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Q1. What would the tiger have been doing  if he were in its natural habitat ? Ans: If the tiger were in its natural habitat he would have been lurking in shadow in order to hunt 
plump deer and terrorising the villagers at the jungle edge.  Q2. Why does the tiger express his rage quietly ? 
Ans: The tiger expresses his rage quietly because there is nothing he can do from behind the bars of his cage. His strength is inside his cage now. He is no longer free as he was in the jungle. 
 Q3. What does the poet think where the tiger should be ? 
Ans: The poet thinks that the tiger should be in the jungle, lurking in the shadow of long grass in order to prey deer near the water holes. He should also be on the edge of the jungle snarling around houses and terrorising villagers. 
 Q4. What is a water hole ? Why should the tiger be lurking near it ? 
Ans: A water hole is a water body on the surface of earth where animals came to drink water. The tiger should be lurking in order to hunt plump deer.  
Q5. Cite the reason of the tiger’s sliding through long grass. Ans: The reason behind the tiger’s sliding through long grass is to hunt plump deer that generally 
pass near the water holes.  Q6. How does the tiger make his presence being felt in the village ? 
Ans: The tiger makes his presence being felt by snarling around the houses at the jungle’s edge and by baring his white fangs and claws. 
 Q7. How does the Tiger terrorise the villagers ? Ans: The tiger terrorises the villagers near the jungle edge snarling around the houses, showing his 
white fangs and claws.  
Q8. Why does the tiger ignore visitors ? Ans: The tiger ignores visitors because he feels being a wild animal he has no affair with the human beings. 
 Q9. What message does the poet give ? 
Ans: The poet gives out the message that the animals at the zoo do not live happily. They lead a miserable life in the cages. They want to be in their natural habitats. They should be taken care of  in 
zoos.  Q10. What does the poet think where should the tiger be ? 
Ans: The poet thinks that the tiger should be in the jungle, in its natural habitat. He should be moving in the long grasses near a water hole. He should lurk in shadow to hunt the plump deer for his food. 
 Q11. How does the tiger walk in the cage ? How is he ? Ans: The tiger at present is in the cage. He walks in the cage stalking. He is quite angry due to his 
imprisonment. He can't do anything for his freedom. He is helpless due to the iron bars of the cage. 

 



 
LONG ANSWER QUESTIONS: 
1. Animals, big and small, is being used by humans for their selfish ends? What is your opinion 
regarding the exploitation of animals? Mention some examples that you can see a possible solution to 
this problem. 
 
Ans. It is true that animals, big and small are being used by humans for their selfish ends. We use 
them for our own benefits. Animals are killed, poached and captured for commercial benefits. Humans 
have encroached on their space and sheltered them in zoos which is truly inhuman. In the poem, the 
poet has shown the plight of a tiger. He is captured and confined in a small cage. He is frustrated, 
angry and restless. It longs for freedom. Confinement brings bondage and bondage is cruelty. 
Every day we see many animals suffering due to humans. Monkeys been captured and made to dance 
on roads, Elephants are chained and forced to lift heavy loads. Many animals are sheltered in zoos for 
the entertainment of human beings. They are kept in poor conditions. They are treated inhumanly. We 
should learn to respect nature and its inhabitants. After all, these animals too share the earth with us. 
Q2. Freedom is such an essential virtue that is valued not only by human beings but also by animals 
alike. Justify the statement with reference to Leslie Norris’s poem ‘A Tiger in the Zoo’. 
 
Ans. Freedom is an essential virtue valued by all. Not only humans but even the denizens of the forest 
value it. No one knows it better than a caged tiger in a zoo. Animals, particularly the animals of the 
wilds, feel free only in their natural habitats. Any attempt to ‘domesticate’ ferocious and mighty 
animals like lions or tigers by locking them in concrete cells will be against natural justice. The tiger 
roams around in the jungle hunting its prey at will. He rarely kills his prey for sport. He kills them 
only when he is hungry. He knows how to ambush his prey. He lurks unnoticed in the long grass 
before pouncing upon his prey. He also knows where he can find his favorite plump deer. He may 
come out of the forest sometimes and terrorise -the villagers living at the outskirts of the jungle. He 
rarely kills them till he is provoked. 
The same tiger feels depressed and low in spirits when he is put behind the bars. He stalks constantly 
the length of his cage in his ‘quiet rage’. He ignores the visitors and feels helpless. Behind the bars, he 
keeps on staring at the brilliant stars in the open sky. This sadly reminds him of his loss of freedom 
and intensifies his grief. 
 


