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TRANSITIVE VERB AND INTRANSITIVE VERB 

THE PORTION GIVEN BELOW IS FOR YOUR UNDERSTANDING. YOU MAY EITHER WRITE ONLY THE EXAMPLES  

IN YOUR NOTEBOOK OR SAVE THEM IN SOFT FOR FUTURE REFERENCE. 

OBSERVE THE TWO PICTURES: 

 

1.  2.   

 

We can form several sentences with the help of the above pictures. For example: 

1. The child is playing football 

2. The child is playing. 

3. The children are playing in the field. 

4. The children are playing well. 

5. The child is staring at the ball. 

6. Play football. 

7. Play in the park. 

8. When will the children play football? 

 

Now, based on your previous knowledge, let’s find out what are the highlighted words called in these  

sentences. The word highlighted with red in each of these sentences is the doer of the action and is called  



the subject. The word highlighted with blue in each of these sentences is stating the action that is being 

performed or will be performed and is called the verb. 

 

Then , how to find out whether a verb in a sentence has been used Transitively or Intransitively ? 

 

The answer is, we have to question the verb with the word, ‘what’ or ‘whom’ and if we get any answer, 

that forms the object of the sentence. If in a sentence the action denoted by the verb passes over from the  

 doer or Subject to some object, then the verb is be said to be used transitively. 

On the other hand, if in a sentence, the action denoted by the verb stops with the doer or subject and does 

not pass over to an object, the verb is said to be used intransitively. 

 

Let’s go back to the examples and find out whether the verb in each of these sentences has been used  

transitively or intransitively. 

1. The child is playing   football. 

                                                           

       question ‘what’, we get object 

Therefore , the verb ‘playing’ is transitive. 

 

2. The child is playing. 

                             

       question ‘what’, we get no answer. 

Therefore , the verb ‘playing’ is intransitive as there is no object. 

 

3. The children are playing in the field. 

Here, after the verb ‘playing’, there is the prepositional phrase ‘in the field’ which tells us where the children 

are playing. It does not answer the question ‘what’ or ‘who’. Therefore, the verb ‘playing’ is intransitive. 

 

4. The children are playing well. 

Here, after the verb ‘playing’, there is the adverb ‘well’ which tells us how the children are playing and does  

 not answer the question ‘what’ or ‘who’. Therefore, the verb ‘playing’ is intransitive. 

 

5. The child is staring at the ball. 



Here, after the verb ‘staring’ there is a preposition, but both have to be taken together as a phrasal verb. It  

functions here as a verb. Do not get confused between a prepositional phrase and a phrasal verb. When  

we ask the question ‘what’ to the verb, we get the object ‘ball’. Therefore, the verb ‘staring at’ is transitive. 

 

6. Play football. 

Here is an example of an imperative sentence. Can you guess which is the subject ? The subject in an  

Imperative sentence is generally in the second person, that is, the word ‘you’. Therefore, never get confused  

when you have to find the subject and the verb used in imperative sentences.  

When we ask the question ‘what’ to the verb ‘play’, we get the object ‘football’. So ‘play’ is a transitive verb. 

 

7. Play in the park. 

In this imperative sentence, the verb, ’play’ is not answering the question ‘what’. Therefore, it is an 

Intransitive verb. 

 

8. When will the children play football? 

In this interrogative sentence, when we ask the question what to the verb ‘play’, we get the object, ’football’. 

Therefore, it is a transitive verb. 

 

You already understood the concept of an object in a sentence. Sometimes a sentence may have a direct  

object and an indirect object. Observe these sentences: 

1. His father gave him a watch. 

2. He told me a secret. 

3. Sumit made a cake for his sister. 

 

 In these sentences, ‘him’ and ‘me’ denote the persons to whom something is given or for whom something 

is done. These are the indirect objects. 

 Whereas, ‘watch’, ‘secret’ and ‘cake’ refer to the receivers of the actions of the verbs. These are direct  

objects.  

 

  In sentence 3, there is only a direct object and no indirect object as ‘for his sister’ is a prepositional 

phrase (complement). 

• Most transitive verbs take a single object. But such Transitive verbs as give, ask, offer, promise, tell, 

               etc., take two objects after them, an indirect object and a direct object. 



• For the existence of an indirect object in a sentence, the presence of a direct object is necessary. 

 

(YOU MAY WRITE THESE QUESTIONS AND YOUR ANSWERS IN YOUR NOTEBOOK OR TYPE IN SOFT) 

Try to find out the direct and indirect objects in the following sentences: 

1. He offered me a glass of water. 

2. Anil asked Rehan a question. 

3. Rita told Priya a beautiful story.  

4. The policeman blew his whistle 

5. He promised me a present. 

6. Mohan bought a painting to decorate his house. 

 

Now look at these pictures and form sentences using the verbs either Transitively or  

Intransitive. Add your own subject taking clue from the picture. Point out the objects, if you use the 

verbs in the sentences transitively. 

                                             

 
 



 

 

After the completion of this interesting worksheet, try to solve the exercise given in Pg.no.s.8 & 9 in 

your Ferry Reader book. All the answer will be discussed later. 

 

Learning Outcome: 

The students will be able to:  

➢ define and describe different types of verbs based on the presence or absence of object. 

➢ explain how a verb can be used transitively and intransitively. 

➢ identify a direct object and an indirect object. 

➢ understand the rules of identifying the verbs. 

➢ apply the knowledge gained in solving various grammatical exercises of similar topic. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Note: CONTENT PREPARED ABSOLUTELY AT HOME. 

 

 

 


