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II. Answer the following questions in one or two sentences. 

1. Why was Kezia afraid of her father? 

Ans-Kezia was afraid of her father because he was very strict who always used to give commands to 
everybody else in the house. He never played with her. He had big hands and heavy face especially his mouth 
when he yawned were big and she was especially terrified with the manner in which he looked at her over his 
spectacles. 

 

2. Who were the people in Kezia’s family? 

Ans-Kezia’s family consisted of her mother, father, grandmother and herself. 

 

3.  What was Kezia’s father’s routine  
(i) before going to his office?  
(ii) after coming back from his office? (iii) on Sundays? 

Ans-(i) Before going to his office, Kezia’s father usually went into her room to give her a casual kiss. 
 (ii) After coming back from his office, he ordered for tea to brought into the drawing room. He also asked his 
mother to bring him the newspaper and his slippers, and Kezia to pull off his boots.  
(iii) On Sunday, Kezia's father would stretch out on the sofa. He would cover his face with his handkerchief, 
put his feet on one of the cushions and sleep soundly. 

 

4. In what ways did Kezia’s grandmother encourage her to get to know her father better? 

Ans-Kezia’s grandmother encouraged her to get to know her father better by sending her to the drawing 
room to talk to her parents on Sundays. She also suggested Kezia to make a pin cushion out of a beautiful 
piece of yellow silk as a gift for her father’s birthday 

 

III. Discuss these questions in class with your teacher and then write down your answers in two or three 
paragraphs each. 

 

1. Kezia’s efforts to please her father resulted in displeasing him very much. How did this happen? 

Ans- Kezia efforts to please her father resulted in displeasing him. On every Sunday, her grandmother sent her 
down to the drawing room to have nice talk with father and mother. But her presence always irritated the 
father. He used to call her 'little brown owl'. One day her grandmother told her that her father's birthday 
would be next week and suggested that she should make him a pin-cushion for beautiful gift. After stitching 
three sides of the cushion with double cotton with great care and effort, Kezia was stuck as to what to fill the 
cushion with. Since her grandmother was busy in the garden, she searched her Mother's bedroom for scraps. 
Finally, she discovered sheets of paper on the bed table. She gathered these, tore them up and filled the 
cushion with the torn pieces. Unfortunately, her efforts to please her father not only went in vain but also had 



an unanticipated consequence. This was because the sheets she had torn were her father’s speech for the 
Port Authority. Her father scolded her for touching things that did not belong to her and punished her by 
hitting her palm with a ruler. 

 

2. Kezia decides that there are “different kinds of fathers”. What kind of father was Mr Macdonald, and how 
was he different from Kezia’s father? 

Ans- Kezia compared her father with Mr. Macdonald, her next door neighbour. He was a loving, gentle and 
forgiving father. He was always smiling and playing with his children. He treated his children in a friendly 
manner. He was just opposite to the Kezia's father. Unlike Kezia's father he never punished his children. He 
played with them whenever he was free. Kezia's father was very harsh and a strict disciplinarian. 

 

3. How does Kezia begin to see her father as a human being who needs her sympathy? 

Ans-With her mother and grandmother at the hospital, Kezia is left at home in the care of Alice, the cook. At 
night, after she is put to bed by the cook, she has a nightmare. She calls for her grandmother but, to her 
surprise, she finds her father standing near her bed. He takes her in his arms and makes her sleep next to him. 
Half asleep, she creeps close to him, snuggles her head under his arm, and holds tightly to his shirt. Her father 
asks her to rub her feet against his legs for warmth. Her father goes off to sleep before her. This makes her 
understand that he has to work hard every day and this leaves him too tired to be like Mr Macdonald. She 
expresses her altered feelings for her father by telling him that he has a 'big heart'. 

 

EXTRA QUESTIONS 

Extract Based Questions (3 marks, each) . 
 Read the passage given below and answer the questions that follow:  
 
Q.1. To the little girl he was a figure to be feared and avoided. Every morning before going to work he came 
into her room and gave her a casual kiss, to which she responded with ‘Good Bye Father’. And oh, there Was a 
glad sense of relief when she heard the noise of the carriage growing fainter and fainter down the long road! , 
 
 (i)What was the daily routine of the father ? 
(ii)’When did the daughter feel relief ?  
(iii)Trace a word from the passage which means “answered”. 

Ans. (i) The daily routine of Kezia’s father was to visit her daughter’s room, meet her and give her a kiss before 
leaving for work.  
(ii)The daughter felt relief when the carriage went away from the house.  
(iii)Responded 

 

Q. 2. But the same old nightmare came the butcher with a knife and a rope who came nearer and nearer, with 
that dreadful smile, while she could not move, only stand still, crying out “Grandma!”. She woke shivering to 
see father beside her bed, a candle in his hand. “What is the matter ?” he said. 
 
 (i)Why did she get the nightmare ? 
 (ii)Where was the butcher ? 
 (iii)Find a word from the passage that means “shake in fear and cold”. 

Ans. (i) She got the nightmare as she was alone with her father at home and her mother and granny were in 
the hospital. 
 (ii)The butcher was in her dream.  
(iii)Shivering. 

 

 
 



Short Answer Type Questions (2 marks each) (About 30-40 words each) 

Q.1.What orders were passed to Kezia in the evening when father returned home from office? 

Ans. When Kezia’s father returned home from office she was supposed to come down, take off father’s shoes 
and put them outside. She was also to put her father’s teacup on file tea table 

 

Q.2. Why did Kezia avoid her father ? 

Ans. Kezia avoided her father because according to her, her father was an emotionless person. He never 
spoke to Kezia lovingly and calmly. He scolded Kezia and reprimanded her for making mistakes. Kezia 
stammered in front of her father since he was a very huge and giant like figure far away from the warmth of a 
father. 

 

Q. 3. Why did Kezia stammer in front of her father ? 

Ans. Kezia father always scolded her and never spoke to her in a loving manner. So, Kezia stammered in front 
of her father because she was afraid of him and found it difficult to speak in front of him. 

 

Q.4. Why was Kezia afraid of her father ?  

Ans. Kezia was a little sensitive girl. Her father was aggressive and always spoke loudly. He always scolded her. 
He used to beat her. Even when she accepted her mistakes, He never played with her. This made her afraid of 
her father. 

 

Long Answer Type Questions (4 marks each) (About 80-100 words each) 

Q. 1. How did Kezia’s negative attitude towards her father change ? 

Ans. When her mother was hospitalized, her grandmother went to stay with her. Kezia used to sleep alone at 
night. She was so scared that she started shouting at night. She had nightmares and trembled a lot with fear. 
Then her father came to her room and took her into his arms to comfort her. She felt secured with her father 
near her. Then she realized that her father was busy with work and had no time to play. She even realized 
that her father loved her but didn’t have the art of expressing it. Thus, her attitude towards her father 
changed towards positive. 

 

Q.2. How did Kezia’s efforts to please her father resulted in displeasing him veiy much ? Elaborate 

Ans. Kezia was very scared of her father and stuttered while talking to him. This annoyed him a lot. When she 
waited and stared at him to have a nice long chat, he did not like it. She unknowingly destroyed some of his 
important papers while stuffing a cushion which she wanted to present to him on his birthday. This made him 
very angry and he beat her up badly. Therefore, Kezia’s efforts to please her father resulted in displeasing him 
very much. 
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