
‘Content Developed/Prepared Absolutely From Home’ 
 

   Class Notes 

Class: XII 
 

Topic: BHAKTI-SUFI TRADITIONS: CHANGES IN 
RELIGIOUS BELIEFS AND DEVOTIONAL TEXT (C. EIGHT 
TO EIGHTEENTH CENTURY Subject: HISTORY 

 

6.2 Outside the Khanqah: 

Q.1. Who were radical or be-shari‘a Sufis? 

Ans: 

1. Some mystics took to radical interpretation of sufi ideals.  

2. Many scorned the khanqah and took to mendicancy and observed celibacy. 

3. They ignored rituals and observed extreme forms of asceticism. 

4. They were known by different names – Qalandars, Madaris, Malangs, Haidaris, etc. Because of their  

deliberate defiance of the shari‘a they were often referred to as be-shari‘a, in contrast to the ba-shari‘a sufis  

who complied with it. 

7. The Chishtis in the Subcontinent 
 

 Of the groups of sufis who migrated to India in the late twelfth century, the Chishtis were the most  

influential. 

Life in the Chishti khanqah:  
 

 The khanqah was the centre of social life. A well-known example is the Shaikh Nizamuddin’s hospice 

(of fourteenth century) on the banks of the river Yamuna in Ghiyaspur, on the outskirts of what was then the 

city of Delhi. 

 The inmates included family members of the Shaikh, his attendants and disciples. The Shaikh lived in  
 
a small room on the roof of the hall where he met visitors in the morning and evening. 

 On one occasion, fearing a Mongol invasion, people from the neighbouring areas flocked into the. 
 
khanqah to seek refuge. 

 There was an open kitchen (langar), run on futuh (unasked-for charity). 

 Visitors: From morning till late night people from all walks of life visited there. Hindu Jogis (yogi) and  

Qalandars – came seeking discipleship, amulets for healing, and the intercession of the Shaikh in 

various matters. Other visitors included poets such as Amir Hasan Sijzi and Amir Khusrau and the 

court historian Ziyauddin Barani, all of whom wrote about the Shaikh. 
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Major Teachers of the Chishti Silsila 

SUFI TEACHERS YEAR OF DEATH LOCATION OF DARGAH 

Shaikh Muinuddin Sijzi 1235 Ajmer (Rajasthan) 
 

Khwaja Qutbuddin Bakhtiyar kaki 1235 Delhi 
 

Shaikh Fariduddin Ganj – j Shakar 1265 Ajodhan (Pakistan) 
 

Shaikh Nizamuddin Auliya 1325 Delhi 
 

Shaikh Nariruddin Chiragh – i Delhi 1356 Delhi 
 

 

Chishti devotionalism: ziyarat and qawwali 

 Pilgrimage, called ziyarat, to tombs of sufi saints is prevalent all over the Muslim world. This practice is  
 
               an occasion for seeking the sufi’s spiritual grace (barakat). 

 People expressed their devotion at the dargahs of the five great Chishti saints for more than seven  
 

centuries. 

 The most revered shrine of these is that of Khwaja Muinuddin, of fourteenth century, popularly  
 

known as “Gharib Nawaz” (comforter of the poor). 

 It was evidently popular because of the austerity and piety of its Shaikh, the greatness of his spiritual  

successors and the patronage of royal visitors. 
 

 By the sixteenth century the shrine had become very popular; in fact it was the spirited singing of  

pilgrims bound for Ajmer that inspired Akbar to visit the tomb. He went there fourteen times. 

 Also part of ziyarat is the use of music and dance including mystical chants performed by specially  
 

trained musicians or qawwals to evoke divine ecstasy. 

 The sufis remember God either by reciting the zikr (the Divine Names) or evoking His presence 
 

through 'sama‘ (literally, “audition”) or performance of mystical music. Sama‘ was integral to the 

Chishtis, and exemplified interaction with indigenous devotional traditions. 

Q.2. Explain the meaning of Sufi Silsila. 

Ans: Around the 12th century, sufi silsila began to thrive in different parts of the Islamic world. The term silsila  

literally means a chain, suggesting an unbroken master and disciple. 

1. It stretched as a continuous spiritual genealogy to the Prophet Muhammad. Through this channel, 
spiritual  

power and blessing were transmitted to devotees. 

2. Special rituals of initiation were developed such as taking an oath of allegiance, wearing a patched  

garment, and shaving the hair. 
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