
   Class Notes 
Class: XII 
 

Topic 
Ch-5 CONTEMPORARY SOUTH ASIA 
2ND Topic- Democracy in Bangladesh 
                   Monarchy and Democracy in Nepal 
                   ETHNIC Conflict And Democracy in Srilanka. 

Subject: POLITICAL SCIENCE 
 

 

Explanatory notes:     BANGLADESH 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                           NEPAL 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Bangladesh was a part of Pak from 1947 and 1971. People resented domination 
of Urdu and West Pakistan. 

 Protest under Sheikh Mujibur Rehman got started – demands were – Equal 
treatment to Bengali language and culture and autonomy for the Eastern region. 
He also won all seats from East Pakistan in the proposed Constituent Assembly 
but was arrested and protest movement was suppressed by Army chief- Gen. 
Yahya Khan. 

 Bangladesh got independence after a war between India and Pakistan in 1971. A 
new Constitution was drafted  and declared its faith in Secularism,democracy 
and socialism. 

 In 1975 , Sheikh Mujib abolished all parties except one Awami League – changed 
from Parliamentary system to Presidential system – Military rule started in 
Bangladesh till 1990. Elections were held in 1991. Since then multi party 
elections has been working in Bangladesh. 

 Nepal was a Hindu kingdom and then became a constitutional monarchy in the 
modern period. The demand for a new democratic constitution was accepted by 
the king of Nepal in the year 1990 in the wake of a strong pro- democracy 
movement. 

 During the 90s, the Maoists of Nepal were successful in spreading their influence 
in many parts of Nepal. 

 In 2002, the king abolished the Parliament and dismissed the government thus 
ending even the limited democracy that existed in Nepal. 

 In April 2006, there were massive , country wide ,pro-democracy protests. 
 The largely non-violent movement was led by the Seven party Alliance, the 

Maoists and social activists. 
 Today, Nepal is functioning as a federal republic. 
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SHORT ANSWER TYPE QUESTIONS : 
Q.1 List three challenges to democracy in Nepal. Ans. a) The monarchist forces b) The democrats c) The 
Maoists 
Q.2 State the political setup of Nepal. 
Ans. Nepal was a Hindu kingdom in the past and then a constitutional monarchy in the modern period for 
the last many years. Recently , it has been declared as a democratic country.  
Q.3Who led the non-violent movement in Nepal? 
Ans. The non-violent movement was led by the Seven Party Alliance, the Maoists and the social activists. 
Q.4 What  is LTTE? What are its demands? 
Ans. From 1983 onwards, the military organization, the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Ealam(LTTE) has been 
fighting an armed struggle with the army of Srilanka and demanding “Tamil Ealam”or a separate country for 
the Tamils of Srilanka. 
Q.5 Explain any four causes of ethnic conflict in Srilanka. 

 The bone of contention was the region of Ceylon which was represented by the majority Sinhala 
groups. They resented the migration and settlements of Tamilians from India in the region. 

 This attitude of Sinhala people led to the establishment of LTTE, a militant organization which 
desired for a separate country. 

 There was a pressure on India by the Tamils of Indian origin to intervene in the matter. In 1987, 
India sent troops to Srilanka for the preservation of relations between Tamils and Srilanka 
government. Eventually, the Indian troops got into a fight with LTTE. 

 The presence of Indian troops was not liked by many Srilankans and hence in 1989, the IPKF was 
pulled out of Srilanka. 

Q.6 Explain any two reasons for the popular struggle in East Pakistan against West Pakistan. 
  Unfair treatment to Bengali culture and language by the government of Pakistan. People of East 

Pakistan began protest demanding fair representation in administration and a fair share in political 
power. 

  Under the military rule of General Yahya Khan , the Pakistani army tried to suppress the mass 
movement of Bengali people. 

 

 After independence, Ceylon(now Srilanka) was dominated majority by the 
Sinhala community. They were hostile to large no. of Tamils who are 
believed to have migrated from India . 

 The neglect of Tamil concerns led to militant Tamil nationalism. 
 From 1983 onwards, the militant organization, the LTTE has been fighting  

an armed struggle with the army of Srilanka and demanding “Tamil Ealam” 
or a separate country for the Tamils of Srilanka. 

 In 1987, the Indian govt. got directly involved in the Sri Lankan Tamil 
question. 

 In 1989, the IPKF pulled out of Srilanka without attaining its objective. 
 Inspite of ongoing conflict, Srilanka has registered considerable economic 

growth and recorded high levels of human development. 
 Srilanka was one of the first developing countries to successfully control 

the growth rate of population. 


