub branches of Human Geography are, 
✓ Cultural geography: studies the society and social dynamism 
✓ Demography: studies population 
✓ Economic Geography: studies economic activities of people like 

agriculture, industry 

                          Bio geography 
It is interface between physical and human geography. It studies about the 
plants and related sciences. 

It includes, 
✓ Plants Geography 
✓ Zoo geography 
✓ Environmental geography 
✓ Ecology 

 

                    DUALISM IN GEOGRAPHY 
The most popular dualism (mutually opposing theory) in geography is 
Physical Geography Vs Human geography, Nature Vs human.  

Few geographers feel that nature is the focus point in studying geography 
while another group feel that man is the central point. 

Fact is that both nature and man are interrelated and can’t be studied 
separately. Nature influence men and men modify nature.  

              PHYSICAL GEOGRAPHY AND ITS IMPORTANCE 
Physical geography includes the study of: 

➢ lithosphere (landforms, relief and drainage) 
➢ atmosphere (structure of the atmosphere, composition, elements of 

climate0 
➢ hydrosphere (Ocean water, currents, temperature of ocean water 
➢ Biosphere (ecology, ecological balance, plants and men) 

There is an intricate relationship between man and natural environment. So 
to understand cultural environment. We need to understand the natural 
setting.  
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