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Instructions 

1. This paper is divided into two parts: A and B. Both parts are compulsory. 

2. Separate instructions are given with each part and question wherever necessary. 

3. Read these instructions very carefully and follow them faithfully. 

4. Do not exceed the prescribed word limit while answering the questions. 

Part A: Multiple Choice Questions [40 Marks] 

Reading [18 Marks] 

1. Read the passage given below. (10) 

Reality television is a genre of television programming whic11t is claimed, presents 
unscripted dramatic or humorous situations, documents, actual events, and features 
ordinary people rather than professional actors. It could be described as a form of 
artificial or "heightened" documentary. Although the genre has existed in some 
form or another since the early years of television, the current explosion of 
popularity dates from around 2000. 

Reality television covers a wide range of television programming formats, from game 
or quiz shows which resemble the frantic, often demeaning programmes produced in 

Japan in the 1980s and 1990s (a modern example is Gaki no tsukai), to surveillance or 
voyeurism focused productions such as Big Brother or Big Boss. 

Critics say that the term 'reality television' is somewhat of a misnomer and that 
such shows frequently portray a modified and highly influenced form of reality, with 
participants put in exotic locations or abnormal situations, sometimes coached to act 
in certain ways by off-screen handlers, and with events on screen manipulated 
through editing and other post-production techniques. 

Part of reality television's appeal is due to its ability to place ordinary people in 
extraordinary situations. For instance, on the ABC show 'The Bachelor', an eligible 
male dates a dozen women simultaneously, travelling on extraordinary dates to 
scenic locales. 

 

Reality television also has the potential to turn its participants into national celebrities, 

outwardly in talent and performance programmes such as Indian Idol, though frequently 

Survivor and Big Boss participants also reach some degree of celebrity status. 

Some commentators have said that the name 'reality television' is an inaccurate 

description for several styles of programme included in the genre. In competition-based 

programmes such as Big Boss and Survivor, and other special-living-environment shows such 

as 'The Real World', the producers design the format of the show and control the day-to-day 

activities and the environment, creating a completely fabricated world in which the 

competition plays out. Producers specifically select the participants, and use carefully 

designed scenarios, challenges, events and settings to encourage particular behaviours 

and conflicts. Mark Burnett, creator of Survivor and other reality shows, has agreed with 

this assessment, and avoids the word 'reality' to describe his shows; he has said, "I tell good 

stories. It really is not reality TV. It actually is unscripted drama." 

On the basis of your reading of the passage, answer any ten of the following 



questions by choosing the correct option. (1 x 10 =10) 

(i) In para 1 the writer says 'it is claimed' because 

(a) he agrees with(b)everyone agrees with 

(c) no one agrees with                      (d) he wants to distance himself from 

(ii) Reality television has……………… 

(a) always been popular             (b)popular from well before 2000 

(c) popular since 2000  (popular approximately since 2000 

(iii) Why do reality shows appeal to people? 

(a) Because they are real. 
(b) Because it places ordinary people in extraordinary situations. 

(c) Both (a) and (b) 

(d) Neither (a) nor (b) 

(iv) What advantage does reality show provide to its participants? 

(a) They give money. 

(b) They give fame. 

(c) They turn the contestants into national celebrities. 

(d) None of the above 

(v) Why do people feel that reality television is an inaccurate description? 

(a)  Because it is mostly scripted and edited. 

(a) Because format of the show is predefined 

(b) Producers control day-to-day activities of the participants 

(c) All of the above 

(vi) According to Mark Burnett, reality shows are  .....  

(a) real (b) fake 

(c) unscripted drama (d) None of these 

(vii) Reality Television covers a wide range of programs including  ...  

(a) game shows (b) quiz shows (c) talent shows (d) All of these 

(viii) " ...which, it is claimed," Pick the option in which the meaning of 'claimed' is 

not the same as it is in the passage. 

(a) He'd made his claim clear. 
(b) Under what conditions can we claim victory in this war on disease? 

(c) The restaurant's real claim to fame is the cooking method. 

(d)Tom claimed that he didn't kill anybody. 

 

(ix) Pick the option showing the CORRECT use of the 'misnomer'. 

(a) Since Fred is very skinny, calling him fat Fred is indeed a misnomer. 

(b) The name she chose made no sense to anyone so we could only assume it was 
a misnomer. 

(c) No one can understand why my aunt has given her friendly dog the 

'misnomer'. 

(d) All of the above 

(x) Which of the following is not a competition-based program? 

(a) Big Boss (b) The Real World (c) Survivor (d) The Bachelor 

(xi) The word 'fabricated' in para 6 means  ......  

(a) invented (b) manufactured (c) assembled (d) concocted 

2. Read the passage given below. 
(8) 

The handicrafts sector is of importance to the Indian economy as it is one of the 



largest employment generators and account for a significant share in the country's export. 
The state and regional clusters contribute significantly to handicrafts export. The 
Indian handicrafts industry is fragmented with more than seven million regional artisans 
and over 67,000 exporters/ export houses promoting regional art and craftsmanship in the 
domestic and global markets. 

Government of India increased incentive rates under the Merchandise Export from 
India scheme (MEIS) to seven per cent from five per cent for handicraft items 
which will help exporters to recover the input costs involved in the production of 
handicrafts and will lead to competitive pricing and boost export. 

Indian handicrafts are exported across geographies, with the top 10 destinations 
being the .US, the UK, the UAE, Germany, France, Latin American Countries 
(LAC), Italy, the Netherlands, Canada and Australia. 

The Export Promotion Council for Handicrafts (EPCH) is the apex Government body 
and operates under the administrative control of the Ministry of Textiles, 
Government of India. EPCH has the distinction of being considered a 'model 
council', a self-sustaining body that self-finances all its promotional activities. 
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On the basis of your understanding, answer any eight of the following questions by 
choosing the correct options, 

(1x8 =8) 
(i) Which one of the following is TRUE about the importance of handicraft sector in 

Indian economy? 



(a) It is the highest revenue generating sector. 

(b) It is one of the largest employment generators and account for a significant 
share in the country's export. 

(c) It creates a brand name for India. 

(d) It has the highest share in export. 

 

 

(ii) The highest export was in the year 

(a) 2017-2018 (b) 2016-2017 (c) 2018-2019 (d) 2015-2016 

(iii) The antonym of individual in the given passage is 

(a) significant (b) clusters 

(c) fragmented (d) incentives 

(iv) A significant fall in the exports was witnessed in the year  ......  

(a) 2011-2012 (b) 2010-2011 (c) 2009-2010 (d) 1986-1987 

(v) The apex body for handicraft Export is  ............  

(a) Ministry of Exports 

(b) Ministry of Textiles 

(c) The Export Promotion Council for Handicrafts (EPCH) 

(d) Ministry of Trade and Commerce 

(vi) EPCH has the distinction of being considered a 'model council' because  .....  

(a) the best apex body of all 
(b) a self-sustaining body that self-finances all its promotional activities 

(c) a regulating body controlling all its affairs 

(d) best self-governing authority 

(vii) Government of India increased incentive rates under ........... 

(a) Atma Nirbhar Bharat Yojana 

(b) Skill India Scheme 

(c) Make in India Scheme 

(d) The Merchandise Export from India Scheme (MEIS) 

(viii) The Merchandise Export from India Scheme (MEIS) will help the exporters 

(a) to increase business. 
(b) to recover the input costs involved in the production of handicrafts. 

(c) to reduce competition. 

(d) to manage supply demand ratio. 

(ix) Highest handicraft export is made to  ........  

(a) USA (b) UK (c) UAE (d) Netherlands 

Grammar 

3. Choose the correct option. Answer any four. 

(i) We bought ...... prawns today. 

(a) little (b) some (c) few (d) much 

(ii) In USA, there are literary classes for workers  ....  of whom never graduated 

from high school. 

(a) any (b) some (c) many (d) few 

(iii) ......................................................................... The river Thames  through London. 

(a) is flowing (b) has been flowing (c) flows (c1) has flowed 

(iv) ........................................................................................................................ There is 

something wrong with her car so she  ............... to work by bus. 

 



(a) has been going (h) goes (c) went (d) is going 

(v) Norma l l y  I    to bed at around 11:30 every night. 

(a) am going (b) have been going (c) go (d) have gone 

 

4. Choose the correct option. Answer any four. (1x4 = 4) 

(i) I said to him, "Why are you working so hard?" 

(a) I asked him why he was working so hard. 

(b) I asked him why was he working so hard. 

(c) I asked him why had he been working so hard. 

(d) I asked him why he had been working so hard. 

(ii) I knew about her previous activities. (Make it complex) 

(a) I knew about her and her previous activities. 

(b) I knew about the activities that she previously committed. 

(c) I knew what her previous activities were. 

(d) Her previous activities were known to me. 

(iii) He said to her, "What a cold day!" 

(a) He told her that it was a cold day. 

(b) He exclaimed that it was a cold day. 

(c) He exclaimed sorrowfully that it was a cold day. 

(d) He exclaimed that it was a very cold day. 

(iv) In spite of being rich, he is humble. (Make it compound) 

(a) Even though he is rich, he is humble. 

(b) He is rich and humble. 

(c) He is as humble as he is rich. 

(d) He is rich but he is humble. 

(v) He said to the interviewer, "Could you please repeat the question?" 

(a) He requested the interviewer if he could please repeat the question. 

(b) He requested the interviewer to please repeat the question. 

(c) He requested the interviewer to repeat the question. 

(d) He requested the interviewer if he could repeat the question. 

Literature Textbooks [14 Marks] 

5. Read the given extracts carefully and answer the following questions. 

(Do any one.) 

(1x3=3) 

A. Then sleek as a lizard, and alert and abrupt, 

She enters the thickness, and a machine 

starts up of chitterings, and of tremor of 

wings and trillings  

The whole tree trembles and thrills 

It is the engine of her family. 

(i) What poetic device is used in the last line? 

(a) Simile (b) Personification (c) Metaphor (d) Alliteration 

(ii) What is the 'machine'? 

(a) The Laburnum tree (b) Sound of goldfinch's chicks 

(c) The goldfinch (d) None of these 



(iii)Why is the movement of goldfinch compared to that of lizard? 

(a) Because it enters the tree quietly like a lizard. 

(b) Because it looks like lizard. 

(c) Because it crawls like a lizard. 
(d) Because a lizard also enters at the same time. 

B. "All three stood still to smile through their hair 

At the uncle with the camera. A sweet 
face, My mother's, that was before I 
was born 
And the sea, which appears to have 
changed less, Washed their terribly 
transient feet." 

(i) Why did all three stand still and smile? 

(a) Because they were asked to do so. 

(b) Because they were happy. 

(c) Because they were getting their photograph clicked. 

(d) Because they were afraid of sea waves. 

(ii) How does the poet describe her mother's face? 

(a) Young and beautiful (b) Old and wrinkled 

(c) Sweet (d) Happy and vibrant 

(hi) Which figure of speech is used in last line? 

(a) Alliteration (b) Metaphor (c) Simile (d) Personification 

 

6. Read the given extracts carefully and answer the following questions. (Do any 

two.) 
(1x6=6) 

A. Hor was a grim, miserable place. There was no vegetation whatsoever, just dust 
and rocks, liberally scattered with years of accumulated refuse, which was 
unfortunate given that the town sat on the shore of Lake Mansarovar, Tibet's 
most venerated stretch of water. Ancient Hindu and Buddhist cosmology 
pinpoints Mansarovar as the source of four great Indian rivers: the Indus, the 
Ganges, the Sutlej and the Brahmaputra. Actually, only the Sutlej flows from the 
lake, but the headwaters of the others all rise nearby on the flanks of Mount 
Kailash. 

(i) What did the town of Hor seem to the narrator? 

(a) A vibrant and lively place. (b) A grim and miserable place. 

(c) A tiny and attractive place. (d) A large expanse of loneliness. 

(ii) Which river actually flows from Lake Mansarovar? 

(a) The Ganges (b) The Indus 

(c) The Brahmaputra (d) The Sutlej 

(iii) Why did narrator feel that Hor's misery was unfortunate? 

(a) Because it was a very famous place. 

(b) Because there were many tourists. 

(c) Because it was set on the shore of Lake Mansarovar. 

(d) Because it was situated on top of Mount Kailash. 

B. MRS PEARSON: Of course, they do. You ought to have found that out by this 



time. Anybody else would have done. You're one of their standing jokes. They 
call you Pompy-ompy Pearson because they think you're so slow and 
pompous. 

GEORGE: [horrified] Never! 

MRS PEARSON: It's always beaten me why you should want to spend so 
much time at a place where they're always laughing at you behind your back 
and calling you names. Leaving your wife at home, night after night. Instead 
of going out with her, who doesn't make you look a fool... 

(i) Why was George called Pompy-ompy Pearson at the bar? 

(a) Because he was rude to them. (b) Because he was slow and pompous. 

(c) Because he was a miser. (d) Because he was a fool. • 

 
 

(ii) What is Mrs.Pearson complaining? 

(a) George doesn't give her money. 

(b) George doesn't love her. 

(c) George spends more time with others than with her. 

(d) None of the above 

(iii) What do we come to know about George as a person? 

(a)  He is stupid. 

(b)  He is arrogant. 

(c)  He doesn't understand the real faces of people. 

(d)  He is self-centered. 

C. "For mercy's sake, Doctor," whimpered the midwife. "It's stillborn." Andrew did 
not heed her. 

Beaten, despairing, having laboured in vain for half an hour, he still persisted in 
one last effort, rubbing the child with a rough towel, crushing and releasing 
the little chest with both his hands, trying to get breath into that limp body. 

And then, as by a miracle, the pigmy chest, which his hands enclosed, gave a 
short, convulsive heave, another.., and another... Andrew turned giddy. The 
sense of life, springing beneath his fingers after all that unavailing striving, was 
so exquisite it almost made him faint. 

(i) What does the given lines tells us about the doctor? 

1. Dedicated 2. Hard-working 

3. Practical 4. Wise 

5. Cruel 6. Self-centered 

(a) 1 and 2 (b) 3 and 4 
(c) 5 and 6 (d) Both (a) and (b) 

(ii) What was the miracle brought by Andrew's efforts? 

(a) He infused life in lifeless baby. 

(b) He made the baby cry. 

(c) He performed a difficult operation. 

(d) He delivered the baby without proper facilities. 

(iii) What can we say about Andrew as a person? 

(a) He was a skilled doctor. 

(b) He was a hardworking person. 

(c) He was compassionate and hardworking. 

(d) He worked for blessings than for money. 

7. Choose the correct option. Answer any five. (1x5=5) 



(i) Which of the following is TRUE about the grandmother's attitude towards 
music lessons in school in 'Portrait of a Lady'? 

(a) She was very excited. 
(b) She was upset as she considered music to be lowly. 

(c) She was indifferent. 
(d) She was angry. 

 

(ii) What role does the tree play for the Goldfinch bird? 

   (a) As a shelter 

   (c) As a supporter 

   (b) As a means to feed her family 

   (d) As a resting place 

 

(iii) Who according to Zahi Hawass, was watching over the tomb of Boy King Tut?  

(a) Amun  

 (b) Aten 

 (c) Orion 

(d) Akhenaten 

 

(iv) Why are the last two lines of the poem 'Voice of the Rain' given in bracket? 

(a) Because they are not the part of the poem. 

(b) Because they are not spoken by the rain. 

(c) Because they are not important. 

(d) None of the above 

(v) Who spoke these words in 'The Ailing Planet', "We have not inherited this 

earth from our forefathers; we have borrowed it from our children"? 

(a) Mr. Lester Brown (b) Margaret Thatcher 

(c) Mr. Edgar S Woolard (d) Mr. L K Jha 

(vi) Where does the poet feel that his childhood has gone in the poem 

'Childhood'? 

(a) To an unknown place. (b) Its hidden behind a child's face. 

(c) It has gone to Heaven. (d) It is still within him. 

Part B: Subjective Questions 

Reading 

8. Read the passage given below.  
In Indian homes, the floor of the house is always the best maintained element, 
cleaned twice a day and wiped down to a sparkling state. In front of the threshold of 
the home, the floor is often decorated with Bengali and other ritual diagrams. This 
is true in rural as well as in many urban homes in metropolitan cities. When 
building a new home, people spend as much money per square foot for a beautiful 
floor as they would spend on the entire structure. Yet, this pride and obsession for a 
clean floor suddenly vanish as we step out into the street: 

the floor of the city. 

In Delhi, where 80% of the people are pedestrians in some stage of their commuting, the 
least attention is paid to pedestrian paths. Delhi's sidewalks are too narrow, 



very poorly maintained and full of potholes, poles, junction boxes and dangerous 
electrical installations, not to speak of the garbage dumps that stink and stare at the 
pedestrian. 

Delhi's citizens leave home and want to get to their destination as fast as they can. 
No one wants to linger on the road, no leisure walks, no one looks at a stranger in the 
eye. It is on the pedestrian path that the citizen encounters head-on the poor pubic 
management and the excuse called 'multiplicity of authorities'. One agency makes 
the road, another digs it up to lay cables, a third one comes after months to 
clear up the mess and the cycle of unaccountability goes on. Meanwhile, 
crores are spent in repairing the carriageway for vehicles and in construction of 
flyovers without a care for the pedestrians below. The solution offered is to make 
an expensive underpass or an ugly foot over bridge, ostensibly for facilitating the 
pedestrian, while in reality, it only facilitates the cars to move faster at the 

expense of the pedestrians. In modern cities across the world, the pedestrian is king. 

The floor of the city is designed and maintained as an inclusive environment, helping 

the physically challenged, the old and the infirm, children and ordinary citizen to 

move joyfully across the city. Delhi aspires to be a ‘world class city’. Hopefully the 

authorities would look once again at the floor of Delhi. The pleasure of strolling on 

the road is deeply connected to our sense of citizenship and sense of belonging. Pride 

in the city grows only on a well-designed floor of the city. 

(i)On the basis of your reading of the above passage, make notes on it using 

headings and sub-headings. Use recognizable abbreviations, wherever 
necessary (minimum 4). 

Supply an appropriate title to it. (5) 

(i) Write a summary of the given passage in 80-100 words. (3) 

 

Writing [16 Marks] 

9. It is 'Traffic Safety Week'. The local authorities decide to take out a rally. Your 
school principal has allowed the students of Class XI to attend it. You are 
Reena/Sanjeev, the Head Girl/Boy of your school. Put up a notice not 
exceeding 50 words for the school notice board for Class XI students to 
prepare charts, slogans and posters for celebrating the week as well as the 
rally. (3) 

or 
Write a notice not more than 50 words for the school notice board inviting 
volunteers for an N.S.S. (National Social Service) Camp. You are Gaurav 
Gautam, the Group leader of SD Sr Sec School, Ambala Cantt. 

10. National Book Trust is organising an exhibition displaying books on yoga on 
the occasion of International Yoga Day on 21st June. Design a poster 
highlighting the advantages of developing the habit of yoga for the 

occasion. (50 words) (3) 
Or 



Design an attractive and instructive poster on behalf of the Delhi Police to 
educate and warn the people against any suspicious or unclaimed 

objects in public places/trains/ buses to avert bomb blasts. (50 words) 
11. Your cousin Aparna Ghose is just completing 12th standard and is keen to 

join a short-term medical transcription course in computer programming. 
She comes across an advertisement of ET & T Computer Education, 
Mansarover Garden, New Delhi. Write a letter on behalf of Aparna to the 
firm imparting training in computers and enquire about the details such as 

duration of the course, fees and other facilities, etc. (120-150 words) (5) 
or 

You are Arun Pradhan, President of Students' Association of Albert Mission 

School, Rouse Avenue, New Delhi. Write a letter to the 

Principal of your school suggesting some improvements in 

the school structure. You can use the following clues. 

Clues 

 
 

 

 

 Update library 

 Washroom-dilapidated 

 Dingy unused swimming pool 

 Unkempt Park 

 Basketball and Volleyball court maintenance 

12. The recent rise in incidents of violent behaviour of students is a matter of 
concern for all. The problem can be cured if students learn how to manage 
anger. Write a speech on the topic in 120-150 words to be delivered in the 
school's morning assembly. (5) 

or 

"Introduction of Common Eligibility Test is a step in right direction." 

Give your views for or against the motion. (120-150 words) 

For the Motion: No more multiple exam fees — one application form is 
enough — single window procedure — one exam — saving time — saving 
resources 
Against the Motion: If disqualified, have to wait a year - no more waiting list — 
single window method selections — no chance of redemption if failed in the 

CET as against the present system where a candidate can appear in other exams 

Literature Textbooks [16 Marks] 

13. Answer any two of the following questions in 30-40 words. (2x2= 4) 

(i) Who was the 'Untutored genius who created a paradise'. What is the nature 

of his contribution? 



(ii) What is the significance of the yellow colour in the poem 'The Laburnum Top'? 

(iii)  In 'Discovering Tut: The Saga Continues', how can the CT scan prove more 

effective than X-rays? 

(iv) What moment does the photograph depict in the poem A Photograph'? 

14. Answer any one of the following questions in 40-50 words. (2 x1=2) 

In the story 'The Address', when did the author realize that she was at the correct 

address? or 

In 'Mother's Day', what was wrong with George's attitude towards his wife, Annie? 

15. Answer any one of the following questions in 120-150 words. (5) 

What does the rain do to things day and night? What is the result of rainfall on 

things at Earth? Answer with reference to poem 'The Voice of Rain'? 

or 

The love of a mother or grandmother cannot be compared to any other love. Discuss 

with reference to 'The Portrait of a Lady'. 

16. Answer any one of the following questions in 120-150 words. 

Give your views on the influence of English language and lifestyle on Indian 
people's life and culture as reflected in the story 'Ranga's Marriage'. 
                                                                   Or 
Could Aram learn to ride the white horse? Describe his first ride on it 

 

. 


