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• DEVELOPMENT IS THE MOST IMPORTANT PARADOX OF OUR TIME 

1. It is believed that development is freedom. Freedom means 
modernisation, leisure, living comfortable life. 

2. Governments are trying to develop roads and transportation system, 
medical and health facilities, educational system etc. 

3. These are western view of development or euro centric view of 
development. This is partial or one- sided view of development. 

4. Such type of development leads to poverty, marginalisation, ecological  
Degradation and social discrimination. 

5. So, such development brings opportunity for few and deprivation for 
many. For example, in urban areas of India we see all kinds of high- 
class facilities like hospitals, schools, shopping malls etc. But these 
facilities can’t be availed by the poor people of urban areas. 

6. Hence, development is the most significant paradox of our time. 

• IN INDIA DEVELOPMENT IS A MIXED BAG OF OPPERTUNITY 

1. Few sections of the society enjoy the fruits of development. Rich 
people living in urban areas enjoy better housing, electricity, good 
education, modern infra structure. 

2. There is a large section of population who live in rural areas and don’t 
have even basic amenities like potable water, primary health or 
education.   

3. Opportunity is not equally distributed among the different sections of 
the society. The backward class, slum dwellers, landless agricultural 
labourers and women are marginalised and suffer from deprivation.  

4. Consequently, a vast majority in India live in utter poverty and few 
sections enjoy lavish lifestyle. 

• POOR ARE BEING SUBJECTED TO PROCESS OF DECLING CAPABILITIES  

1. The most disturbing impact of one- sided development is deterioration 
of human conditions.  

2. Unwise one-sided development, leads to environmental pollution and 
ecological crisis. Air, water, noise pollution is now tragedy of common 
and threatened the existence of human society. 

3. It leads to declining of capabilities in poor in three areas; 
✓ Social capabilities 
✓ Environmental capabilities 
✓ Personal capabilities 
 



4. Poor often migrate from rural areas, living their families and lead a 
socially isolated life. It leads to weakening of social ties. 

5. Pollution specially water and air leads to diseases, especially poor 
suffers as they don’t have access to medical facilities. It results in 
declining environmental and personal capabilities. 

• HUMAN DEVELOPMENT REPORT BY UNDP 1990 
1. Development can be called as holistic, when it also addresses the 

issues of social injustice, ecological crisis and balanced development of 
all regions. 

2. In 1993, World Human Development Report redefined the goal of 
development. It says, “progressive democratisation and increasing 
empowerment of people are the minimum conditions for human 
development.”  

3. UNDP ranks countries on the basis of scores they earn in three 
parameters; Health, access to resources and education. 

QUESTIONS 
1. What is called tragedy of commons? 

2. Discuss the defects in western view of development. 
3. How development leads to weakening of Human capabilities? 
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