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Question 1. 
Choose the correct statement from the following. 
A constitution needs to be amended from time to time because, 
1. Circumstances change and require suitable changes in the constitution. 
2. A document written at one point of time becomes outdated after some time. 
3. Every generation should have a constitution of its own liking. 
4. It must reflect the philosophy of the existing government. 
Answer: 
Because circumstances change and require suitable changes in the constitution. 
Question 2. 
Write True / False against the following statements. 
(a) The President cannot send back an amendment bill for reconsideration of the Parliament. 
(b) Elected representatives alone have the power to amend the Constitution. 
(c) The Judiciary cannot initiate the process of constitutional amendment but can effectively change the 
Constitution by interpreting it differently. 
(d) The Parliament can amend any section of the Constitution. 
Answer: 
(a) True 
(b) True 
(c) True 
(d) False 
Question 3 
Which of the following is not a reasonable explanation of the conflict between the legislature and the 
judiciary over different amendments? 
(a) Different interpretations of the Constitution are possible. 
(b) In a democracy, debates and differences are natural. 
(c) Constitution has given higher importance to certain rules and principles and also allowed for 
amendment by special majority. 
(d) Legislature cannot be entrusted to protect the rights of the citizens. 
(e) Judiciary can only decide the constitutionality of a particular law; cannot resolve political debates about 
its need. 
Answer: 
(d) Legislature cannot be entrusted to protect the rights of citizens because issues of rights are resolved by 
the constitution under the Right to Constitutional Remedies. 
Question 4 
Identify the correct statements about the theory of basic structure. Correct the incorrect statements. 
(a) Constitution specifies the basic tenets. 
(b) Legislature can amend all parts of the Constitution except the basic structure. 
(c) Judiciary has defined which aspects of the Constitution can be termed as the basic structure and which 
cannot. 
(d) This theory found its first expression in the Kesavananda Bharati case and has been discussed in 
subsequent judgments. 
(e) This theory has increased the powers of the judiciary and has come to be accepted by different political 
parties and the government. 
Answer: 
(a) It is an incorrect statement because constitution does not specify basic tenets, the basic structure has 
been evolved by the supreme court. 



(b) It is a correct statement. 
(c) It is correct because the basic theory is the invention of judiciary. 
(d) It is a correct statement. 
(e) It is a correct statement. 
 

Question 6 
Mention any two factors which make the constitution of India a living document. 
Answer: 
 
The required modifications can be made as per the changing needs and aspiration of society. 
This is flexible also to be interpreted and implemented. 
Question 7 
What does the rigid as well as flexible constitution stand for? 
RIGID CONSTITUTION stands for resistant to changes and Flexible constitution means open to changes. 
Question 8 
Which amendments are known as anti-defection amendments? 
Answer: 
52nd and 91st Amendments (brought down the minimum age from 21 to 18 years). 
Question 9. 
“The Constitution of India is a living document”. Explain. 
Answer: 
The Constitution of India is a living document. It can be enumerated in the following terms: 
 
It has continuously been responding to the various circumstances from time to time. 
Our constitution came into force on January 26, 1950, since then the government is supposed to work within 
its framework 
The constitution makers made the best efforts to accommodate the various changes as per needs and 
aspirations of society. 
It is open to interpretations and the ability to respond to the changing situations. 
It protects the rule of law in favour of democratic set up. 
The constitution responds to various experiences also. 
Though many changes have taken place, still the constitution works in an effective manner. 
 
Question 10. 
Mention the different methods to amend the constitution. 
Answer:  
By a simple majority: 
Amendments can take place by a resolution passed by simple majority in both the houses of parliament. 
Its examples are changing the boundaries of states, creation of new states, fixing the number of judges in 
Supreme Court, etc. 
By two third majority in both the houses of Parliament: 
 
Resolution should be passed by a two-third majority of the members present and voting in both the houses of 
parliament. 
 Many times Rajya Sabha has rejected the amendment bills passed by Lok Sabha, i.e. bill on Panchayats and 
Nagarpalikas. 
By two-third majority in both the houses of Parliament and approval of half of the state legislature: 
 
Amendment should be passed by both the houses of Parliament with majority of total member strength and 
of 2/3 majority of those present and voting. 
The resolution should be ratified by at least half of the state legislature. 
 



                                            POLITICAL THEORY: AN INTRODUCTION 
                                                              CH- 5 ( RIGHTS) 

1. What are Rights? 
Ans. Rights are primarily those claims which are necessary for leading a life of respect and dignity. 
Rights are those conditions or guarantees which the state provides to every citizen in order to attain best 
self in the society. 

 
2. What are rights and why are they important? What are the bases on which claims to rights can be 

made? 
Answer : 
 Rights are primarily those state-recognised claims that every individual regards to be necessary for 
leading a life of respect and dignity. 
These are essentially a justified claim or an entitlement. 
 Rights are important as they help individuals to develop their capacity to reason, develop their skills 
and enable them to make informed. 
choices in life. 
The bases on which claims to rights can be made are: 
 The representation of conditions that individuals collectively see as a source of self-respect and 
dignity. 
 The necessity for every individual's well-being. 

3.  What are different kinds of rights? 
a.political rights: it gives right to equality and right to participate in political process. it includes right 
to vote and elect representatives, right to contest elections, right to form political parties. 
political rights are supplemented by civil liberties. civil liberties like right to a free and fair trial, rightto 
express one's view freely, and right to protest and dissent.  
civil liberties and political rights form the basis of democratic system.  
b. economic rights: political rights can only be exercised when our basic needs like food, clothing, 
shelter, adequate wages are recognized. 
c. cultural rights: nowadays, groups are even asking for cultural rights. for example: right to be 
educated in their mother tongue, right to establish educational institutions for teaching one's 
language. and this is necessary for leading a good life. 

4.  what are human rights? 
Human rights are given because we deserve rights   as we all are humans. It means all persons are 
equal and no one is born to serve others. this concept is used increasingly to challenge inequalities 
based on race, caste, religion or and gender. 

5. What was the opinion of political theorists in 17th and 18th centuries about the concept of Rights? 
Ans. They believed that rights have been given to us by nature or God. 
This meant that rights were not conferred by a ruler or a society but we are born with them. They 
identified three natural rights of man: 
The Right to life 
Right to property  
Right to liberty 
In modern times, these natural rights are termed as Human Rights 

6. Rights place some limits on the authority of the state. Explain with examples. 
Answer : 

 Rights place some limits on the authority of the state as they make the state responsible for 
its actions. 

 Rights place an obligation upon the state to act in a certain way. 
 For example, the state must ensure that its policies should provide basic needs to all its 

individuals. 
 Rights suggest what the state must refrain from doing. 
 The state cannot make laws that violate the fundamental rights of the citizens and go against 

the constitution. 
 Freedom of expression is a basic right of individual therefore the state cannot stop anyone 



from expressing himself/herself. 
 The state cannot arrest any individual unnecessarily as that would mean violating her/his right 

of liberty 
READ THE PASSAGE – KANT ON HUMAN DIGNITY 

 

                                                      MAP BASED QUESTIONS 
STATES HAVING BICAMERAL LEGISLATURE: 

1. UTTAR PRADESH 
2. BIHAR 
3. MAHARASHTRA 
4. KARNATAKA 
5. ANDHRA PRADESH 
6. TELENGANA 
REST OF THE STATES HAVE UNICAMERAL LEGISLATURE. 

 
 

 

JAMMU AND KASHMIR IS NO 
LONGER A STATE – CONVERTED 
INTO UNION TERRITORIES- 
JAMMU&Kashmir AND LADAKH. 

HENCE NOT COUNTED AS A STATE 
HAVING BICAMERAL LEGISLATURE. 


