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CLASS - XI DATE   17/4/20 

SUBJECT: GEOGRAPHY TOPIC- Geography as discipline 
• WHY DO WE STUDY GEOGRAPHY? 

      We see variation in natural and cultural phenomena over space. 
 For example, while coming to school you observe hills, plains, ponds, different 
types of plants and also see farmlands, roads, big buildings and huts etc. (can 
you distinguish between natural and cultural phenomena) 
          These features vary over space and also over time. Means it changes 
with time. What you see today may be natural or cultural features, was not 
same before and will not be same after some years. 

1. Geography helps us to know and appreciate the variations of features 
on earth. 

2. It helps to understand the causes behind changes that occur over space 
and time. 

3. We study geography to learn the technology to study the earth, like 
converting the globe into maps, finding out location with the help of 
GPS. 

• WHAT DO WE STUDY IN GEOGRAPHY? 

✓ The term ‘Geography’ was first coined by a Greek scholar, 
Eratosthenes. It contains two words, Geo (Earth) + graphos 
(description).  Geography means description of Earth.  

✓ We have already noticed that there exist variations of physical 
and cultural features on Earth. So, Geography is the study of 
areal differentiation.  

✓ A geographer explains cause and effects relationships of natural 
and cultural phenomena because both the phenomena are 
interrelated and influence each other. 

✓ So, geography as a discipline concerned with 3 questions. 
I. Identification of natural and cultural features (what). 

II. Describing and finding out distribution of natural and 
cultural features (where). 

III. It finds out the relations between natural environment 
and cultural features (why). 

• GOGRAPHY IS A DISCIPLINE OF SYNTHESIS 

✓ Geography helps in understanding the reality in its totality. 
✓ Reality consists of natural phenomena like climate, soil, 

atmosphere, which requires knowledge of natural science like 
climatology, thermodynamics, pedology. 
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✓ The reality also consists of cultural phenomena like human 
settlement, occupation, trade relationships and to understand 
this, we need to know economics, political science, history. 

✓ Geography is a bridge between natural science and social 
science.  

 
 


