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Summary 

This is a simple poem where the poet empathizes with a snake. The snake tries to escape from being hit 

by the stick that is following it. As the snake crawls, its body twists and turns forming fascinating 

shapes. The snakes moves through the water in order to save itself. The poet pleads to let it escape and 

hide behind the thick marshy plants as it is harmless. The small green - coloured snake is harmless even 

to children. Till it was spotted and chased away by the person holding a stick, it lay quietly in the sand. 

In order to save itself, the snake disappears in the ripples of the water and hides in the camouflaging 

green bushes of the marshy plants. 

Questions & Answers: 

1. What is the snake trying to escape from? 

A. The snake is trying to escape the person who is chasing it with a stick and is trying to hit it. 

 

2. Is it a harmful snake? What is its colour? 

A. The snake is harmless. It is green in colour. 

 

3. The poet finds the snake beautiful. Find the words he uses to convey its beauty. 

A. The words used to describe the snake are beautiful and graceful. 

 

4. What does the poet wish for the snake? 

A. The poet wishes that the snake saves itself. 

 

5. Where was the snake before anyone saw it and chased it away? Where does the snake disappear? 

A. Before it was seen, it was lying in the sand. It disappears behind the marshy plants 

 



 

Extra questions: 

1. Describe some of the figures of speech (Poetic Devices) used in the poem. 

The poet has used a number of images in the poem. They are: 

“curvings of thin long body” 

“over the water into the reeds” 

“small and green” 

“vanishes in the ripples” 

The poet has used transferred epithet (the adjective used with a noun refers to a noun other than the one 

with which it is used) in the following expression: 

“Pursuing stick” - pursuing refers to the person who is holding the stick and not the stick itself. 

Alliteration (the repetition of a consonant sound in 2 or more consecutive words) has also been used: 

“He is harmless” - ‘h’ sound. 

2. What is the attitude of the poet? 

The poet, like William Blake in ‘Songs of Experience’, is awestruck at the graceful beauty of the snake. 

Even a snake can be graceful and beautiful. At least to the poet, the snake is a living being with grace 

and beauty. The snake described in the poem is small and green in colour. The sudden curvings of its 

thin body charm the poem. So does its graceful movement. When it glides through the water it looks an 

object of grace and beauty. He develops a liking and sympathy for this strange creative of nature. He 

appeals not to attack such a graceful creature. The small green snake is not poisonous. It is harmless 

even to children. Such a beautiful and harmless snake should not be an object of our anger. On the other 

hand, it deserves appreciation and our sympathy. The poet exhibits rather an empathetic attitude to the 

snake. 

3. What is the rhyming scheme of the poem ‘The Snake Trying’? 

There is no specific rhyming scheme. Blank verse is used in the poem. 
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