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What is South Asia – Pg.66 

Bangladesh Bhutan India The 
Maldives 

Nepal Pakistan Srilanka 

 

 These regions exhibit  linguistic, social and culture distinctiveness because they are 
surrounded by the Himalayas in the North and Indian Ocean in the South as well as Bay of 
Bengal and Arabian Ocean in the East and West respectively- Indian subcontinent. We would 
not discuss about Afghanistan, Myanmar and China. 

 People of all these countries have democratic aspirations( Read the table/data given on page 
67) 

Various countries in South Asia do not have  the same kind of political systems 

1. Srilanka and India – have democratic system since their independence. 
2. Pakistan and Bangladesh – Experienced both civilian and military rulers. But Bangladesh 

remained democracy since post cold-war period. 
3. Bhutan – Monarchy but the king has initiated its transition to multi party democracy. 
4. Maldives- a sultanate till 1968 when it was transformed into a republic with a Presidential 

system. 
5. Nepal – Constitutional Monarchy till 2006 but a successful uprising led to the restoration of 

democracy and reduced the king to a nominal position. 
The Military and Democracy in Pakistan: 

 In Pakistan , after the first elections, General Ayub Khan took over the governance of the 
country. 

 Due to popular dissatisfaction, there was military takeover under General Yahya khan. 
 During his rule, Pakistan faced Bangladesh crisis, a  war with India in 1971 and the formation 

of Bangladesh. 
 In 1971 ,Zulfikar Ali Bhutto came to power as an elected ruler but he was removed by Zia-Ul- 

Haq in 1977. 
 After a pro-democracy movement, Benazir Bhutto came to power in 1988. In 1999, Pervez 

Musharraf removed Nawaz Sharif and in2001, he elected himself as the President. 
 Today, Dr. Arif Alvi is the President and Imran Khan is the PM . 
 The dominance of military, clergy and landowning aristocracy, its conflict with India and the 

lack of international  support from countries such as the US have led to the failure of 
democracy in Pakistan. 

BASED ON THE ABOVE NOTES , THE QUESTION ANSWERS ARE GIVEN BELOW( THESE HAVE TO BE 
WRITTEN BY YOU IN YOUR NOTEBOOK) 
Q .1  Which important event took place in the given years: 
Ans:  1947- Independence of India and Pakistan 
           1954-55 – Pakistan joined the cold war military blocs , SEATO and CENTO. 
           1960 – India and Pakistan signed Indus Water Treaty. 
            1966 – Tashkent Agreement was signed between India and Pakistan, 
.            1971- Indo-Pak war and in 1972 Shimla Agreement was signed. 
 



             1974- India conducts first nuclear test. 
            1998 – India and Pakistan conduct nuclear test. 
Q.2 Name the countries of South Asia. 

Bangladesh Bhutan India The 
Maldives 

Nepal Pakistan Srilanka 

Q.3 List any two areas of conflict between India and Pakistan. 
1) Kashmir was a major issue of conflict. 
2) Pakistan is helping the terrorists of Kashmir with arms.  
Q.4 State any two reasons for the instability of democracy in Pakistan. 

 Social dominance of the military, clergy and landowning aristocracy. 
 Pakistan’s conflict with India has made the pro-military group more powerful. 

     
 Q.5 “ Democracy is becoming the first choice of the people of South Asia”. Justify the statement. 

  Despite the mixed record of the democratic experience, according to a survey conducted, 
the results show that all the five countries in the South Asia region support democracy. 

 People belonging to different religions, class, caste,etc view the idea of democracy positively 
and support the institutions of representative democracy. For instance: 

a) Nepal has transformed into democracy from Monarchy. 
b) Srilanka and India have successfully operated a democratic system since their 

independence. 
c) Bhutan is on the path of democracy. 
d) Maldives from Sultanate to republic with a presidential system. 

 People think that democracy is most suited for their country. 
 
Q.6 Identify the factors that contributed to Pakistan’s failure in building a stable democracy. 

 The lack of genuine international support for a democratic rule in Pakistan has encoueraged 
to military to continue its dominance. 

 The US and other countries have also supported military rule due to their own interests. 
Global Islamic  terrorism and their apprehension that Pakistan’s nuclear arsenal might fall 
into the hands of these terrorist groups, the military regime in Pakistan was seen as the 
protector of Western interests. 

 Pakistan’s conflict with India has made pro military groups more powerful which have often 
said that political parties and democracy are flawed. 

 The dominance of military, clergy and landowning aristocracy has led to overthrow of elected 
government and establishing of military governments. 

STUDY THE GIVEN CARTOON ON PAGE 69 AND ANSWER THE QUESTIONS THAT FOLLOW: 
a) Identify the cartoon related to this country. 
b) Evaluate the system of governance being practiced in this country. 
c) How is the system of governance in India different from that of the country related to the 

cartoon. 
Ans. a) Pakistan. 
         b) The cartoon was prepared when Pervez Musharraf was in power. The cartoon depicts if head 
of the      country like President is also an Army Chief, the power gets doubled. If the President and 
the Army-Chief Are different person, the power becomes half. And in case the President tries to 
ignore the suggestion or the orders of Army- Chief. Then the power of the President becomes zero. 
         c) Indian government is democratic whereas Pakistan government is ruled by Military. 
Free and fair elections are held to elect the government but in Pakistan , elections were held by 
amending the constitution. 
 


