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Topic: INDIAN CONSTITUTION AT WORK 
 CHAPTER-1 
CONSTITUTION: WHY AND HOW? Subject: POLITICAL SCIENCE 

 
 

CHAPTER AT A GLANCE 
 Why do we need a Constitution? 
 Constitution allows coordination and assurance amongst the members of a 

society 
 It specifies who has the power to make a decision. 
 It decides how the government will be constituted. 
 It sets some limits on what a government can impose on its citizens. 
 It enables the government to fulfill aspirations of a society. 
 It expresses the fundamental identity of a people i.e., political identity, 

moral identity. 
 What provide authority of a constitution 

 Mode of promulgation 
 Balanced institutional design – right balance neither very rigid nor very 

flexible 
 Making of Indian Constitution by the Constituent Assembly. 
 Composition of Constituent Assembly – indirect election but 

representatives of all religions, SCs, all shade of opinion. 
 The Principle of deliberation – Discussion and debate, emphasis on 

public reason, committees, 166 days. 
 Institutional arrangements- democratic and commitment to the welfare 

of the people- right balance among organs of the government; 
borrowing but not slavish imitation. 

 The constitution was framed by the Constituent Assembly in 1946 under the 
Cabinet Mission Plan. The Constituent Assembly spent 2 years 11 months and 
18 days to prepare the constitution to be adopted on November 26, 1949 and 
came into force on 26 Jan’1950. 

 The main features of the Indian Constitution are :  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Rigid and Flexible 
 Written constitution 
 Separation of Powers 
 Supremacy of  Judiciary 

and Independence of 
Judiciary 

 Bicameral Legislature 



 What is a constitution? 
Constitution of a country is a written document which prescribes it to be a 
supreme law of the country to decide the structure of the government along 
with rights and duties of citizens. 

 What is the nature of India as per the Preamble of the Indian Constitution? 
India is a sovereign, socialist Democratic and Republic state. 
 What is the need and importance of a constitution? 
  Constitution allows coordination and assurance amongst the members of a 

society 
 It specifies who has the power to make a decision. 
 It decides how the government will be constituted. 
 It sets some limits on what a government can impose on its citizens. 
 It enables the government to fulfill aspirations of a society. 
 It expresses the fundamental identity of a people i.e., political identity, moral            

identity. 
 
 PROVISIONS BORROWED FROM OTHER CONSTITUTION 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 USA 

 Fundamental 
Rights 

 Judicial Review 
 Preamble  to the 

constitution 
 Independence of 

BRITISH CONSTITUTION 

 Parliamentary form of 
government 

 Rule of Law 
 Speaker and his role 
 Law making procedure 
 Single citizenship 
 Single Integrated 

Judiciary 

  FRENCH 
CONSTITUTION 

 Principles of 
Liberty , Equality 
and Fraternity. 

 

IRISH CONSTITUTION 

 Directive 
Principles of State 
Policy 


