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   Class Notes No. 2 

Class: X 

 

Topic:THE RISE OF  NATIONALISM IN 
EUROPE  

Subject: HISTORY (NCERT) 

 

 

 

 

IMPACT OF THE REVOLUTION OF 1848 IN EUROPE (3 marks) 
a.  The monarch was abdicated and a republic was formed on the basis of universal male 

suffrage in France. 

 

b. Men and women of the liberal middle classes united their demands for the 
constitutionalism and national unification and wanted to form a nation-state on the 
basis of the parliamentary principles. 

c. Middle class professionals, businessmen and the rich artisans went to Frankfurt  city  
and  voted for an all-German National Assembly. As  a result, the Frankfurt assembly 
was convened and a constitution for a German nation was drafted which was headed 
by a monarchy subject. 

 

GREEK WAR OF INDEPENDENCE 1832 (5 marks) 

1. Greece had been part of the Ottoman Empire since the fifteenth century. 

2. The growth of revolutionary nationalism in Europe sparked off a struggle for independence 
amongst the Greeks which began in 1821. 

3. Nationalists in Greece got support from other Greeks living in exile and also from many West 
Europeans who had sympathies for ancient Greek culture 

4. Poets and artists lauded Greece as the cradle of European civilisation and mobilised public 
opinion to support its struggle against a Muslim empire. 

Example-The English poet Lord Byron organised funds and later went to fight in the war, 
where he died of fever in 1824. 

5. Finally, the Treaty of Constantinople of 1832 recognised Greece as an independent nation. 

 

THE PROCESS OF UNIFICATION OF GERMANY(5 marks) 

1. In 1848, Germans tried to unite the different regions of the German confederation into a 
nation-state- governed by an elected parliament. But the monarchy and the military repulssed 
the initiative. 

2. From then, Germany’s effort was supported by the large land owners called Junkers of Prussia. 

3. Prussia took the leadership of this movement under its chief minister, Otto von Bismarck. 
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4.  He took the help of Prussian army and bureaucracy. For 7 years, Prussians fought 3 wars with 
Austria, Denmark, and France-which resulted into Prussia’s victory and it led to be unification 
of Germany 

5. The Prussian king, William I was proclaimed as the German Emperor on January 18, 1871. 
The nation-state building in Germany had demonstrated the dominance of Prussian state 
power. 

**The unified state of Germany had modern currency, banking, legal and judicial system. 

 

THE PROCESS OF UNIFICATION OF ITALY(5 marks) 

a. Earlier Italy was divided into seven states out of which the Italian princely house ruled 
only in the Sardinia-Piedmont region. 

 
b. The youth of the country were greatly influenced by the most prominent Italian leader 

named Mazzini. The youth were inspired for the establishment of a single united Italy. 
Secret societies were set up in many states. 

 
c. In the process of unification of Italy Cavour was helped a lot by Mazzini. King Victor 

Emmanuel  II took the charge of the unification of Italy after a series of failure of 
Mazzini. 

 
d. Cavour, the then chief minister due to his tactful diplomatic alliance with France was 

able to defeat the Austrian forces in the year 1859. 

 

e. Finally the Spanish were driven out when Giuseppe Garibaldi  marched  into  south  
Italy  in the year 1860 with the support of the local peasants. Hence, Italy was unified in 
the year 1961 and Victor Emmanuel II was declared the king of united Italy. 

 

THE PROCESS OF FORMATION OF GREAT BRITAIN (5 marks) 

1. The unification of Britain was not the result of any revolution but it was a long drawn-out 
process. Earlier, Britain was comprised of English, Welsh, Scot or Irish. But in all these, 
English nations grew in importance and power so was able to dominate over other 
nations of Britain. 

 

2. The English parliament, which had seized power from the monarchy in 1688 at the end of 
a protracted conflict, was the instrument through which a nation-state, with England at its 
centre, came to be forged. 

3. The Act of Union (1707) between England and Scotland resulted in formation of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain’. This means England was able to dominate Scotland. 

4. Ireland was divided into Catholic and Protestants. The English helped the Protestants to 
gain control over Catholic country. Catholic revolted against British but they were 
suppressed and Ireland was forcibly incorporated into the United Kingdom  in 1801. 

5. A new British nation’ came through the propagation of English culture, the British flag 
(Union Jack), the national anthem (God Save Our Noble Ring), and the English language 
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BALKAN PROBLEMS Explain the causes of conflict in the Balkan area after 1871.  
(5 marks) 

1. The modern day Romania, Bulgaria, Albania, Greece, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Serbia etc. were 
comprised together called the Balkans. They had conflict with one another on the basis of  

          feelings of nationalism. 
2. The different Balkan regions were jealous of each other and always for their own identity 

and independence, the Balkan area became an area of intense conflict. 

3. They wanted to gain more territory at the expense of the others which led to two Balkans  
 war were fought in 1911 and 1912 

4. Balkans also became the scene of big power rivalry. Each power-Russia, Germany, England 
were keen to take hold on Balkans. This led to a series of wars in the region and finally the. 

                        First World War 

5. The Balkans people used history to prove that they had once been independent. So, they 

became nationalist and rebellious to win back their long- lost independence. 

 

Q. Name the female allegory, which was invented by artists in the 19th century to represent the nation of 
France. Explain any two features of it.  

Ans.-In France, the name of the female allegory was Marianne. The statues of Christene Marianne      
were erected in the public square and also marked on the coins and the stamps. 

The two features of this female allegory were: 
 

a. This reflects the ideas of the people’s nation. 
 

d. It was the figure of liberty with the red cap, the tricolor and the cockade. 

 

 

Q. Culture had played an important role in the development of nationalism in Europe during the 18th and 19th 
centuries. Support the statement with examples. 

Ans.-It is true to say that culture had played an important role  in  the  development  of  nationalism  in  
Europe during the 18th and 19th centimes.  
                              This can be justified with the following examples: 
 

1. Romanticism and cultural movements in Greece helped in developing the feeling of 
nationalism, sense of togetherness and love for the country through language, art, poetry, 
stories, folk songs, music and the past experiences. 

 
2. Karol Kurpinski was able to develop the feeling of nationalist through his operas, music and 

folk dances. 

 
3. The Poland people were fighting with Russia for their language and culture. 

 

Q. How had the female figures become an allegory of the nation during the 19th 
century in Europe? Analyse. 

 

1. The artists started personifying the nation with female figures in the 18th and 19th century 
which was an abstract idea that gave a concrete form to the nation. Hence, the female figure 
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became the allegory of the nation. 

2. In France, the statues of Christene Marianne were erected in the public square and also 
marked on the coins and the stamps. It was the figure of Liberty with the red cap, the 
tricolor and the cockade. 

 
3. In Germany, Germania became the allegory wearing a crown of oak leaves because the 

German oak symbolizes heroism. 

 

 

 

 


