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A Bad Time To Be a Crocodile 

They're not cuddly. They don't have big soulful eyes like seals. Most of the 

animals the world is concerned with are beautiful, or they tug at your heart-

strings. Crocodiles have a pretty toothy leer. They eat dogs in Florida -- 

sometimes even people. Who could love them ? -- Wayne King, New York 

Zoological Society 

Crocodiles are disappearing rapidly from the earth. In Niger a river swamp is drained to 

grow vegetables for Europe, and in three years its crocs are gone. In 1967 on Paris's 

Rue du Faubourg St. Honore, a wealthy American paid $7500 for a portable bar 

covered with salt-water crocodile skin. Meanwhile adventurers shoot forty crocs a night 

out of the Liverpool River in northern Australia. 

The crocodilians have been around for nearly 200 million years. There are 23 species of 

them, including the American alligator. They have seen continents shift and have 

persisted through the worst of many ice ages. Yet in just thirty years, massive hunting 

and habitat destruction have decimated every member of this ancient order, Crocodilia. 

Although stringent laws have closed down most of the United States market, as many 

as two million crocodilian hides a year are still trafficked worldwide. Some experts warn 

that no crocodilian except the American alligator may survive in the wild much beyond 

this century's end. 

Others are less gloomy. Under pressure from wildlife groups, most nations have at least 

removed their crocodilians from the vermin category. Some are actually coming to value 

those crocs they have left. 

Scientists, too, have begun to look carefully at crocodilians. This is difficult. Crocs live in 

isolated, unpleasant places. They disappear at the wink of a wading stork's eye. And 

they spend most of their time doing nothing. But when they do act, they are magnificent 

and, we are learning, deeply interesting. 

Crocodiles survived while their close kin, the dinosaurs, died out. Croc brains are far 

more complex than those of other reptiles. They learn readily. Crocodile hearts are 

almost as advanced as those of birds and mammals. In fact, their closest living relatives 

are the warm-blooded birds. Many crocodilians even gather brush to build nests, as 

birds do. 

Full-grown crocodilians range in size from one metre to more than eight, from a few 

kilogrammes to more than a tonne. We can only guess how long they live some for 

perhaps a hundred years or more. 

A few species prefer solitary lives, but most, we now know, have sophisticated social 

orders. Their grunts, hisses, chirps, and growls each carry specific messages. They 



also use a "body language" of back arching, bubble blowing, and other physical 

displays. Crocs may communicate underwater, too, through low-frequency warblings 

inaudible to us. 

A big Nile croc is cunning enough to stalk a human, strong enough to bring down and 

dismember a water buffalo, yet gentle enough to crack open its own eggs to release its 

young. 

      

  1. The introduction implies that crocodiles 

        

    (A) are unattractive creatures. 

    (B) are like most other animals in the world. 

    (C) are dangerous only to dogs and people. 

    (D) look pretty when they leer. 

        

  2. The passage contains a suggestion that crocodiles 

        

    (A) should be exterminated. 

    (B) are in danger of extinction everywhere. 

    (C) are in danger of extinction only in Niger and northern Australia. 

    (D) are in no danger of extinction. 

        

  3. In Niger, crocodiles disappeared from a river swamp because 

        

    (A) their natural habitat was destroyed. 

    (B) they were captured. 

    (C) they were killed for their valuable skin. 

    (D) adventurers shot them. 

        

  4. As far as we can tell from the passage, in northern Australia crocodiles are hunted 

        

    (A) because they are harmful. 

    (B) for their skin. 

    (C) for food. 

    (D) for fun. 

        

  5. Why are crocodiles fast diminishing in numbers ? 

        

    (A) They are breeding more and more slowly. 

    (B) They have become more susceptible to disease. 

    (C) Their resistance to Nature's harsh changes has been weakening. 

    (D) 
Man has been more active in hunting them and destroying their natural 

environment. 

        

  6. 
What is the effect of pressure from organizations concerned with the preservation of 

wildlife ? 



 

 

11. Which word is not associated with the word 'Decimate.' 

(A) Annihilate 

(B) Obliterate 

(C) Eradicate 

(D) Preserve  

 

12. The Following signs are their means of communication except. 

        

    (A) The killing of crocodiles has been declared illegal throughout the world. 

    (B) 
Crocodiles have been placed in the same category as snakes, rats and 

cockroaches. 

    (C) Crocodiles are beginning to be valued and given attention. 

    (D) People are growing to like crocodiles as much as they do other animals. 

        

  7. The American alligator is more fortunate than most other crocodilians because 

        

    (A) it is the only crocodilian being studied by scientists. 

    (B) it is in no immediate danger of extinction. 

    (C) it is the favourite of wildlife groups. 

    (D) it is not valued by man for its skin. 

        

  8. 
What reason is implied for the crocodiles' survival in the past when the dinosaurs 

died out ? 

        

    (A) There were then no men to hunt them. 

    (B) They could lay their eggs in nests. 

    (C) they were more intelligent and adaptable than dinosaurs. 

    (D) They had more energy than dinosaurs. 

        

  9. Which of these statements is false ? 

        

    (A) Crocodiles are inactive most of the time. 

    (B) Crocodiles are not easy to study. 

    (C) Crocodiles live in unpleasant surroundings. 

    (D) Crocodiles are dull and uninteresting creatures. 

        

  10. The crocodilians' closest living kin are 

        

    (A) dinosaurs. 

    (B) fish. 

    (C) birds. 

    (D) mammals. 



(A) Bubble blowing 

(B) Tears 

(C) Grunting 

(D) Back Arching 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Read the dialogue given below and then complete the passage that follows. 

 

Interviewer: So, why do you want to be a computer programmer? 

Ravi: Well, I have always been interested in computers. 

Interviewer: I see. Do you have any experience? 



Ravi: No, but I’m a fast learner. 
Interviewer: What kind of a computer do you use? 

Ravi: Computer? Umm, let me see. I can use a Mac. I also used Windows 10 once. 

Interviewer: That’s good.  

Ravi recently attended an interview for the selection of a computer programmer. At the 

interview, he was asked 

(a) ……………………….. To this question he replied that he wanted to change his job 
because (b) ……………………….. When the interviewer asked him (e) 
………………………. he replied that he (d) ……………………….. Finally, the interviewer 
wanted to know (e) ………………………. . Ravi replied that he could use a Mac and had 
also used Windows 10 once in the past. The interviewer seemed to be pleased with his 

answers. 

A 

(a) Why he wanted to be a computer programmer. 

(b) Introduce yourself. 

(c) Why do you want to be a computer programmer? 

(d) Why did you want to be a computer programmer? 

 

B 

(a) I have always been interested in computers. 

(b) he had always been interested in computers 

(c) I had always been interested in computers. 

(d) he has always been interested in computers 

 

C 

(a) Do you have any experience? 

(b) Did you have any experience? 

(c) whether he had any experience 

(d) What about your experience? 

 

D 

(a) I’m a fast learner. 
(b) He is a fast learner. 

(c) He was a  fast learner 

(d) didn’t but that he was a fast learner 
 

E 

(a) the kind of computer he used 

(b) What kind of computers did he use? 

(c) What kind of computers had he used? 

(d) What kind of computers do you use? 

 

 Fill in the blanks by choosing the correct option for any four of the six sentences 

given below.  

 



I. I will write a letter to you tentatively _______ the dates of the program. 

a) involving 

b) urging 

c) guiding 

d) indicating 

 

II.  How much did it ________ to reach Mumbai by car? 

a) Charge 

b) Price 

c) Cost 

d) estimate 

 

III.  _______ by people’s perception it seems that democracy has succeeded in 

India. 

a)  Following 

b) Going 

c) Making 

d) Planned 

 

 

IV.  They have decided to meet the Prime Minister in order to have their _____ 

heard. 

a) agony 

b) apathy 

c) woes 

d) sufferings 

 

V. The teacher ordered Kamal to leave the room and ______ him to return. 

a) stopped 

b) refused 

c) forbade 

d) challenged 

 

VI. The ______ is  working on wood. 

a) artifact 

b) artiste 

c) artist 

d) artisan 

 

 

TWO STORIES ABOUT FLYING 

“I ought to go back to Paris,” I thought, but I wanted to get home. I wanted that 
breakfast. ‘I’ll take the risk,’ I thought, and flew that old Dakota straight into the storm. 
Inside the clouds, everything was suddenly black. It was impossible to see anything 

outside the aeroplane. The old aeroplane jumped and twisted in the air. I looked at the 



compass. I couldn’t believe my eyes: the compass was turning round and round and 
round. It was dead. It would not work! The other instruments were suddenly dead, too. I 

tried the radio. 

 

I. Which of the pilot’s instruments stopped working first? 

(a) compass 

(b) radio 

(c) both stopped together 

(d) both were working 

II. "They looked like black mountains standing in front 
of me across the sky". What looked like black mountains? 

A) Black mountains 
B) Storm clouds 
C) tall buildings 
D) black plateau 

 

III.  What risk did the pilot take? 

(a) flying back to Paris 

(b) missing the breakfast he desired 

(c) he took no risk 

(d) flying his old Dakota straight into the storm 

IV. Which control station did he contact on his way? 

(a) Paris 

(b) India 

(c) England 

(d) he didn’t contact any 

V.   The pilot was flying from _____ to _____. 

(a) England, France 

(b) England, India 

(c) France, England 

(d) France, India 

 

THE DIARY OF ANNE FRANK 

My father, the most adorable father I’ve ever seen, didn’t marry my mother until he was 
thirty-six and she was twenty-five. My sister, Margot, was born in Frankfurt in Germany 

in 1926. I was born on 12 June 1929. I lived in Frankfurt until I was four. My father 



emigrated to Holland in 1933. My mother, Edith Hollander Frank, went with him to 

Holland in September, while Margot and I were sent to Aachen to stay with our 

grandmother. Margot went to Holland in December, and I followed in February, when I 

was plunked down on the table as a birthday present for Margot. 

I. When was the diary given to Anne? 

A) 11th birthday 

B) 12th birthday 

C) 13th birthday 

D) 14th birthday 

 

II- What name was her book published with? 

A) From the Diary of Anne Frank 

B) The Diary of a Young girl 

C) Anne Frank 

D) Anne Frank's Diary 

 

  

III- Why did she not want to give a brief in the diary at first? 

A) she didn't want to be formal 

B) she wanted the diary to be her real friend 

C) She did not like the idea 

D) both 1 and 2 

 

IV- How many siblings did Anne have? 

A) 1 

B) 2 

C) 3 

D) 4 

  

V- What was Anne Frank's full name? 

A) Anneliese Marie Frank 

B) Anna Mariam Frank 

C) Anne Mark Frank 

D) Anneliese Martina Frank 

 



 

A TIGER IN THE ZOO 

He stalks in his vivid stripes                  

The few steps of his cage, 

On pads of velvet quiet, 

In his quiet rage. 

He should be lurking in shadow, 

Sliding through long grass 

Near the water hole                                          

Where plump deer pass. 

 

I- The poem draws a contrast between _____ and _____ . 

A) animals, human beings 

B) tiger in a zoo, tiger in a forest 

C) tiger in a zoo, humans 

D) humans, tiger in forest 

II- What has been personified in the poem? 

A) tiger 

B) forest 

C) zoo 

D) all of the above 

 

III- Name the poetic device used in the line "In his quiet rage". 

A) metaphor 

B) assonance 

C) Oxymoron 

D) Consonance 

IV- Name the poetic device used in the line "He stalks in his vivid stripes". 

A) metaphor 

B) assonance 

C) Oxymoron 

D) Consonance 

 

V. Why should he be lurking in shadow? 



A) out of fear 

B) out of anger 

C) to catch the deer 

D) both 1 and 2 

 

 

THE BALL POEM 

No use to say ‘O there are other balls’: 
An ultimate shaking grief fixes the boy 

As he stands rigid, trembling, staring down  

All his young days into the harbour where 

His ball went. I would not intrude on him; 

A dime, another ball, is worthless. Now 

He senses first responsibility 

I- How does the child react at the loss? 

A) stands rigid 

B) trembles 

C) stares 

D) all of them 

 

II- According to the poet, what is the child learning? 

A) to bear loss 

B) to take care of things 

C) to be responsible 

D) to be careful 

III- Does the poet condole the boy? 

A) can't say 

B) yes 

C) no 

D) All of them 

 

IV- Why does the poet decide not to condole the boy? 

A) He is busy 

B) He is indifferent 



C) It will be of no use 

D) He is happy 

V- Name the literary device used in "Merrily bouncing, down the street, and then Merrily 

over — there it is in the water!" 

A) Metaphor 

B) Simile 

C) Alliteration 

D) Anaphora 

 

FOOTPRINTS WITHOUT FEET 

He escaped easily enough from the boys who followed his footprints in London. But his 

adventures were by no means over. He had chosen a bad time of the year to wander 

about London without clothes. It was mid-winter. The air was bitterly cold and he could 

not do without clothes. 

I- What was he working on? 

A) making fake footprints 

B) making human bodies invisible 

C) making a fool of children 

D) all of the above 

 

II- "Brilliant scientist though he was, Griffin was rather a _____ person." 

A) lawless 

B) lawful 

C) good 

D) rude 

III- What did he do for revenge? 

A) burned himself 

B) burned the landlord 

C) burned the house 

D) he didn't do anything for revenge 

IV. What suggests that he was a homeless wanderer? 

A) no clothes 

B) no money 

C) invisible 

D) all of the above 

V- Why was it a bad time to wander in London? 



A) it was mid winter 

B) he was without clothes 

C) both 1 and 2 

D) none of the above 

 

 

THE MAKING OF A SCIENTIST 

An only child, Ebright grew up north of Reading, Pennsylvania. “There wasn’t much I 
could do there,” he said. “I certainly couldn’t lay football or baseball with a team of one. 

But there was one thing I could do — collect things.” So he did, and did he ever! 

Beginning in kindergarten, Ebright collected butterflies with the same determination that 

has marked all his activities. He also collected rocks, fossils, and coins. He became an 

eager astronomer, too, sometimes stargazing all night. 

 

I- "It was his fascination for _____ that opened the world of science to him." 

A) cats 

B) dogs 

C) birds 

D) butterflies 

 

II- At what age did he invent the theory on how cells work? 

A) twenty 

B) twenty one 

C) twenty two 

D) twenty four 

 

III- What was he fond of in his childhood? 

A) basketball 

B) collecting things 

C) baseball 

D) none of the above 

 

IV- How did his mother help him? 

A) took him on trips 

B) bought him telescopes and microscopes 



C) encouraged him to learn 

D) all of the above 

 

V- How many species of butterflies had he collected till second grade? 

A) 20 

B) 21 

C) 24 

D) 25 

GLIMPSES OF INDIA 

I can still recall the typical fragrance of those loaves. Loaves for the elders and the 

bangles for the children. Then we did not even care to brush our teeth or wash our 

mouths properly. And why should we? Who would take the trouble of plucking the 

mango-leaf for the toothbrush? And why was it necessary at all? The tiger never 

brushed his teeth. Hot tea could wash and clean up everything so nicely, after all! 

I- How many times did the baker come every day? 

A) Once 

B) Twice 

C) Thrice 

D) varies daily 

II.  _____ was called Kabai. 

A) Baker's dress 

B) baker's basket 

C) baker's bamboo 

D) baker's song 

III. What are the bakers known as in Goa? 

A) Pader 

B) Portugese 

C) pekar 

D) Baker 

IV. The baker was also their ______. 

A) friend 

B) companion 

C) guide 

D) all of the above 

V.What did the children long for? 



A) Loaves 

B) bread bangles 

C) banana bread 

D) all of the above 

 

 

 

THE SERMON AT BENARES 

He wandered for seven years and finally sat down under a peepal tree, where he vowed 

to stay until enlightenment came. Enlightened after seven days, he renamed the tree 

the Bodhi Tree (Tree of Wisdom) and began to teach and to share his new 

understandings. At that point he became known as the Buddha (the Awakened or the 

Enlightened). The Buddha preached his first sermon at the city of Benares, most holy of 

the dipping places on the River Ganges; that sermon has been preserved and is given 

here. It reflects the Buddha’s wisdom about one inscrutable kind of suffering. 

I. Where did he vow to stay until his enlightenment came? 

A) his palace 

B) under peepal tree 

C) under banyan tree 

D) under a tree 

II. What did he name the tree? 

A) Bodhi tree 

B) Buddha tree 

C) Gautama tree 

D) Siddhartha tree 

III. Which seed did Buddha ask Kisa to bring? 

A) Pumpkin seeds 

B) Mustard seeds 

C) Sunflower seeds 

D) Sesame seeds 

IV. Both young and adults, fools and wise fall into the power of _____ 

A) life 

B) death 

C) food 

D) all of the above 

V. "The wise do not _____, knowing the terms of the world" 



A) laugh 

B) smile 

C) grieve 

D) all of the above 

 

THE PROPOSAL 

LOMOV : I shall try to be brief. You must know, honoured Natalya Stepanovna, that I 

have long, since my childhood, in fact, had the privilege of knowing your family. My late 

aunt and her husband, from whom, as you know, I inherited my land, always had the 

greatest respect for your father and your late mother. The Lomovs and the Chubukovs 

have always had the most friendly, and I might almost say the most affectionate, regard 

for each other. And, as you know, my land is a near neighbour of yours. You will 

remember that my Oxen Meadows touch your birchwoods. 

NATALYA : Excuse my interrupting you. You say, “my Oxen Meadows”. But are they 
yours? 

LOMOV : Yes, mine. 

NATALYA : What are you talking about? Oxen Meadows are ours, not yours! 

LOMOV : No, mine, honoured Natalya Stepanovna. 

NATALYA : Well, I never knew that before. How do you make that out? 

LOMOV : How? I’m speaking of those Oxen Meadows which are wedged in between 

your birchwoods and the Burnt Marsh. 

 

I. What is Lomov's side of justification about the land? 

A) their land extended till Burnt Marsh 

B) his grandmother always talked about it 

C) his grandmother gave it to her great grandfather's peasants 

D) both 1 and 2 

II. What is the name of Lomov's dog? 

A) Guess 

B) Guard 

C) Squeezer 

D) Sweater 

III. Why did Chubukov think it was a curse to be a father of a grown up daughter? 

A) he had to go to call the man they had just shun out 

B) he had to go to call the man who insulted them 



C) he had to go call tthe man who shouted at them 

D) All of the above 

 

IV. Where do Lomov and Natalya get on the wrong foot? 

A) While talking about the weather 

B) While talking about their land 

C) While talking about their family relations 

D) While the proposal 

 

V. " And it’s impossible for me not to marry". Why does he say so? 

A) He's 35 already 

B) He suffer from palpitations 

C) He has troubled sleep 

D) All of the above. 

 

 

 

 

 


