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Q. 1. Why did USA enter the Second World War? 

Ans. Japan was expanding its power in the east during the Second World War. It had 

occupied French Indo-China, Philippines under the US and the Dutch East Indies. 

When Japan extended its support to Hitler and bombed the US naval bases at Pearl 

 Harbor in the Pacific, the US entered the Second World War. The war ended with 

Hitler’s defeat and the US dropping of the atom bomb on Hiroshima in Japan. 

 

Q.2. How did Hitler establish a racist state? 

Ans. i) Once in power, the Nazis quickly began to implement their dream of creating an 

exclusive racial community of pure Germans by physically eliminating all those who 

were seen as ‘undesirable’ in the extended empire. 

ii) Nazis wanted only a society of ‘pure and healthy Nordic Aryans’. They were alone 

considered ‘desirable’. Only they were seen as worthy of prospering and multiplying 

against all others who were classed as ‘undesirable’. 

iii) This meant that even those Germans who were seen as impure or abnormal had no right 

to exist. Under the Euthanasia Programme, Nazi officials had condemned to death 

many Germans who were considered mentally or physically unfit. 

iv) Jews were not the only community classified as ‘undesirable’. There were others. Many 

Gypsies and blacks living in Nazi Germany were considered as racial `inferiors’ who 

threatened the biological purity of the `superior Aryan’ race. They were widely 

persecuted. 

v) Even Russians and Poles were considered subhuman, and hence undeserving of any 

humanity. When Germany occupied Poland and parts of Russia, captured civilians were 

forced to work as slave labour . Many of them died simply through hard work and starvation. 

vi) Jews remained the worst sufferers in Nazi Germany. They had been stereotyped as 

killers of Christ and usurers. They were often persecuted through periodic organized 

violence, and expulsions from the land. 

 



Q. 3. Why did Hitler develop hatred towards Jews? 

Ans. i) Jews remained the worst sufferers in Nazi Germany. Nazi hatred of Jews had a 

precursor in the traditional Christian hostility towards Jews. They had been stereotyped 

as killers Christ and usurers. 

ii) Until the medieval times Jews were barred from owning land. They survived mainly 

through trade and money lending. They lived in separately marked areas called Ghettos. 

iii) They were often persecuted through periodic organized violence, and expulsion from 

the land. However, Hitler’s hatred of Jews was based on pseudoscientific theories of 

race, which held that conversion was no solution to ‘the Jewish problem’. It could be 

solved only through their total elimination. 

 

Q.4. How was Nazi schooling different from other schools? 

Ans. i) All schools were cleansed and purified. This meant that teachers who were Jews or  

seen as politically unreliable’ were dismissed. 

ii) Children were first segregated: Germans and Jews could not sit together or play 

together. Subsequently, ‘undesirable children’ – Jews, the physically handicapped, 

Gypsies – were thrown out of schools. And finally in the 1940s, they were taken to the 

gas chambers. 

iii) ‘Good German’ children were subjected to a process of Nazi schooling, a prolonged 

period of ideological training. School textbooks were rewritten. Racial science was 

introduced to justify Nazi ideas of race; stereotypes about Jews were popularized even 

through maths classes. 

iv) Children were taught to be loyal and submissive, hate Jews, and worship Hitler. Even 

the function of sports was to nurture a spirit of violence and aggression among children. 

v) Hitler believed that boxing could make children iron-hearted, strong and masculine. 

 

Q .5. What were the Nazi ideas of motherhood? 

Ans. i) Children in Nazi Germany were repeatedly told that women were radically different 

from men. The fight for equal rights for men and women that had become part of 

democratic struggles everywhere was wrong and it would destroy society. 

ii) While boys were taught to be aggressive, masculine and steel hearted, girls were told 

that they had to become good mothers and rear pure blooded Aryan children. 

iii) Girls had to maintain the purity of the race, distance themselves from Jews, look after 



the home, and teach their children Nazi values. They had to be the bearers of the Aryan 

culture and race. 

iv) In Nazi Germany all mothers were not treated equally .Women who bore racially 

undesirable children were awarded. They were given favoured treatment in hospitals 

and were also entitled to concessions in shops and on theatre tickets and railway fares. 

v) To encourage women to produce many children, honour crosses were awarded. A 

bronze cross was given for four children, silver for six and gold for eight and more. 

vi) All `Aryan’ women who deviated from the prescribed code of conduct were publicly 

condemned, and severely punished. 

 

Q6. How did we know about the Nazi Cruelties and holocaust? 

Ans. i) It was only after the Second World War when Germany was defeated that the world 

came to realize the horrors of what had happened. 

ii) The indomitable spirit to bear witness and to preserve the documents can be seen in 

many ghetto and camp inhabitants who wrote diaries, kept notebooks and created 

archives. 

iii) The memory of the holocaust live on memoirs, fiction, documentaries, poetry, 

memorials and museums in many parts of the word today. These are a tribute to those 

who resisted it, an embarrassing reminder to those who collaborated and a warning to 

those who watched in silence. 

 

 

 


