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   Class Notes No. 3 

Class: X 

 

Topic: THE RISE OF NATIONALISM IN 
EUROPE  

Subject: HISTORY(NCERT) 

 

 

TREATY OF VIENNA OR CONGRESS OF VIENNA 1815 

TERMS- 

1. The Bourbon dynasty, which had been deposed during the French Revolution, was 
restored to power and France lost the territories it had annexed under Napoleon.  

2. A series of states were set up on the boundaries of France to prevent French expansion 
in future. 

3. Prussia was given important new territories on its western frontiers, while Austria was 
given control of northern Italy.  

4. But the German confederation of 39 states that had been set up by Napoleon was left 
untouched.  

5. Russia was given part of Poland while Prussia was given a portion of Saxony.  

6. The main intention was to restore the monarchies that had been overthrown by Napoleon, 
and create a new conservative order in Europe 

 

CONSERVATIVES IDEALS AFTER 1815 (What are the conservative ideals after 1815?) 

1. They did not tolerate criticism and dissent.  

2. They sought to curb activities that questioned the legitimacy of autocratic governments. 

3. Most of them imposed censorship laws to control what was said in newspapers, books, 
plays and songs and reflected the ideas of liberty and freedom associated with the French 
Revolution 

 

MAZZINI 
(Metternich commented Mazzini as the most dangerous man of our social order. 

Explain) 5 marks 

1. Giuseppe Mazzini was a great Italian revolutionary. He was born in Genoa in the 
year 1807. He joined a secret society of the Carbonari. 

2. He was sent to jail in the year 1831 because he was involved in a revolution in 
Liguria.  

3. Two underground societies were founded under him named the Young Italy in 
Marseilles and Young Europe in Berne. 

4. According to Mazzini, the God had intended the nations to be the natural units of 



WORKED FROM HOME 

mankind. Therefore, Italy could not continue to be a patchwork of the small and 
fragmented states and fragmented states and kingdoms 

5. The conservatives were frightened with the Mazzini’s opposition to the 
monarchy system and his vision for the democracy. Metternich described him as 

‘the most dangerous enemy of our social order’. 
 

ECONOMIC HARDSHIPS DURING  IN EUROPE 1830s 
 

The three economic hardships faced by Europe in 1830s were: 
a. High rise in population led to the unemployment condition and scarcity of jobs. 

 
b. The small producers faced stiff competition due to the import of cheap machine goods 

from England. 

 
c. Due to the burden of the feudal dues and taxes, there was bad harvest. There was rise in 

the prices of food grains due to the bad harvest which made the condition of the             
common people miserable. 

 

THE AGE OF REVOLUTION 1830-1848 

1. Liberalism and nationalism came to be increasingly associated with revolution in many 
regions of Europe such as the Italian and German states, the provinces of the Ottoman 
Empire, Ireland and Poland. 

2. The first upheaval took place in France in July 1830. The Bourbon kings were now 
overthrown by liberal revolutionaries who installed a constitutional monarchy with Louis 
Philippe at its head. 

3. The July Revolution sparked an uprising in Brussels which led to Belgium breaking away 
from the United Kingdom of the Netherlands. 

 

ROMANTICISM (What is Romanticism?) 

1. Romanticism was a cultural movement which sought to develop a particular form of 
nationalist sentiment. Romantic artists and poets generally criticised the glorification of 
reason and science and focused instead on emotions, intuition and mystical feelings. 

Their effort was to create a sense of a shared collective heritage, a common cultural past, as the 
basis of a nation. 
 

ROLE OF LANGUAGE IN DEVELOPING NATIONALISM (POLAND AS EXAMPLE) 

1. After Russian occupation, the Polish language was forced out of schools and the Russian 
language was imposed everywhere. 

2. In 1831, an armed rebellion against Russian rule took place which was ultimately 
crushed. Following this, many members of the clergy in Poland began to use language as 
a weapon of national resistance. 

3. As a result, a large number of priests and bishops were put in jail or sent to Siberia by the 
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Russian authorities as punishment for their refusal to preach in Russian. 

The use of Polish came to be seen as a symbol of the struggle against Russian dominance. 

 

OUTCOMES AFTER THE 1848 REVOLUTION IN EUROPE 

1. The autocratic monarchies of Central and Eastern Europe began to introduce the 
changes that had already taken place in Western Europe before 1815. 

2. Serfdom and bonded labour were abolished both in the Habsburg dominions and in 
Russia. 

3. The Habsburg rulers granted more autonomy to the Hungarians in 1867. 
 

MODERN STATE 

 Definition- A modern state is in which a centralised power exercised sovereign control over a 
clearly defined territory, had been developing over a long period of time in Europe. 

NATION STATE 

Definition- A nation-state was one in which the majority of its citizens, and not only its rulers, 
came to develop a sense of common identity and shared history or descent. This commonness 
did not exist from time immemorial; it was forged through struggles, through the actions of 
leaders and the common people. 

 

THE FRANKFURT PARLIAMENT 
 (What effort was made in the Frankfurt parliament to unify German states and national 

unification?) 

1. On 18 May 1848, large number of middle-class professionals, businessmen and 
prosperous artisans came together and elected 831 representatives, who marched in a 
festive procession to take their places in the Frankfurt parliament convened in the Church 
of St Paul.  

2. They drafted a constitution for a German nation to be headed by a monarchy subject to a 
parliament. 

3. When the deputies offered the crown on these terms to Friedrich Wilhelm IV, King of 
Prussia, he rejected it and joined other monarchs to oppose the elected assembly 

4. The parliament was dominated by the middle classes who resisted the demands of 
workers and artisans and consequently lost their support. 

5. The opposition of the aristocracy and military became stronger, in the end troops were 
called in and the assembly was forced to disband. 

***When the Frankfurt parliament convened in the Church of St Paul, women were admitted only 
as observers to stand in the visitors’ gallery. 
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