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   Class Notes 

Class: XII 
 

Topic: BHAKTI-SUFI TRADITIONS: CHANGES IN 
RELIGIOUS BELIEFS AND DEVOTIONAL TEXT (C. EIGHT 
TO EIGHTEENTH CENTURY. 
 

Subject:  HISTORY 
 

 

Q.1. Analyse, with illustrations, why bhakti and Sufi thinkers adopted variety of languages in which to  

 express their opinions. 

Ans: Bhakti thinkers and different languages which were adopted by them to express their opinion. 

1. Early bhakti saints Pali, Prakarat Tamil and Malayalam etc. languages. 

2. The Brahmans of South India puts his views and ideas in Sanskrit and local languages. 

3. Kabirs poems have survived in several languages and dialects, and some are compose the special  

Languages of nirguna poets. 

4. Baba Guru Nanak, Ravidas etc. composed their hymns in various languages such as Punjabi and Hindi  

etc. 

5. Mirabai compose her Bhajans in Rajasthani and Hindi. 

6. Some saint of Maharashtra and Gujarati uses Marathi and Guajarati languages 

According to Sufi thinkers- 

1. Sufi thinkers also live with peoples. They use several languages. They use Hindavi or Persian 
languages. 

2. Baba Farid used local languages.Hindvi Persian, Punjabi, Urdu and some other form of languages are  

also seen. 

3. A different genre of Sufi poetry was composed in an around the town of Bijapur, Karnataka. These  

were short poems in Dakhani (a variant of Urdu) attributed to Chishti Sufis who lived in this region  

during the 17th and 18th centuries. 

4. Some Sufi saints give their pledge in Telgu. Malayalam languages. 

Q.2. Describe the Growth of Sufism. 
Ans: 

1. In the early centuries of Islam a group of religious minded people called Sufis turned to asceticism 

           and mysticism in protest of the Caliphate against the growing materialism. They were critical of the  
 
   dogmatic definitions and scholastic methods of interpreting the Quran and   the Ulemas. They emphasized  

   on seeking salvation through intense devotion and love for God by following the commands of Ph.  

  Muhammad. 

2.   Khanqahs: Institutionally, the Sufis began to organize communities around the hospice or khanqah  

controlled by a teaching master known as sheikh. He enrolled disciples and appointed a successor. He 



‘Content Developed/Prepared Absolutely From Home’ 
 

established rules for spiritual conduct and interaction between inmates as well as between laypersons 

and the master. 

3. Silsilas: T he word silsila literally means Spiritual chain, signifying a continuous link between master  

and disciple, stretching as an unbroken spiritual genealogy from Allah> the Prophet Muhammad > 

Sufis > devotees. It was through this channel that spiritual power and blessings were transmitted to 

devotees. 

4.   Ziyarat: When the sheikh died, he was buried in a tomb shrine and his tomb-shrine is was because 

called dargah. It became the center of devotion for his followers. This encouraged the practice 

of pilgrimage or ziyarat to his grave, particularly on his birth, death and marriage anniversaries. This 

people believed that in death saints were united with God. 

5. Be-sharia and Ba-sharia Sufis:  

Be-Sharia Ba-Sharia 

Sufis, Who left the khanqah  and took to 
mendicancy and observed celibacy and extreme 
forms of asceticism were called Be-Sharia 

The Sufis who lived in Khanqas by following 
normal Sharia practices were called Ba-Sharia 
Sufis. 

They were known by different names – 
Qalandars, Madaris, Malangs, Haidaris, etc. 

They did not have other names. 

 

Q.3 Point out difference and similarity between Be-Shari’a and Ba- Shari’a Sufi traditions. 

Similarity: 

 They renounced the material life and ignored rituals and observed a life of extreme asceticism, they 

observed celibacy. 

Difference 

 The Be-shari’s Sufi traditions followed the sharia, i.e., the Islamic law. For them the Sharia laws were 
sacrosanct (holy) whereas Be-sari’a a defied the Sharia laws and were not bound by it. 

           Detail Explanation: Meaning of Shari’ a: The Shari’ is the law governing the Muslim community. It is  

based on the Quran and the Hadis, traditions of the Prophet including a record of his remembered 

words and deeds. 

1. Some mystics initiated movements based on a radical interpretation of Sufi ideals. Many scorned 

             the khanqah and took to mendicancy and observed celibacy.  

2. They ignored rituals observed extreme forms of asceticism.  

3.  They were known by different names Qalandars, Madaris, Malangs, Haidaris, etc., Because of  

  their deliberate defiance of the Shari’s  

4. They were often referred to as be – shari’a in contrast to the ba-Sufis  who complied with it. 

5. A group of religious minded people called Sufis turned to as criticism and mysticism in protest 

against the growing materialism of the caliphate as a religions and political institution. 
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6. The Sufis sought an interpretation of the Quran’ a Sufis on the basis of their personal experiences. 

7. The Sufis tradition which were anti shari’a (or the law governing the Muslim committee) are 

called ba – shari’a. 

Similarities 

 Both of Sufi traditions are critical of the dogmatic definitions and scholastic methods of 

             interpretation the Quran’ an and sunna (traditions of the prophet) adopted by theologians. 

 . Instead, they laid stress on seeking salvation15 rough devotion and love for God by following His 

commands, and by following.  The example of Prophet Muhammad whom they considered has a 

perfect human being. 

 In this way we can say that both the traditions of the Sufis i.e. be shari’a and be shari’s are same.  

 They sought and interpretation of the Quran on the basis of Personal experience 

Q.4 (Who were Sufis?) The Growth of Sufism: 
 

1. In the early centuries of Islam a group of religious-minded people called sufis turned to asceticism 
 

and mysticism in protest against the growing materialism of the Caliphate as a religious and political 

   Institution. 

2. They were critical of the dogmatic definitions and scholastic methods of interpreting the Qur’an and  
 
Sunna (traditions of the Prophet) adopted by theologians. 

3. Instead, they laid emphasis on seeking salvation through intense devotion and love for God by. 
 

               following His commands, and by following the example of the Prophet Muhammad whom they 

               regarded as a perfect human being. 

4. The Sufis thus sought an interpretation of the Qur’an on the basis of their personal experience. 
 
 


